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Boston, Apnl 4th

It s Late afiernoon when Kay Polerne avived at the Boston mansion of her mother's family, She mas nervous,
She bad met her mateenal cousins before, but not often and never in a lacge group like toniaht's

She lifted A fingernadl to hee month and then lomwered it. They had all been filed, manicured, sculpted
and lacquered expertly — not by some beauty salon worker bur by hev grear aunt Isabel. (At least, "qreat
aunt” was what Kay called her. She assumed Isabel had, like her mother, been born with the Qilliner name
And taken her husband's name.) Isabel was diffevent from the rest of Kav's family: She mas exotic and
araceful and had & glamorous aloofness that Kay associated with the €ast Const, and with Surape, and with
other places fac feom hee home in Georgia. 1t was impossible to imagine Isabel blushing, or ending up picked
last for polleyball, ot going to the bathroom. She had the unchanging perfection of A statue, and Kay was
cager to see her again,

Kay Also manted to see her cousin Stemart illiner, but she wouldn't tell anyone about thar.

Isabel had sxid she mould meet Kay ar the parey: That made Kay less nervous. Also, Isabel had brought hev 4
beantiful red veloet dress for her biethday. but mearing the deess made Kay both move and less nervous at the same
tine, 1sabel had given her another gift, which was i hee stylish matching clutch purse.

"Do you think 1l need this?”™ Kay had asked,

“You never knew,” Isabel had spd, with the secret smile of A werldly woman.

“But at the party” | thought it was just family.. ..

“Eoen with family, you never know.

Like the dress, the other aift made her both more and less nervous,

Che car turned a comer; revealing the Milliner mansion, €oeeything that comforted her epaporated, and
eperything that scared her doubled,

She had seen pictures of her mether's childhood home before, of course, but they couldn't do it justice, The pictures
it coroey the barren smell of the land or the way it looked so much like & rombstone mith the name woen off

Stepping out of the car, she glanced tomard one end of the house. Had she seen... 7 Maybe it was just the wind
blowing leaoes, playing on her nevoes 1o lock like flowing white e,

Kay bad her hand raised to knock on the door when it opened, vevealing her cousin — not cousin Stemart,
though. Wheteas Stemart reas tall and healthy, the figuee before het was short and pale with A bent and cringing
pesture,

"Cousin Kay!™ He grinned and actually clapped bis hands. Be wore a tuxedo that hung awkeeardly on him. He¢'d
Already managed to lose a cufflink.

“Hello. ub..." She struggled to remember his mame. “Primo! Cousin Primo. 1's; uh, good to see you.”

[rrime Giovanni smiled, showing even teeth that were the only perfect thing abourt him.

“Ab, Cousin Kay! | hoped you'd be invited this year, Come in!”

“CThis year... 2" Hie ignored her guestion, grabbed her meist and pulled hev into the house. Locking around, Kay
could see people of all ages. formally dressed, mingling, Orinking She sam a fow blond heads, but not Stemwart’'s, and
she didm't see Isabel anyiwhere.
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“fere, come toith me Kay.” Primo had not released her morist, and be mas pulling hevinsistently amay from the
party, tomaed the toest wing of the house.

1o veally..."

T, 1 have something to shor you! But you hape to hurey!”

She'd seen Primo A fer times when they mere both children: Be'd been ugly, whiny and tanteum-prone then.
too. But he mas one of the Glovanni, and Kay suspected they were the ones mith the money, because coen hee proud
mother deferred to them. Unsure what else to do, Kay ment along with Prime, coen theugh something about him,
ot the night, or the twisting corvidors of the house made her skin tighten mith fiear.

Prime pulled her through A small side doormay and inte A gatden of thin, spindly plants.

"Prime, 'm not geing another step until vou tell mewhat you're going to show me.”

1 just wanted to show you the sumset, Svom the top of the hill? 1 very much want to watch it go down all the
way. [Mease come with me? 101 be perfecd”

Ray felt that cold sickness in hee chest that came feom watching someone humiliate himself and not vealize it,
B¢ sotnded 5o uncertain and necdy that she acquiesced.

At the top of the hill was 2 cold stone bench under a desiceared mee with enly one stout branch that stuck out
like the arm of A gallows. Prime sat on the bench and staved, rapt, at the setting sun.

Kay joined him and, sfter a moment, frowned. Why had he been so insistent that she come with him if he was
enly qoing to ignore her! Wide-eyed, be gazed wesi, like a child matching TV, fier glance follomed his for A moment,
but voen the sunset was ualy: Through the thick gray clouds, the ved and purple ovb looked tired and bruised,
Ray turped quickly, Had she beard Laughter? But thete mas no one avound.

“Prime? Is this what you., 7"
“Shiy! Dot yet, 1t's not all the way dormn.”
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"So what! | mean, it’s just & sunset. | think they have another one scheduled for tomorron night, vknow?”
“Chis could be my last sunset coer,” he veplied, still not locking ar her.
She sighed, and crossed lier legs and avms, but she stayed until it was dark. Primo twemed 1o face her.

Can me go back nom!”

“What's your hurry?™ Be put orie hand on bev knee and the other behind her neck. She pulled amav, but not
quick enough to avoid feeling bis vough lips on hevs. She turned ber lhead and teied to pull back, but Prime was
stronger’ than he looked, Despite her struggles, she could not get fres.

“Prime! Qnit itt”

‘o, don't you see? This will be perfect.”

“Don'sl”

"1, lock, this way our son will be o Giovanud," he said, as if it was the most reasonable thing in the world.

Kay sceeamed, Prime flinched but didn't et go.

“Our son will be single blooded.” he said, shifting bis grip. “Kay, 1 don't mant to die & virgin!

Chele strugales tumbled them off the stone bench, and Kay landed atop her cousin. She felr lim trying to roll
Iyer onto her back, so she braced bee leq against the bench to stop him while her hands strugaled with hee purse. Bothy
their hands weve tugging at red veloet s Kay finally got her bag open.

She wondered 1f this was mwhy Isabel had given her A 50,000 volt stun gun. She jammed it hard into Prime’s
s.rr.\mn'n,: A

Che effect was (mntediate. He began theashing and shuddeving. Kay pulled amay and speawled on the ground
for s moment, breathing heantly: Primo was blubbering, curled up in the fetal position.

"Its not fair..." he moaned. Kay pushed hevself unsteadily to her knees, ceamled formard and jammed the
clectrodes into his thiah,

"Bastard!” she shouted. He screamed 100. She stumbled to herfeet, then sat on the stone bench, She burst into
tears. She regained some of her composuee only when she realized that Primo mas starting to uncurl,

“Asshole!” fer throat mas ruw and sore, He was making soft keening sounds a¢ he scrambled amay from ber
on sl foues, but she casily caught up with him and kicked him in the side of the lead as hard as she could, She kicked
and kicked until he stopped moving. 1

x ® x x
Although Ray did not knew it, hev fate — along with that of Primo and of Stemart — was being discussed back
At the house at that pery moment.

“I think Prime is ready for the chanae,” Accorri Glovanni said. Hie tried had to keep his voice neuteal. “He is
sittgle-Plooded, he has flourished under the Proxy Kiss, and even now e is developing necromantic skill, Vou knomw
hoto eare that is before the €mbrace. . .”

Diege Gronanni shrugaed, but it was only superficially a hunan gesture. His shoulders vose and fell, but with
the smooth movement of A machine, not an animal. He moved like an object, not & person.

Tudged by appearance, Dicgo Glovanti would seem the youngest pevson in the voom. But someone who looked
deeper, whe gauged by the pestures and attitudes of the people avound him — Accorri's stight, defensive defiance,
the formal amention of their host €ric Williner, even the intent regard of Kay's “Great Aunt” Isabel — would
imstantly realize that he was the one making the decisions.

Diege Glovanni looked as if he were in bis late twenties. He had been dead for over six centurics.

“Accorri, your loyalty t your descendant does you credit, " he said. “1 wonld hate to think your loyalty to the
family as A whele is less intense.”

Accorel stiffened. “What ave you saying? Vou think I'm disloyal? Is that it! Vou want me o walk on
five for you?™
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“That shouldn't be necessary. 1'm simply concerned that your fondness for Primo might lead to regrettable
haste in this important matter. Primo would be one of the youngest €mbraces in the history of eue clan. If he
is as brilliant and paluable as you say, should we ot mait A fer years and allom him 1o pass on his qualities
the mortal way?”

“Primo... is most eager to change. Hie knows his studies are lmited while he is meetal. Dom, in this crisis, can
you Afford 1o ignore A necromantic prodigy?” .

“Well, T trust your judament,” Diego said, sounding suddenly bored. “If you feel be is so very worthy,
I shall Allowe my great grandchilde Gianmaria 1o €mbrace bim. She has been most ardent in her desire for the
consolations of childer.”

Accorri blinked. "Glanmaria! | thought | might aive him the honor myself.”

"Ob. that mouldn’t do. Already. he bas taken your blood as s ghoul, yes! Giving him the €mbeace toould bring
him nto & closer bond, and that sort of thing is usually rescroed only for loose cannons. Be does not vequire stch
contrels, does hel”

"o, but.,.."

“If wou feel like waiting, on the other hand, 1 might do the deed myself.”

Accornt's face lit up with & greed he quickly concealed. “Obh, you honor us too nuuch. What sort of mait are vou
thinking...?"

Be's aleeady had the Proxy Kiss, so there's no burry. Once 1 am satisfied that heis as precocions as you think,
| suppose.”

1oub . 1 suppese Ul have to think this over.” Accorri covered his confusion with A sip from bis heavy snifter.
ric, secing his companion’s vonfusion, smoothly entered the conpersation in Accorei’s place.

"And have you met Stemwart!”

Dhego’s face mas flat as be said, “Ah, Stewart,” HBis tone immediately alerted Eric thar something was mrong:

‘Do vou think Stewart i worthy of the change, Enic?” Cric glanced at Isabel, but hev face beteayed nothing.

“Stewart would be a tremendous asser,” Accorri said. “If vou think me should wait on Primo, you coufd Do no
better than to' €mbrace Stemarr”

“Really? | rake it you're unamware, then, that be's been bound?”

“Whati” €ric leaped 1o his feet before e conld stop himself, but Diego mas standing before the taller blond had
finished rising. Diego's palm slapped the table hard enough 1o crack the heavy wood, and his veice was hawsh,
"Bleod bound, and not to one of ours!”
"Chat can't be!”

"It has been seen. Dilliner,” Diege spar, his veice vich with contempt, “Vou constantly agitate for more
authority, more autonomy, and yet this is how you squander the trust you ve given! Count yourself fortunate ifhe's
Mlowed to retain the Proxy Kiss, Or pethaps we should just bind him completely?”

“Whe has Done this? I'll break the bond by killing his domitort Tell me, 1. 1 beg you. .. signore.” The last mord
came out with a humiliated crack.

“IF thie storm of ghosts has been such A crisis heve as vou claing you hive more to worey About than oue waymward
ahoul-child. Isthis why you are in such dire steaits? Because you're all thinking of your personal legacies instead
of the family’s needs” Or are you just exaggerating your problems so that we'll give you moee license for your
foolishness!”

Sor 4 moment the room mwas tense and deadly still,

Cric stared at Diego SGievanni. He knew, with cold certainty, that cursing him would be pure sutcide but mwas
surprised At hom much he still manted to do it, irvationally, insanely, Part of him whispered without words, showing
him how srocet it ould be to give in, 1o rage at his elder, to die in a brief, pure, thonghtless act
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Accorri watched closely, If €ric attacked, Accorri mondered, would there be any way — any conceivable way
— Accotri could save him? His mind vaced, going throudh coery possibility. €xcept, of course, the possibility of
{oining bt in a fight against Diege. That was simply et thinkable.

Jzabel merely marched.

"l den'tthink... you've being fair. .. signove,” €ach word rasped out of €ric Milliner like A knife coming up
theough his theoat,

® » x x

Kay stumbled back into the house, to the wide eyes of her famuily. To eoery question, she just sald, “Where's
Isabel?” €oentually a Catin-looking man finally said, “I think she went back through the conserpatory into €ric's
office, bot.,.."

Brushing away tentative hands, she kept moving. Bebind her she left whispersd talk.

"Did you see, .. 0"

“1 think she went off with...."

“Whe is that, amyway!”

"o dsabel 2"

Che conservatory mas lovely, 1t had a Venetian-style trompe Uoeil ceiling, an inlaid floor, a barogque
harpsichord flamlessly restored and tuned. A well-used bass viol sat on a stand in the corner, And a
frumpy old woman sat on the binch At the harpsichord. She smoked a cigarette and caught the aghes in
her hand

T need to see Isabel” Kay said, heading toward the door. Moving with surpricing speed, the old lady qot
i her way.

Mo one enters,” ghe said with & thick Halian accent, Kay tried to move past her, but it was like trying to push
asouch up A spival staivcase,

“Toone enters,” the woman repeated. Kay could feel the tears welling up inside her again when the
door opened and theee men emerged, The youngest of them was saying something in Halian 1o A blond
man, Kay's 1talian was very peor — something about hom a man whe could control his animals could
still prospee. The blond man looked very angey ina cold and distant way. Then Kay sam Isabel and threm i
berself tomard her relative.
 Kay! What.. what's mong?”

Cliatching Jsabel, Kay couldn't stop sobbing, ¢ven as she realized that the blond man and anether, dacker, man
mere staving at her

“Be... he tried t0,,.."

“Shh, calm dewn now Kay.” Isabel pushed her away; holding her at arm's lenath. "Kay! Cook at me! Calm
domn!”

Gazing into Jsabel's eyes, Kay felt the clenching sobs that bad held ber velinguish their grip. Theey meve perfect
leabel's eyes, Dark and flamless and deep.. ..

“Cell me exactly what happened,” Isabel said.

“Cousin Prime wied 1o cape me.”

Isabel’s gaze flicked operto the dark-haired man, and as Kay looked around she vealized the others in the room
mere staring At him — not at her, s she had feared.

Che subject of their stares opened his mouth, closed it. then finally shrugged and said, *Shit. Well, good thing
she's A fast runner, | guess.”

fyis callons tone left Kay speechless, Jealso provoked A bark of langhter from the old moman and a glare from
Isabel. Then the young man spoke.

Kisame; Coeps



“Hom Ok you get amay?” Hie asked. The authonity of
his poice pulled her around to look, instinctively, and once
shye looked into Iis eyes the theught of lving, or coen not
anstoering, became inpessible.

I think 1 way have killed him,” she numbly said.

“What?"

X X &

Accorri Siovanni had been a pomwerful man in fife,
And he was immeasurably steongerin death. The thought
that this.. . this nobody givl!.., might have killed his
beloved great-geeat-grandson obliterared all rarional
thought. Befove even Isabel could veact, he mas at Kav's
threat, lifiing.

Do s about 1o smash ber head through the harp-
sichord, when he vealized that taking hold of her had
broken her neck.

Isabel lunged ar bim, €vic's atempt o shield
Accorrt glomed her only for an instant but completely
destroyed the bass viol when he landed in it. But it
wasenough: Before lsabel could reach Accorri, Diege
was between them,

“Enough,” he said.

Reither one would meet his eyes, but both
sTepped back.

“She was to have the Proxy Kiss tonight, Accorri,”
Isabrel said, her voice nght, controlled.

“Suck you.” Accorri veplied.

"Both of vou be quiet,” Dieaw said. Then be spoke
again, this time in Greck.

A moment of <bill spread over the room. Diego
cocked his head and said, “Primo isn’t dead. Hieis badly
imjuired, howeper.”

Accorri’'s quip tightened for Ao moment, then he
dropped Kay's limp form to the floor.

“Sigmnore, | —" €ric Milliner began.

“Bush,” Diego said. Chinking haed, he was per-
fectly still. He 3id not blink or mope his hands. he
turned to Isabel.

“Uhis Kay: She 15.the one of mhom you spoke? The
scholar-athlete?™

Isabel nodbed, and ADded, “With enough auts to
fight & ghoul and win,” glaring At Accorni.

“She will receive the €mbrace tonight,” Diego de-
clared.
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"What?” shouted Accorrl, for the second time that night.

“And you. Accorri, will give it to her.”

Chis time, it was lsabel whose eves widened with shock.

“Weanwhile. Isabel, you will find Primo and give the Smbrace to him.*

“Butsignore, this is... it's..." Coen as he protested, his master's reasons weve lining up in Accorel’s brain
Cach sive mould be saddled with a disliked and distrusted neonate — the last people they v enlist for treachery
Agaist their fellows. Alse, each neenate would be bound by loyalty to the very family members they would
most want 1o betray,

“Wes, Accoriil”

Accort! shook his bead, “1 wish youd asked nie to walk fire instead. Bur whateoer you say. Sor the family.”

“Sor the family,” lsabel echoed, soudy., She turned to exit the music room as Accorrd, resigned 10 his task, bent to it

Diege turned to €ric (hlliner. “Perhaps you're right, €vic. Perhaps the Proxy Kiss is a bit old fashioned in these
modern nights.”

Che ¢ld mwoman gave another bitter laugh:

Ragsafs Conins
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Whereas his kinsmen chiefly browghe hem up;

Sirsoom he

{rm-j' its m diviniry,

The fruatful plot of scholarism praced,

Thar shartly he was graced with doctor's name,
Excelling all, whose sweet deliphe disputes

In heavenly marers of thealogy,

"Til swollen with cummmg of a self concelr,

His asvaxem wangs dicd mount abowve his reach,
And, meliing, heavens consjrired his overthrow;
For falling v o dewlish exercise,

And ghated more with leaming's golden mfts,
Hie siorfuits ufim eursed necromancy.

— i

You wanr a histary of the Giovanni clan? You got
s A death cule of devanged Kindved Embraced the
scionof the Giovanni Family. Thisscion wasted no time
buryiny a knife i their backs. He Embraced childer of
his owm, wha became very nich, very powerlul, or both,
andall the orher Kindred resented them for it. Knowmg
that the End of the World was coming, the Giovanni
prepared while the rest of the Kindred fought with each
other and mizzled fresh hlood ar each ather'scotillioms:

Asrothe future of the Giovanni clan, here it is, too:
We win. When the great Gehenma zomes and che rest
of the undead are burning in smoldering columns of
brimstone o sucking down their childer’s precious
witne, Augustus will come forward, peel back the skin
between the worldsof the living and the dead, and we'l]
all carve thrones from the hones of those too stupid
know what had been a long time coming,

ristopher Marlowe, Doctor Fausnes {1604 A Text)

Oh, but don't stare woiting checks just ver, patan,
Your're new. All the smarrmoything | juse did in't going
o i‘lt‘:l]’? o et 4'1|'hl.‘.':.‘|d. Nl.'.'! wit |'l|.'|'|!=. BHTIE A |I1|,!L'1‘.‘-;! ||f'|n.||1"|]_f.

D"t vol] your fucking eves ac me. 'm telling you this
tsa favor to your mother, God resther sl You're one of
the lucky ones, You get toleamn the big picture. Moseof the
young ones have lazy siressoronly Hsren when we ger o the
parts abour making o million dollas o simioge on (helr
brothiers’ Fices. Muost of the ning mes Jdie

New blood like you comes prerey cheaply in the
modern nights. So, now that you're Kindred vou've got
it all fipured oue, hub! All the Glovannl family secrets!
Mow you know why the April 4th reunions are so
important and Wl‘i‘f 5o few et pnvited to them! Well
then, answer me this, What is the sienificance of the
rewnion's date? And where dld all these Kindred (n our
family come from?

(Cotaprer Owr: A Fan g Comcsn
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Na aden; huh! See, you've just gone from being
ipnorant kine (thot's what we v ampires refer to humans
s seed to ignotant Kindred. That's whiat miost vampires
refer to themselvis ns. Yeah, 1 know. Tt's Tike we've gt
a ditferent name for every r.h'll'lj, And by the way, don't
ever use the word “vampire.” 1Cs seuptd. Sure, Kindred
s affecred, bue i you refer to yourself a5 o vampire to
anorher Kindred, they'l] probakly lock ar you like you
just shoured “motherfucker” m the middle of Mass.
Shot wp ond deol wich . Giovanni can handle dhe
e sadde of thie family remaining in the dark about
things: hell, we preter them thae way, Withall the shit
that’s poing down right now, what we cannot abide s
another ignorent Ghovanm whelp. Everything isa livele
tod precarioun to have another wer-behind-the-ears
neonite Kmdred arcund (neonate means your kind,
pewhic), S0 s up o me as your sice, the one whio
Embriced you to bring you, my childe, up to speed.
Clapice? Good

We gota lor to cover. O the plusside, though, (his
story's got everything—sex scandals, incest, nigrimancy,
chnnections t onganized crime. The list goes on and
on. So, sit back, relax and enjoy. Just promise me you
won't mike thisshitintoa movie, or L'l have o kill you,

Berore HiISTORY

Mow, this s the pare of the “Weltome m being
Kindred” talk where ['m supposed to vell you sbour ersy
farmers murdering therr brothers and ancient cities of
Kindred coexisting with mortals and <hir like that.

Well, I'm not going to. I'm not going o becauss o
smacks of all vhat pompous selF-apisforion dht the
other cluns have i spades, Invidably, The Most
Atguste Historiye of Our Noble Clanne is 4 pack o
seli-coripratulacory Ties thar other Kindred conseroct
o fir ther self-images. Believe me, I've heard enough
tates ol Toreador bull-doncer goddesses and marbles
skinned Ventrue conquerors to know thar you can
trust o creation myth only so much as you can trast the
teller. And remember, you're Kindred now — you
et brst areybody ¢lae,

Add 1o the et thar clan histories are largely
propaganda the fact thar they're outright wrong, Ask
st Of those other motheduckers abour the [FrogeiieT
and you'll hear some cockeyed clipumap ahout Cain
with-un-"c™ and being cast our of the Land of Nod (or
mayhe Biished o the Land of Nod — | don’t emem
bier) and other sorts of riffs ar the Bihlical level. Now,
P'in s fuichiful a Chrdsrian s | erose you e, but T know
i well sy sensible Kindred that the Bible s fucking
metaplion Jesus, IF he existal ar all, was 2 man PO
whose shoulders the weighe of the world fell — in
principle. He's like George Washington. He didn't

single-handedly bring the Wird to a needy peaple, anid
he didn'tspring from the unsexed loins of o viegin, Shi
like that's just not physically possible. A1 of the deeds
attribured ro Jesus are the work of an uncountable
number of early Christinns, boiled down o the paczahle
that i the Bible: In's the sume with Kindred —*Chaire”
isn carly manifestation of the Evervkindred.

Nu, the cruth of the marrer is thac fhere was no s
vampire.” Or If there was, no one remembere the
r'rmtl'lfn-ﬁ_lcl::r's M (-:mi 1|!i|l1'4 li ~]i il:~|c:i||1'|: il |1|='
world and siayy "Ly, now s time for some Blood-
ﬂmkihg parssited to m aound and fuck with the

Children of Seth” — Seth being another metapharionl
personage from the Bible, and the Gither of the ece of
mortals as we know (tmonight, No, the carliest Kindred
wire part of the world asiewis hefore the sudario — the
willl thay sepimres the dead from the living (and us) —
e o b

Look pr some of the coneepts-of the afredife thar
almiost uimiversally arise when you get into early cul-
tures. The Underworld was a place you could physically
g T chie Greeks, you could enter the Underworld
through caves and coverns; it existed liemmlhy below the
eround, To the Ezyptians, taveling westward would
evenmlly bring wman to the land of the dead, Cermim
Native American cultures believe that the soul foes ra
the “hnppy hunomg grounds” afrer dearh. Bven somie
more “modern” conceptomlizstions of whist comes after
death involve r'i:rr.tf. the Chrstian IHenven and Hell,
the MNorse Vallalla and Nittheim, Kabbalist Rabhy
Joseph ben Shalom's “abyss of nothingness" thar =
erossed at the moment of death and Grostic Awaken-
g, These wre ull places. They're all locations. They're
all geographically describable settings thar, whether
physical, metaphysical or spinitual, are places you can
srand and emoke o Clgarette

[t emly moakessense, chen, choe o yow con ot these
places, vou cin come back fram them

That is what a0 Kindred is. It is, for betear o foy
wirrse, o person whoe has come back from the place
known as desrh, Nt evervone can do it And [ don't
l[‘link anyone cian l|L1 Iomdre |}|;|,|i LI

Don't look sideways ar me. P'm as Catholic as you
are. | know thit when | died T should have gone to
Heaven or Hell. Bur | didn’t. You dida't. Our souls, for
'-‘rhalluLrTiﬂnnTuh'-“lmlrn TECH Yl Wiose to iscribe po
ity gob part of the way there, suid, "Holy shit, 1 forgot
something,” and came back to tnhabir our bidies. |
don't pretend to know why — that's something the
wisestelders in the ¢lan hiave been studying sinee before
there even was such a Liu'ng s Clan Giovanng. Buar |
knvonw thae ie's o

o ot trying o be all new-age and mystical with
you, Puck thar. God has desizns for o porson, thar's
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II | | those of ws who became Kindred are just o e
Ml |

r”lﬂ | l\ I I ' 'l ” I ||I what | believe. It just so happens thar Ciod's desipns for
1| ! |

different from what's nommal. Wvou wik me, you pot no
reason even trving ro fipure out why G wants Kin

dredstalking His creation. Youmay aswell ask yourselt
why there'te such things av wolves or llons. Giod
knows. Youdon't. You can’t; so don't fuck with it You
do your job and ler God do His:

That “coming back,"” that return [rom the Lind of
the: dead is what sets you wpare from the Tving, and it's
what sers the Giovanniapart fromi the other undiead,
I'm not debaring that the Embrace works. You don't
have o walk to a special room thar's labeled "Dead
People” and step back our, Your body doesn’t malee the
joraTIcY. Your soul does 11. |||.|i.'|.-= the trge and then
rerurns £ your body — that's the Embrice.

That beirie the case, I'm sure | hove roshed onlyv o
lirtle more light on the subject. Unless you're one of the
lowborn American caste of Glovanni, vou prishably
know that our stock in teade is souls, tha the Giovanni
hiave the power to grub the spiritual part of 4 mortal (or,
more accurately, her spiritual residue lefr after she's
departed) and do what we wanr with it Hell, it wouldn's
surprise me if some Giiovanni elder somewhere knew
how to crente Kindred without even resorting o the
Embrace, muybe catch the soul of 5 dead man and st
it back into his body at the moment of mansiton, Ah,
but never mind that — I'm getting away from mysels
The most impertant thing (s o remember thar, as
Kindeed, vou were made. You were Embraced for a
ressont. Your soul animates a climically dead body for a
reason, or, more likely, a multitude of reasoms thar just
happen to colncide. My reason for Embracing you fsn't
the same reason that Dicgo asked me o Embrace vou,
which sn't the same TCRHM your mather wanted me to
step forward and sugeest it in the first place, which im't
the same reason thar Margaret Milliner wanted w
Embrace you instesd of having me dis (1. And after all
that, none of those reasons nre the same reascns tha
Giod makes it possible for the whole thitng o hoppen to
pegin with, Regardlessof the nﬂrHF:'nI‘:m} sinple ome of
thuse purposes, those purposes dio exist. That's the best
way o look ar it

The worst way to look ar it 1= wo consider tharyou
fucked up dving and came home for more. Wolcome
h;']Eli. Hlﬁu' rhl." l'l!':i"‘-' [ITE® |'{1ﬁll'[l_'fﬁ[

MoRrtAaL RooOTS

[II'I'I OO0 gesng mpr:.'u-nﬂ ik I"I-.‘ il EXpert

ore this part. Al the shic we're pomng o ik
:'I]'Iﬂl.lr ]'li'lpl"l"lll‘ll Bh lIIiI*.'lI HE LW [I'II.Ilni\-;'IE‘lui
YEars ago. That's not o SNy we've hidden
Kindred in our miL‘I..'-t for two millennia We've bome
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that distimetion foronly the st thousand years, give or
take., Thur's the reau i mest of those 1 the L:n:_'nw
bebeve us to be merely o produce of the rise of the
butgeoning middle class roward the end of the Dagk
Ages. That's the problem with the other clans; they
overlook the longevity and resources af the mortal
Ciiovanni family, Kindred pride can Blind you o the
fet thine the kine can and di affect his s Bl lllgrt::ib.

The tact is thar the Giovanni family first came to
prominence ar the height of the Roman Emprre. OF
comrse, we weren't ealled che Giovanni ae the rime. Ohr
precumsors were known then asthe Jovian family, Muich
as we Liovanm would lacer doduring the Crisades, the
Jovians made a ridy profit on the constant wars that
plagued the Empire, The snnuls some elder seneschals
keep ar the Mausoleum in Venice even include eargo
manifests the Jovian family ransacted asearly as 31 BC,
when the fovians shupped supplies to Octavian's srmies
m norehern Alrca ond then, woomake anoeseea buck or
twa, berried spres and messages back ro Rome for Mark
Antony's side of the war, Ir wouldn't surprise me 1 the
|ivians sold the Romons the metal toceafe thenailsthey
pinneid Christ ro thie cross with (again, assuming thar
Clyrist wus real),

And, in o tradibon the Giovanni continue o
uphold, the Jovians began our practice of mgrimaney, OF

u_,_-.-_._—._-._-,‘ I: |
|

course, the Black Arr had ver ro gain s dreadful stigma
during the time of Roman dominance. Ancestor wor

shipwas accepted as part of the natural arder, Emperors
were godds; and most families kept sovne sore of shrime o
unother i their homes to please the spirits of the
departec, Familind responsibility did nocend with dearh,
on eithersade of thesudorio. It was importane thae the
duriful fares familigres be venerared and the spiteful
lemures be appeased. [ return, the spints of cur ineies

tors blessed the fomily's endeavors and came o our ad
m time of need. In particular, the founder of our line was
helel in the highest esteem. Although his rroe name
kost 1o us, with the possible exception of Aupustus o
one of the moest exacting anuani elders, he becnme
idenrified with the dewy Dis Pater, sl of the Roman
Underworld, Quite irenic, considering the soot of our
name came from Jove, god of the sky.

Throwgh a combination of the mortal Jovians'
shrewd business acumen and possible aid from s Paper
and the family's other dearly deparred, wealth flowed
it [ovian cotters from all over the Empite. The Jovian
tamily earnied i wealth thiough moneylending, mer-
chimt ventures, ~1u|||.lmg and tavel, and even aomu
degree of artsanship. You might say that they were one
of the ariminal conglomermtes. OF coume, thar's no
exactly troe — the famlly certainly wasn't o very cen-
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Disater

Alchoueh unknown w many but the eldest of Giovanni Kindred and the most dedicared students of rhe
family’s history, the potent spirit that Giovannd enzianf o the know consider the legacy of dheir family's
progenitor hos wielded greae power in the Underworld foe chovsands of years, [n thae rime, the spint calling
tseell Dhis Pager, or F 1|!|r| Wealth, las subtly influenced the lwum,.mni undead descendants ul the Jovian Gimily
with varying degrees of success, While the standard Glovanni opinien on shiritd ts that they're only anound 1o
bie wsed 1o achicve the family’s poals, like any other exploitable resouroe, miost angiani — and even Augustis
Limsell — eeear Dis Pater with respect. The Necrommncens cite several reasons for this unigue reverende

First, Dis Pater is o being of immense power, boeh as o potent foree within wraithly society and i cterms of
his cwn personal puissance, and it's prudent to have such g spinicon your side when many wraichs would be more
than satisted to see the Necromancers destroyed. The Giovannl's veneration and the emotional energy it
generatesserve o give the powerful spinito a reason to intercede onthe clan'sbehalf when one factian or another
i the Underwarld dectdes it has had enough of the Kindred. For uges, acharge of direct violstion of the Diction
Mortsaon [the Code of the Dend, which until recently prohibited spiriti from Inteiacting with the lands of the
lving) levied by somesne of Dis F':irx.r s influence was usually sufficient to putas end rwoany Atteqng af writhly
retaliation against the Giovanni, Tondght,given the state of things across the sudario, no one's sure of just what
Father Wealth'sreach may be. Justkeep in mind tharan more than one oceaston, Dis Pater hag used its influence
to pull Giovanni far from the fire, And of course, by the same roken, Dis Pater may aleo use his influence ind
might to hamm those who displease him: The ancientwraith's level 6f power 1s such thut those Giovanni who
tnake the mistake of showing improper reverence or, worse still, frreverence, rend o suffer grve misfortune
(somietimes culminatingin there Finu Deatl), As the Giovanm well knaw, g Kindred has fig beteer incenlive
for tespect than the sense of self-preservation.

Second, Augustus shows Dis Parer respect Mot that the entire clan s populated by yes-men (though mven
Citovanni Bmhracing practices, few Necromangers would deny some trurh in thar), bur racher, this ties into the
respect hased on self-preservation: mentioned before: I you distespect someone Avgustus Cliovannd bimselt
reveres, you fre indirectly showing your disrespect of the Antediluvian himsell, Given Augustus' rempermment
and ihilivy to hold & erodee, this i3 nor theway to enjoy adong unlife:

Finally, in the case of the cldest of the Grovanni especially, the reverence of Dis Pater is an ingraingd
bt Is somethicg the mmgidni procticed inthee breathing dave, with the Wealthy Fatbir being veneritad
ilongside the Chriseian saints in the uniguely Glovanni observance of Catholicism. In Gidvanmi dogma, Dis
Puter is the eiquivalent of the pateon saint of thie Giiavanni faally teselC AT oweh ta some modern Giovann,
¢ven u few in Tealy, Carholicism is r.utlun[, maore than wsocial event where family and neighbors spend an
howr ar two each weel retiewing ties ol community, moseet the muinseream branch of the tamily, ar least,
observes o devation that, while onsettling o mony Kmdred outside the family, nonetheless takes o
teverential stante on the Trnity and the agenrs of God on Earch, passed on or otherwise. The Cathalic
Giovanni are raught from an early age thar in times of need a member of the Glovannd family may I.||” LT
Dis Pater for aid and thar, if the need is great enough, he will respond — a face thiar has been borne out for
muny of theanziani elders since becomine Kindred. Having a patron saint literally come moone's ald isn ereat
way o reinforce a person's, or a Kindred's, reverence.

eralized entity, 3o faras Lean vell. To was Hke any family,
with the individual members deing what they wanted.
It just so happened thae the Jovien family was alse o
prime network, The guy who sold you Venetian sculp

tiire also had o brother who could get you spless cheaper
than everyone else paid for them, and their cousin
quarried murble that would lodk perfect for the Qoors of
your new palazzo. They weee guilldsmen and black
marketeers, tulent eraftsmen and seurrilons middle-
meér, Ohne wonld fuck vour sister and anocher would
whisper ol your prievance to the Caesar. They were
everywhere, almost unhedrd OF | orae least not a8 promi-

rieneas they would soon become) during the last days of
the Senate and suddenly ubiquironus ar the emerpetice ol
the Elnpln'.

Some of the Jovians, D ihink, also had to e aw e
of the Kindred, I've mlked w one of the anzani about
whar showed up on a really ald bill of liding as “rwa
casks, filledwith earthand enbier sumilry miterial, ro be
left o eerrleval™ ar Roman pores in Corsican anad ot the
southern rip of what became Spain. OF counse, | cin
make no guarantces, but 'm pesonally cermaim thar
also, during the Punic Wars that servedd as the mortal
cover for the Mulkavian-Brujuh vendetta, iny number
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af fleeing or rallying Kindred traveled between
Carthage and Rome and perhaps biack again ahoard
the earliest Jovian privateers. Certainly, some ] ovian
was Embraced by one clan or another for her personal
assets. Whoe knows! Maybe even one of the Premascines
— I'll malk about them later — ot the brood-mother of
one of those Infamous Roman Nosferato dens was one
ol the carly Jovian Emhbraces,

Within 200 years — an ironically shore and long
time for Kindred, as you will no doubt find our unless
you meet your Final Death early — this loose cabal of
related mortals became a wealthy and increasingly
close-knit hum[}'. SErTiTIE the prec edent for the Giovanni
metchant princes of the coming Renaissance. Obvi-
ously, they weren't everywhere or everything that
tound its way to the Empire, bue thar didn't marrer.
They were the Kennedys and the Medicis of their rime
The Jovians had enough commerce going and enough
contucts o expand it ro keep their pockers far for
Centures o coime.

With that wealth came power. Jovians gained high
offices throughout the Empire, finally culminating in one
of the family becoming emperor, Flavius Jovianus, in the
fourth century. The Jovians had been Christinn since it
had been an option, if the almanacs of Ludo Giovarnini are
e, Flavius Jovianus became emperor after the death of
ulian the Apostare, once again turning the Empire into
€ hrstian nation after Julian's reygn of paganism. Then
again, Julunus Aposta was the nephew of Constanting
the Grear, who made the empire Christian officially. The
state religion seesawed back and forth berween emperars,
bur that's always the case with the issues in palitics.
Regardless of all this back-and-forth, the Jovians had
chusen their side years before.

But the haleyon days were not o last. Flavius Javianus
ruled as emperor for one fucking year before dying on the
way from the fronuer to Constantinople. Yes, be Tad a
Chnstian burnial — | believe you can still find the tomb
ot the Church of the Apostles there. By the end of the
tourth century, the Empire was already in decling in the
West. Tribws of Germanic harbarians threarened o over-
runc Rome, and by the fifth century, it was obvious they
wiuld probubly succeed. Rome was sacked twice prior to
itk eventuil surrender to Odoucerin AD 476, Bath tiiTies,
the Jovians weathered the Germans' depredations by
buying thewr lonpeviey or with aid from their Gamilial
guardians. However, in their moment of greatest need,
the lares familiares deserted them, or wotse, appeared as
bemaires and sdded to the destruction,

Forrtunes FALL

Whart we later learned was that a preat storm had
erupted in the Underworld, to coincide with the
Empire’s fall. Ar the ume, however, all the Jovians

knew was thar the ancestors whom they had venerared
for centuries had cur and run when their aid was most
i demand. To this ndghe, the Giovanni family no
lomgeeasksaid of wraiths, whether family or otheryize
— mather, they compel i,

Feartng far irs safety, the family cut its losses and
fled to an island sertlement founded by Roman refucess
from Arrila the Hun's invasions a quarter contury
earher, After that, 1t was every man for himself for o
while, bur ar the end of the fifth centure, 12 of these
island communities decide r band together under o
council of their reprisentatives, In the bepinning, these
seftlements: paid lip service o the Eastern Roman
Empire, but it wasn't long betore the Lombirds walzed
in anud kicked the shir our of the remainder of the
Reman army in taly. And so, more refugees fled o the
safety of the islands of the Venetan lnpoon, incrensing
the settlements' populations The Jovians, while on the
ropes, weren't crushed, however. They adapred o the
environment, settling inrolesof leadershap (who dovou
think was on that representative council ) and mercan-
tthsm: Whenever peeple had a need, the Jovinns were
always among the ones to provide.

Now the next couple of conturies were prerty quiet,
by Iralian standards, The Lomband invaders and the
Romarn forces reached astalemare, The nascent Venice
continued to grow, becoming more Influentlal in the
region, clectityg its first doge (the Venetan dialect of
the Latin title dux) in the eardy eighth century as o
response o rebellious sentiment engendered by En-
peror Leo 11 position in the lconoclast sowement the
previous year, The lconoclasts, Leo amony them, s
religious fconography as sinful, because man had no
right o reprissent Gusd us filrered theough his own fechle
senses, The lconodules, on the other hoand, <aw no
problem wirh representations of God, reasoning that by
virtue of the Incarmation, God was man, end therefore
it was no big heresy o represent him graphically
Needless to say, this was the relisious hot button of the
century, with iconodules claiming that the iconoc s
were replacing images of the glory of God with mon-
ments to their own vanity (read o biogmaphy of
Constantine V sometime ), while the feonoe lasts maln-
tained thar God's glory was God's glory and ir's His
decision how to revenl fr. The whole sisuation wasn't
particularly new; the question had been mised since rhe
first stick figure that someone wrote "God” inder hud
surfaced five seconds after the Word wis spoken, but
you know how eisy it 5 to fire ups the sealis an eidher
sivde of an issue.

Shur the fuck (ifaH this all has a pennt, Fronn ches
arpument, the Glovanni family emerged, complete with
its modern sumame, as @ prominent power within the
newly formed state. Divorcing themselves from the
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teferences o love, sod of the sky, the vew Glovannl
reinventod their identities in o new Italisn {as opposed
to Roman Y context, Thissatsfied the iconoclist Tenv i
Chipvanmt o chat they no loneer ook "Ged" as thesr
surmame, and satistied the iconodules in the family by
removing the issue from debate alrogether, Dan't think
thiae the concern was any less smong the former Joviang
thun it wis among the rest of Chrlstlaniey. One of the
Giavannl jconoclast’s sirongest proponents, Plero
Giovanmi, wrote two dogmatic treatises on the sulject,
practically seresming that, "We cunnot be godly iF we
¢laden to be god when introductions are made.” | hope
thiar he's sertled down now that he's dead.

No Rest FOR THE WICKED

Afrer the resolution of thar partlcular hysterda,
thimyes calmed down... unel Charlempgne come onto
the scene.

See, ar the end of the cighth century, the Lombard
kiruz Desiderivs decided tostick his nose into a dynastic
dispore among Hie Franks. All vhis succeeded in doing
wis pissing off the guy who came out on wp of the
dispure, Charlemagne, and convincing him o head
south to kick some Lomband ass, Which he did,
Charlemagne defented the Lombards ar their capital of
Mavin (sourth of Milan) in 774 In o very generous
peestune, Charlemuagne divided the conguered londs with
Fope Adrian in Rome, creating the Papal States. Such
generasity, and probably nosmall amount of coercion,
mduced the Pope to name Charlemamme's som Pepin
King of ltaly m 787, This is where Venice, and by
extension the Giovano, become invalyved,

Ar the twm of rhe nimth century, Uherlerio degli
-‘:"nr'ullllnri. rl'\l."!'l 1}|"‘|_E{" it "."Ir'nlt'n'. rf'h"ll‘fj'll".l' E':1!|1i11iI'Tl‘|{
Vinice wo the Fomkish empire — which by then had
been dubbed the Holy Roman Empire — in an effore o
strenathen his very tenuous grasp on power, fearing o
conp like the one he himsell had engineered 1o put
burmsell 1 charpe of Venice: By thar tune, Charlemagne
wis seckmp ro consohidate hispower in Northern [raly by
chippingawayarareas like, oh, ket'ssay Vernuce, thacwere
tustoricully subject to the rule of the Esstern Roman
Bmpare. Then, when his posinon had become even less
wenahle, the Dioge invited Charlemagne'sson, King Pepin,
to send on army up from Ravenna to occupy Venice.

Owerthrowing the ifept l.'}uuu,, the communitics
of Venice sot aside theie differences amd Formed o
common defense. At thesouthern end of the Vienetian
lapaor, the communities of Chiogeia and Palestring
fell quickly o the advance of 'epin's armiy in the
spring of B10, followed soon after by Gruodo and Jesolo
ar the narthern end of rthe lagoon. Then, however,
Pepin wae stymied by che cioy's warery detenses. The
Giovanniwere one of the pitraot tivmilies L'E=:|1ur|:iil1|c

for having all channel markers and buoys removed,
making the shallow lapoon a hiszacdous maze of hidden
showls and swift currents impencrrable wo the Talisn
kire's novy. I shore, it was o g "fuck sou” o the
dennggy that Venlee had long soueht to rermain inde-
pendent ol | think we should wse that tactic agaln
awimetime —ormaybe remove all the lne markers imd
directlonal dividers from the hichways aind thorough-
fares when it becomes prudent. But chiat's neither here
ot there. T ean't think of two many tmes invading
armies have threatened Boston or Vendee in the past
30 years, It's still a grear idea, though,

Anyway, Pepin's army spent six months comped
ont the mainland, where they suffered bows of de-
hilitaong summer fevers, harossing artacks by the
Venetians and constant rumors of a Byntine fleet
on its way to support the ¢ity, [n the end, Pepin and
his army withdrew, with only a teken agreement by
Venlee to pay manual tribute to show for their
efforrs. King Pepin died a few weeks later, and his
father Churlemapne pave up his ambirione of con-
guering Verice. That'swhat you ger when vou fuck
with the Glovanm

More imporeant chan the milicary vierory, though,
the compaign served to forpe o sense of communiry
among rhe Veneriang thar defined them for the next
thousand years. Thesiepe wae also responsible for mov -
ing the Venetian capimm| from s origing] locanion on
the barrier istand of Malamocca w a bemer defended
group of istands near the center of the lagoon, an orea
known as Rve Al or more commondy Rialoo, Many
Venetn families, mcluding the Govanni, moved o
Rialto for the protection provided by the mreacherous
shallows thar lay berween it and the invading force.
Evenatrer the sicgewas broken, the capual remvimed a
Riulto, as did the Giovann, The area ot Rinleo soon
ecame the metropolitun center of the lagoon, the iy
known tonight ns Veniee. "Rinko” even rempins the
aame of the commercial center surrtunding the aldost
bridee across Vemce's Grand Canal,

For the pest few centures, Venice continoed o
prow, becoming the dominant martime power im the
Adriatic Sen. The Ghaovanni took advoneape of the
apportunities afforded to them by their location, their
posttion and there weaithly benefactors and roestah-
]Lsh-:d themselves as the W\:i‘t]tlw l'u_-irh tir the ]~.:l_:'.l.cv the
Jovkans b left bebind. Tt wei ar this vime thie we come
to the attention of the Cappodocian clon of Kindred.
Many of thewr members were ohsessed with death, and
several led ruhilisric heresies, tfed from the dead o
maintained elaborate (for the time) laborstories wliers
they potdered the mysteries of life and death, Sonwe also
made theie hovens i the moniszerics of Europe and
Maorthiern Atrica. Thew interest in death was different
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frevry that

of the Giovanni, however. While the
Cappadocians may hitve been conremplative i nature,
ll1-.-1r|'ui'n rz over the deid were Il..+||':r|'|'|.||":.. and notal
il '-|'||H||_-!]. It was almisr the AL of the Glovanni
— while we venerarsd the souls of the dead, rhe
Ulappadocians could  manipulate corpses nnd loster
deadly disense

Ohur abitlity with migymancy intnigued these Kin-
dred, especially their founder, if the old tales are to he
helioved. Although the Cappadocians werewe|| versed
in thanatology and had developed 2 necromantie
power giving them mastery over physical enrh, they
new lintle sbour what happened to the souls of those
who die. It wis thefr elders hope that the Giovanni
might reveal these lost Roman secrets to them
which | guess, in g way, we did

THE BIRTHOF
CLAN GIOVANNI

In 1005, the elder of the Cappadocian clan himself
Embroced Avgustus Ciovanni, then and forever after
the patriarch of the Giovanni family, in the depths of
the Cappidocian temple at Mount Ercives in Turkey
| Ffre £ '.l.'l.rILl:'-::l|1'.'1.'1'i_'."|1'“'£'-|'|.",] {u|,||'E,':.'|1 the Ancient's

chief madies, I|-1F‘|‘:1‘El‘s ang Comstancin, whio hod boeh
argued against bringing the Giovanni into the
Cappadocian fold,

Fuck rhem all. They're dead now

This wiasn't just an Embrace of pomp and cir
cumstance, though, Thes wos the moment that the
[:‘.li'lj-.tqll'lu Juns ||-:I-||r'|'||_\] |.|:||_'|'|::=|_-._1lq_'-_ ;1||._] ||_|_|_- exact
muoment Augustus Uiovann modea deal witl the
Devil hirnself,

[.{'5.' different el limrs of (he st ' the leader of rhe
Cappadocions had long before been driven mad with
the weight of andesth, ar had achieved o almost
sttty state b trnscenden ce, Me, | balieve thic be was
hug-fucking-nurs, which was probably why lapheds ind
Comgtancinopposed him, They could see thar Augusnas’
heart was black as sin and o5 greedy as the merchane
fnilics diae had been hiz ancestor from a millenntum
ago. Somewhers betore the Giovanni became pare of
the fold, o cabul of these Cuppudocians, the elder
nelmded, got the idea in their head rthar they could
atone for the Curse of Caine by rddinge the wonrld of s
Lo, NL'. they L'|i|‘|n" want o If-L"”HT the ce of
Kindred. Well, muybe some did, bur thar's beside the
point. Moy these lunaries decided that femoving the
COILEEE ‘.":; '.Hll[\' l|1| BAES .||‘-I.| 'l_' fexl -\.||_‘!'- |I"| !:l'-:_'” N
undead evolution. They wanted to diablerize Geod
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' oot makiog chas upe Go through the libeary of
any Chiovannt who has any knowledge ac all of the
principles of necromancy and you'll find the works of
some af these Coppadocians on their shelves Read
them, ond it's frighteningly simple — these
motherfuckers though that by killing God, they could
hecome gods. Remember all that shit | was talking about
betore! About the Bible and the Chinire myth being
metaphors ! And about how seupid fucking Kindred take
it all liverally ! Well, the Cappadocians were no beerer
thian their peers. For all the rime theyspent inmonzstic
sty and at the fesrof the philosopheesaf e sees, they
were o darme stupid e Bepare oue thare when thisir
scrolls of thanarology mentiomed “mastery of life and
death,” they were talking about power uver the spiviti.
“Litis beyand life" wosn't the sume erernal life pramised
by thie Word: the "other world"™ wasn't Heaven ar Hell
and neither was “the home af thespint" In theirsearch
for answers as to whar the stare of death sotually was,
they uncarthed o few primitive and Mok necromantic
rituals. Lo chelr own vase sophistication and wisdom,
rhey thoughe that the primitive sorcerers who wrote the
rituals they found couldn’t possibly be so advanced as o
use artistic lnnpuage. 1F 1 tald you T was “rich beyond
vour wildest dreams,” dooyou really think I'd miesn
literally that | had more money than vour mind could
pljﬂii[ﬁl'l,.' J_‘untpll_']'u:t'sljf Wu“, t1'|;Ll'1- wi‘L;tL ti‘u:y:
Cappadocions thoughe, and 1 guess thar's why they were
wll serowid in the head, They thoaghe thiey foamd the
Bir Answer and it was now just a motrer of Asking the
[Light Ouestion.

Iraway, it's prewy tragic. 'm demeaning them, but
that's anky because crueley so ensily becomes humer o
our kind. In the same smount of time it wok them o
dowsne thietr own furores they resipned themise]ves for-
evier o fillure, Even i we didn't come along and do the
warld the favor of taking them off the face of the Eaurth,
they would have forever been plaguimg the world with
their skewed undestanding, Tust imagine if you grew up
thinkinge "Blue" was “red," how fucked up would you be?
Dkay, now apply that to the fundamental perception of
your life or unlife Instead of vour wardrobe or cor-choice
color, Sad, Maybe I'm missing a vital part of how this
could reveal the Cappadocians' tue natures as the
saintly insread of the deranged, bur that's whar makes
e believe sostromgly that they were out of their minds.

Tor get buck o the ssue uc hand, the Coppadocians
wanted o Embrace the Giovanni 1o learn their secrets
ot nigrimancy, The Giovanni, of course, wanted to ger
1-<5|'|I.1'ri|in;: [RIRTS I!I"1I1t‘ l:!i,f,—ll ri'|r|]|qr|v:;"1.

And thar was where we gor fucked.

I said that the Cappadociang were crazy, but 1
didn't say they were stupid, They fipured that noe one
in their right mind would jump at the "chance” o

become undeal. So, as you might guess, they candy

coared the whole thing. Erernal life! Power untold?
Erernity free from disease soul decrepinude! The whole
line of bullshit vou bear from neonates who havenrt
yet come to grips with what they are and sweet-talkers
]l)t]]tlng toy Embirace their gir'll"ril:n.j: OF course, thew
didn'e mnention the l!t'|.lr|ufuuu'ml blownd, the face thar
Augustus and his brood would never aguin be ahle to
ke the sun, or, oh, the simple eavear that you have to
die to become a Cappadacian.

TJ.'I I‘II.L u‘ti‘LEl!.. IhnILI,l_;"I., l"il.llﬂll.'ilLl.'- Wis 1t @ man
whowent off half-cocked. Youdon't become pirrtarch
of @ merchint family by being a moron, Augostus bad
spoken with Kindred before — he had even enter-
rained offers from the Ventme and o Ciermann
Toreador to do precisely what the Cappadocians were
rying to convines him to do. But Augustus, damn his
soul, knew whia o Jook for inoa potential sive. His
driving aoals in the drrangement were power and. .
well, opportunity. Augustus didn't forever wane 1o be
ned into the prestation games of the Venre wul
Toreador, and he certamby dida’ want o be brough
inro ehe night with weak blood, even (f he dide't fully
understurd the concepr of generation ur the time., He
knew about the downside of becoming Kindred wnd
waswilling to accept ivso long as he found a litdde room
to mineuver atter the Embrace, The Cappadocians,
deluded, precccupied and not the least hit worldly,
gave him evérything the Ventrue und Toreador
couldn't — the power ofa Methuselish nmd the ¢lanes
to paclay thatpawer, however treacherously, tnt g
fucking promotion for himself and his bloodline.

The heads of the Giovinni family debared i for
[1mi1'.1|‘l] ¥ the berter part afayear. Remember, though
thar this was the beginning of the |lth cenmry, It
was the end of the Dark Apes and the begimning of
the Age of Faltl. Onee they looked past the initial
shock of horrar ur kicking around the idea of becom-
ing vimpires unril the end of time, the tamily's elders
saw nothing wrong with creating o pacr with the
creatures of the night. In the moedern nights, if yoo
gathered vour family arcund you and sald, “Wife, son;
['ve been thinking it over, and we should probably
became blood-sucking predators of the mueho in order
to magimize che return on the family investments,”
they'd rin over to the neighbor's house so they could
Ec_tnl‘i‘lTTd signarure on the form to have YOI COVTTINAL
ted toa mental haspital. Then, though, m less cymicsl
times, taking this Devil's deal was the heighe of
pragmutism. Deuth magic bud long been pracriced by
the family in the form of ancestor worship — thisnew
development cermamly couldn't hure, In facr, the
eldiers TE.‘IM'IT['L‘I.L it I13|;|_Ii‘|t well 1‘l|||'|.u| the Govanm
closer to thelr ancestor-spirits, Dis Pater and the lares
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familiares approved, having the same sense of value
that many of the Giovanni patresfamibias did, They
planned some lopistics —obviously, not everyone in
the family would be Embraced, because spparently
thut was torhidden, and the Giovanni brood would be
so new to the whole thing thar they would have o
bide their time and learn the nature of their undead
existences. Besides, Kindred apparently could nor
create mortal issue, and the family needed ro con
rinue to prow.

One fell swoop: fate sealed. At the Breives meuntain
tenpile, Augustus let the Cappadocians do the deed.

The whole affair wasn'twithout its petty betray-
als, though. Aslsaid befare, Constancia and Japheth
didn't ngree with their elder's decision, As the elder
Cappadociam bled into o vessel and instructed his
progeny w pass that blood through the exsanpuinated
Auvgustus, Constancia and Japheth kept 2 bicof than
virac in order to hold a bit of power aver the other
twi h:lill.hl"-.l -rilr‘ hI:H II-_! |:'"Fl|-‘r'I-LEL'I_I H STTCErDLUS COn-
nection to the elider as well a5 Augustus once they
turned him.

In the modermn nights, this shit doesn't work
anymore, and | can only guess why, Upon the Em
brace, you have to receive blood directly from the
site. You can't just carry around a sealed container
of blood and pour it o o dead guy's mouth o
create insta-Kindred. Bur [‘-H’.mim it owas the ot
thir mysticism hadn't vanished completely from

AnotHER THEaRY

The Gilovanni’s painful Kiss is sometimes
known us the Curse of Lamia, to cermin learned or
conspiratonial Kindred. During the Giovanni purge
of the Cappadecian clan, Augustus himself
dinhlerized the leader of a cult of Cappadocians
known as Lumia, Lamia’s powers reportedly ine
cluded the ability to foster disease, to coughfarth
a clond of mephitic vapor, and to rranstorm her
Kiss into an agonizing bite.

Agcording to one sccount of the purge, Lamin
used the last of her mystic powers to eurse
Augustusas he commitred Amaranth upon her,
blighting him and his issue to cause o similar
agony whenever they fed. If this is tre, 1t wasa
granil nctof defionce: Skeptics, however, remain
unconvinced. Could this secrer cultise have hir-
bared such power to affticr an entire Bloodline
with her spite! And Lamia reportedly fell in the
carly 1Bth century, buriiccountsof the Giovanni's
painful Kiss have existed o5 far back as thie first
century after thewr Embrace.

Aswithesn many other miysciried of the rice of
Caine, the wiarld may never know.
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the world ur that poine, or the elder Cappadochin's
Blood was so potent that the rules didn't apply
Wharever, 1t worked back then, Now, when the
whole of Kindred sociery hides from morrals instead

[ terrifying them ar night, and the mose puissant
“elder” you're likely o meer in America isnine stepe
descended from the mythical Caine, this seems
L |r|'il.| |I|"-.il':J I FO LT MY oW arglments YLl ITYSE
e, metaphorical, Buat it's nor,

Yousew, Japheth und Constancia bid their masrer's
blood away, Constancin preparcid a clay jar and sealed
_l]'.' Vitiae 'I.'lan:i'“ll. 'r"'lrll :"-I."I‘.'.lj\"-ul_\ \'l'lﬂh' J.Il"'lil_"i i"| "-l‘q'lk]_: A
ctiese over the jar, which s now known as the True
Wessel In fact, some Kindred historians speculare that
pur own glan's: weskness came frem thar curse, that
Japheth wished for the mortalsuponwhomwe Chiovan
foed to feel the same burnime asony be and Constancin
and the rest of the Cappadocians fele ar their elder's
decision nor only to Embrace us, but o share his own
o ertul virae withus |L'i.:|||.1,,' eVl .w}‘-:lli‘. the Giovanm
diedn't lerome shour it, rhis True Vessel held immense
pivwer — power that could be used apainat us hecanse of
imunholy comnection to us. [owas the blood of berrayal,
Tlll' ViTage T.F.IIIT |I| ||.||l='|."l| Thl‘" L_.;|F1!\:[L{llf RN I'_I__!|-|

T1HE PDREMASCINES

Some smartass made up the word " Premuscine” as
ictke and icatuck: Ie's from “pre.” meaning “hefore,” and
“manca,” mennimg “hite.” Betore the e Before
AIZUSTLS Pt the bite on the ( il|lll.Jj|I'|| pars. Dheosl]

Anyway, despite the word tor them being ssréastic,
guite a tew Giovanni Kindred were Bmbroced belore
the Giovanm were themselves a elan, Claudius
Lricveatinn, for example, was the childe of Awantis
before Aupustus claimed hus sire's blood. You'll no
doubt hear of Ambroging Gioviinni ot some point
vour unitfe, who, in addinon o having the dubious
hemor of being perhaps the most self-inrerested fuck in
an entire clon of =elf-interested fucks, has all but gone
fogue, purting Bis onim diesires h-u,'rnn: Ii'u_' wr._'|| |'w_';in-r; |d'
hiis fellows. Sore; his'sstill welcome ne the dinner tabie,
bur thar's only because whoever's hosting him would
like soone ideaof what he'sup ta, ifonly to pratect hersell
from humeand mavbe divert hin toward a rival. A fow
mare Ciovannl Cappadocians must sall be aut ther
ard petive | to.

MNot every lremascime agreed with Augusies' deci-
iy to take the mantle of clan status L himiseli,
however .[Lt‘-'[ As sUITIEe II."- faLeE hhlu-g] .-|_:1:1!':1_‘[‘:"||§|__‘|.l-1"|!'_IL
lconochist heresy, so did some Giovanni Cappadocians
stanil on the ather side of Augustus’ Blutant bid for
supremucy, In the modern nights, they'te only whis
peted abour, buk you can be Certaln they're vut there,
Nothing kills a Kindred except another Kindred, and
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these venerable monsters had the good sense to 2o 1o
ground betore their personal issues of dissent became
btal for chem,

Some ure rumored o have maken refuge In the
canals of Venice. They supposedly make their hivens
beneath the surfuce of the water, Granted, 've never
seen one, no one [ know has, but ewo of your cugmis,
Lupo and Givseppe, swear that they're down there.
Personally, 'm more than happy 1o kesp them as
rumars, Think about it— they're ar least four cenig-
I'i"."\l l'lll‘I 1l|i"r.’t" |'1IH‘I ﬂ'r'ﬂ"lgh T 1'|'_1_'I'L' |||.|.'H_|_J,_54'|1| Illtr'\'-
better to |1:s|'|;__1 ot bemeath the water for hundreds of
years thun w see the family anymore,” and wharever
’.l'll”g’1"-"1.‘ hein -1|5|1‘|!.’. down there for those hirmdreds of
years, you just kno it can't be pleasant, The very idea
seires the shil oot of me, snd P've seen shir thae would
s you paler thi vou already are. Now, vou know
thav ronight's Venice = built on the mins of old
Venice, right! That every year, the water mhble ses
just o bit hagher in che Old Woorld? Well, chat's where
they make their havens, i the submerged old city. i
you ever have a chance o rravel o the Miasoleon,
yonr might even find o well on one of the higher cryp
Mlowirs. Throw o permny or stone in there, and you'll hear
the plumk of it splashing into the water. See where I'm
headed wich rthis? Somewhere, someb :.|T dmiomg the
anztan( thinks it's a good {dea to maybe keep the lanes

of communication open. Why else would a portal
the Premuscines’ lair have been buile in che family's
own haven?

Rumors abound of orher Premascines as well. One
of the erazy Mexicans somehody Embraced o fostera
New ":"-’nr‘iLl connection many years ago has been
talking ubout w culvof very old, very hostile Giovanni
known s the Harbingers of Skulls. Word (s that these
"Harbinpers® have all been driven mad by vengeful-
ness or neglect, huying originally struck our on their
own without wnyone knowing shir abour it Other
tamors abour the Harhingers melude your stndard
hattery of Kindred paranoin — thar they've joined the
Sabbut, that they're the last of the "old clan™ (which
| pucss is supposed to mean that they're Cappadocians
and rherefore bona fide Premascines), that they're the
tools. of some Anvediluvian (Hello! We kmowe our
Antediluvian), or thar they're ghises glven physical
form. Wharever the case, they'realways angry a8 luck.
| haven't heard much about them cutside of South and
Clenreal Armerica. That's whar leads me ro believe rhas
they're w brood tht followed the Kimdred ro the New
Warld during the Age of Explotrion, und subse-
quently vanished atter losing contact. Soill, if thar was
the case, they'd probably be on berter terms with the
Pisanoh — the Mexican Giovannt — but thar doesn’y
secm to hald moe, [ have heard, however, thar some
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very powerful Kindred rthar others claim are Harbin-
very huave bieen active in the Far Base and Asisn Minor,
even moving into Epypt ar one poing or anocher:
Murtinodella Passaglia's sire was reportedly dore o by
une of the "old clan” or a Harkinger, depending upon
whao rells you the story, and Ambroging's been strange
bedfellows with a Harbinger numed Unre. This is
another case not unlike the aquatic Venectian
Fremascines, They're fucking old. They're scary, They
hiate you just for being borm. Stay away from them

siorey. | went off ana b of 2 mngent there. Still,
thisawvis when the biggestschism in the clan wok place,
righe at the family's Embrace, Back when you could see
the blood in Aupustue’ eyes: Unlike mest other olans’
intra-blood disputes; this one neverreally threaténed o
eripple theclan. Few enough otusexisted arthe rime tor
this to be o huge deplogienl divide, and fewer srill
supportesd those radical fringes that sdvocned leaving
the takd i the wake of the new porential becoming
Kinudred offered s

TOWARD
THF BRENAISSANCE -
IN Two Forms

Adter the Becoming, Giovannt history once sgiin
grows quiet for a few hundred years, Thiswas a period in
which the family was simultancously conducting two
caleulated risks, First, not long after the Glovannd
hecame Kindred, the Frst Crusade occurred at the
hehest of Dope Urban 11, followed by asubsequent series
uf rher Crusades This provided numierous opportund-
ties fop the Glovannt, | can honesthy say thar without
the healthy dose of good-old-fushioned mortal Latred
for his fellow man, the Giovanol wouldn’t be what we
are tonight.

Cstensibly, the Crusades took place to rum back
the tide of heathens, intidels, hererics, satans, Turksand
ather human detriws, Under the banner of “convert-
ng" these mongrel elements, war was waged, and
furiously at that

How did this help the Giovanni?

Firse, despire my modern and apolopetic opinion of
the whole affair, the Crasades were a holy war, The
Chiovammn, always devout in their unigue fushion, had
evolved from thewr Roman religion to the universal
Catholicism of Western Europe. Say what you wante
shout the practices we indertake, bur we kniow thint
wi're Liod's people at the end ol the night, This holy war
was a chance to prove our righteousness to the world
ancl o Gl Himselt. Much like the Joviats® ships
hrought Romon croops to northern Africy, the

Giiovanni's ships carried platoons ot holy knights to the
Levane Alsg, a tew Giovanni foughit on the front Lines
ot the contlice irselt. Cosimo Abruzzi, o phoul whio was
Embriced on the field of barcle, rode ro Jerusalem with
Baldwin of Edessa, whio was crowned king. Costmo
("the Faithful™) fomed seninst Baldwin on char trip,
knowing that Baldwin's coronatian won ld make Jerusa.
lem o feadal stiee instead of Archbishop Dambert of
Pisa's vision of Jerusalem os a church srate. That's an
important point — regardless of some of the finaneial
benehits the Giovanni reaped during the Crosades, their
falth lay with the Churche 'i"'l'l".'n.'iu_iu_-;l",'. Archbishop
[Yatmbert’s desires didn't come o fruinen and the
Gilovanni lent their support 1o the wrong player, bur
there's no bewer outcome than failure for whit becomes
i roortyred causes Mavbe your-own fatlure (o s (6
Cosimo's case, death by burnimg) isn't pragmatic for
pIUTH but it serves a Ereid I:I]]1.'lf’1];: Pt for those who
believe moyour cause.

Mext, let's be hionest, the Giovannt made fremen-
dis profit from the Crusades. Armies require supplics,
many of which were also provided by Giovanni mer-
chunes, and also shipped on thise same Giovann) vissels
thar carried Crasaders to the Holv Lund. The Gievanni
ulso rerurmed fallen pilprims o their homes... for o
price... and fermed communications back and foeth
between the Popes and the field marshuls. Even the
bartlefields themselves offered finuncial gain for
Crovanm scavengrerss After bartles, the Blood-soaked
ticlds were otven found litrered with severed fingors
the aftermiath of those who cur the dipits from the dead
in order 1o more easily remove the tngs from their
lifeless hands. When the Crusades had run their course
by the late L4ch cenury (ves, other Crusades eecnmed
nfrer thar, but by then the Giovanni had already made
aplace for themselves), the alecady nppreciable Giovanni
coffers had swelled o as much as 10 10 15 times their
previous value, That doesn't mean as much now, in the
modern nights with their overnight Internet million-
fires, but comsider the value e 10 sffered to increase
your wealth by an order of fucking mognitade just
because the Palestimans hate the Jews, would you pass
up the offer!

Fimally, and most imparcant for the tme, all the
Uiovanmni help with the Crosades mide for a sympa-
thetic ally in Rome and the Vatican, I'm nor going
to suggeést that we had the Church under our thumb
— tealpolitik docsn't work like that ard besides, the
lew Liasombra, Ventrue and Toreudor crawling
theough the clérgy would never have allowed that o
happen. Rather, the Pope gave his blessing to the
Glicvvanni family. While our :':','ﬂi!]‘ were different,
they at least coincided on matters of faith and on
the desire to keep the city-states free from unilateral
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feudal rule. When the three greatest wielders of
political power were the rich, the aristocracy and
the Church, you're dome preoy well if you can put
EWL T YLE Corner,

TumwwosGrow Lcry

[t was riphe abour this time, at the dawn of e
Rensisince, that the Govanni as the world now knows
thern emerged.

Frhink you know where I'm headed wich dhis, With
all the money the Crusades hrought iny the Giovannd
frund themselves at a level of comfor tar hr.yt i My
al the other merchant families, and, indeed, TNy
Euopean smstocrats, Rot ser in, and quickly, The
Girorvanu haed therr every pleasure and whim carered o
—s0, toexperence anything new, they hod w rum o
pastimes the rest of the world tomid wr”. lei's Just sy
that many Giovanni chose o do what most others
wonldn't dream of doing,

Like mony nobles and wealthy families: the
Ghaovanni had long been very selective abour who they
secepted nto thew family ranks. In many cases, cousins
wiere married o ench other 1o keep the blood from
becoming dituted. As the rot spread through the family,
however, “keeping the blood pure” became s mere front
tor wharever sexunl roste struck the whim of o given
Gionnni. Now, not all Grovanni are incestious —
that would have withered the Gmily wo imnvalids and
vepetables long agos Bur many Giovanni find them:
selves cruving the comtoris of cheir fellows, Sisters have
bome their brother's children, ancles have spawned
new lines of the family with their meces, and mothers
have doted onhealthfully on ther fiede boys. In facr,
puttimgaside the social impropriery of the whole fucking
mnuess, st Cliovannt aford @ perverse scaous o those
who don't stray from the family tines: You'll hear much
ralk of “single-blooded" Grovann and thetr supposed
supenerty over the “double-blooded ™ In fact, that's
why | agreed to sire vou — you bre the child of your
mather and her father, and that makes vou sinpele
blooded. and thus o “fovored” member of the familv,
miwch w my own esteem

The tastes of the Giovanni didn't simply confine
the like from the
nights of the Renassance to tow, though: i [oct, the
Ghiowanni had grown se faded Ina few slset vears th
almost pny il behavior that you could concelve af had
some enthusiast within the Bimily ranks, Shit-eaters,
rapists, drug fiends, pedophiles, whacksjob religious
cultists, fags, dykes, horse-fuckers, ferislises, murdierers,
ard deviones of all fucking stripes — you want e, you
got em. Even nigrimaney lesell undeswent lts owny Re-
FuSsnee ll'.lf'h., I"'II_'I\_'q'll,l'\l'l_" Tiar I.'I'I_-I_]'H.I were I‘|1|;_ hpirir.s i'l!:'lng
Healr with, the necromancers thoughe it wos fun tostick

themselves to kissing cousins and

l‘]'l.;:il‘ l!iﬁk:‘i 1l IIL' l.'Ur[“{“" Ly ULL -1 ll]t‘ lir-h] e, 'l""hll ] 1
of course angered the sparin thit used to resicle in those
biodies, making them easier to compel,

TrarHuazar sDary

Toward the end of the T7th century, our knowledae
af the Black Arr hind the porennal to propress even
further when Claudius Giovanmi, Augastus right -lud
Kindred, tumed up references o something konown a5
the Khaza™s Diary while studying in Belgrade, Accord-
ing to the handful of papers Claudiue tound, this diary
contimed (nformation that would transform our know!-
edge of nigrmancey from ancestor worship ond
skull-fucking inte somerhing rhat we could use o
change the world glohally.

For a long time, the Grovanm had supporred the
iden that if they could only retum to the nights when
the spiriti could easily affecr rhe world, their power
would grow, 1t's simple logic — rhe Giovanni are the
onby Kindred (well, the only Kindred of consequence )
topractice the Black Art and if the subjects of thatar
could universally increase in power, s would our own
power increase by extension. This desire to tear down
the swdavio is known as the scarch for the Endless
Night, wherehy the dead and rthe living would shire
the same plane of existence or somethmg. Po oo
demeaning 1y 1t jusca bivesprenc for me. Believe me,
if it wis easter to force an mvisible ghost i the
conference ooms of investment firms, law partner-
ships, corfttrooms, senator's bedchambers and, well,
anywhere “insider informarion” either oecurs or 1
discossed, we'td be @ hell of a lot more mtluential than
wealready e, Inface, we might not even need raliide
from the world ar all st tha painr. .

Bur again, I'm wandenng away from my topic

Cluudius turns thissheal of notes over to Augustus,
wh tells him that he's séen a copy of this crazy Jew's
iy ot the Coppadocian remple in Turkey. The
dutiful son, Claudius, goes w rfle the temple, which
kind of coincides with something else that was going
o thae T ralk aboue £00 0 minute. A EYYWEY, Cland s
ongl Ins recovery parny sack the place, taking every:
thing of value ond burning the rest, Seme speculstion
supvests that Claudivs wrechied it out of frustration
over not Hnding the diary. Other Giovanni think
Claudivs found the book; but didn't want to e i
over to Augustus, so he faked the "absenee” ol the
book and bumed dhe temple 5o no one could o buck
and find i missing. laver. Seill others suspecr that
Clandius was faithiul, found the Khazar's Diary and
presented it o Aupustus, who kept the whole thing
guiet to give him time to study the thing

Here's where things ger fucked up. The Capuochin
shiows up arthe Maosoleum — he'sone of those periph-
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el “orher” necromancers thue have so little wo offior
us-. wsually. Nobody knows whar the Capuchin's deal
ls. He's o powerful member of the Capuchin branch of
the Franciscons, ind pore of the group connecting the
Chiowvanni tothe Chuch, Whetherornot he's Glovanni,
| hswve no ide, but he's gor an offer. He'll tade some of
his influence in the Church for tralning in necromancy,
Augustus takes the deal, seeing an opportunity to go
theouph the Yatcan's enormous vault of confiscared
bioks and documenes and miaybe ger ro the bottom of
this Khazar's Dhary ching and push forward the quest for
the Endless Night

Mumbing the secret Vitican library, Augustus comes
actisss i prece of Japheth Cappadociug’ journal that juse
happens t have s ghost bound o ic That's commoen
prachice among necromancers and other sorcerers: bind-
IRE ApHrits b their grimen 51 crder to l'.-l:‘t'p [ryang eves
fromdiscovering theirsecrers, Well, this puissant guard-
tin wraith 15 norhing compared to Augustus'
necromantic shillties, so he overpowers the thing and
lorzes it to tell him abour snything Jupheth kepr secret,
like, ol thie Wocation of w Khazar's Diary, or anything
like that

Sure, the wraith says. |apheth had hidden a power-
ful areifact ue the Ercives temple.

WraT IsThe BENpLess NicHT ¢

The text of the Khazae’s Diary i rumored] o
conuun a ritual thar will allow the baundaries
between the physical world and the Underworld o
be erased. The rvieval, according w those witly
knowledge, requires thesouls of 100,000,000 de
partes] individuals o enace

The Giovanni have numezous different glans
tor gather these souls. Nectomuney s the most
funcrional, bue the Venetians also Fave the phility
to) plan in thie long term —we don't gather money
just for che comfort of it Yes, it's nice m have a new
Ben: mud o score OF silk sulre every sensony, but
parmering wealth Is also practical. Given enough
money aid influence, the Giovannd can crash the
global econumy. As nations crumble onder
Giovanni-applled embargoes and sinérions, chags
reigns, Notions starve, Riots rage. War breaks out.
Peaple die. One more soul added fo the stockpile
l":!'-']l ti.“l.l-' 'I.hl! I‘Jﬂppunﬁ.

Selfish? Sure — but we'd be stupid to'play the
Ivhad for anyone other than ourselves,

Meedless 1o say, 100,000,000 souls 15 no small
marter, Soll, the Giovannt have forever to as-
ST |I| rll."‘ l'h‘.'lr TESOUTEE ... ...

It's going to be wonderful to have God as
aneighbor.

i, really, suys Avgstus. And what was thae! The
temple's been destroyed, after all, so what could Claudius
have possibly missed dunng his search?

The True Vessel, says the wrmth.

Claudios met his Final Death one night later.

BrmsartinatHe THReAD

Augustas dlablerized the founder of the
Cuppadocian clun in 1444, elevating himseli 1o the
Third Generarion and splitting the Cappadocian clan
into two distinet entitles, On one side were the original
Cappadocians, who were o fractious, superstitlions
and passive, [rankly, o have seen Aupustus’ treachery
coming or to do anvthing about it On the other side of
thee split was the Giovanni family, which had swelled o
such mortal numbers as w bee siprnificimt force in
Kinidred Sociery.

Mature, uf coarse, abbirs the Kindeed , and Claudius
and Ambrogine convinced Auvgustus that to deal with
the threat posed by the remaining Cappadocians,
swinething had o be done, Withina few shorr decudes
after Clan Cappadocian became Clan Giovannl, the
other clans had taken o calling the Necromancers
"Devil Kindred,” not only for the diablerie of the
Cuppadocian founder, but for rheir less-than-savory
pastimes. Rarher than see the other Kindred unite
apainst them, the Giovanni agreed to remain forever
outside of Kindred affairs, Known as the Promise of
1328, this sgreement, | chink, was aneffort on the part
of the Camarilla to shur down anocher Anarel Bevalt
before it could happen. By muking the Giovanni
essentially apolitical outsiders, they would isolare the
Venetian family and its undead population from the
other Kmndred, While the Anarch Revalt grew around
frustraved fledplings' resentment of their elders, the
"Devil Kindred problem” was, as the nascent Camarilla
portrayed it, a clan war,

That's ane of the blackest stains on the so-called
himor of the Camarilla— they pretend o be o genteel
EDCIETY, AL el COnEregation il IMEISTETs T -.‘L"-rd!:{:d [
call themselves that. If you ever artend one of their
parties or salons, and ["'m-sure you will, you'll see them
a8 possessed of a cermain Johnsonian wir, Theirs i an
elaborate culture, founded on tules, politeness, ciwility
and grice. Theirs 1s also s society of snakes

A it shook out, the Promise of 1525 was nathing
short of the Camarilla's tacic approval of the genocide
of the Cappadocians: They couldn't risk inother fiction’s
tormation, as they were dealing with a young and
formative sect known as the Sabbar at that rime. Also,
the Giovanni posed threars o power that had been the
maditional domains of the fucking liristocracy that
formed the backbone of the Camarilla — the Venrre
found themselves burting heads with the Giovanni
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s after the Renaissance, the Toreador vied with the
Citovannt for patronage of the arts during thar time and
even the Tremere ran into the Giovanni as the family
sprein] awross Burope and inte thelr Vienna sironghold.
|| sSnnedie lll-Ll B I,ill" L1} 1?!1"{'! L] FTL“"L'r‘r'L Ti‘I_L' T:I'I:Iﬂitl"
Camarila, the elders of thar self<appointed sect would
u|-h:5‘|‘l et that wime e |-lt'r'|E

And bleed the (-:'.Irli".'ILElI'L'I:'ITI!\ did .-'i.]];]‘u,:uup,:h 1t
tok uis the berter pitrt of three centuries ta do ir, we
finally managed o descroy every last one of rhe
Cappadocians, Their rime had passed; they were
merely the step that brought the Giovanni to our
mevitnble fute, and once that role had been sarisfied,
we no longer needed them. Giovannl Kindred and
moerals alike raided Cappadocian havens, drinking
deeply of their blood amd furmimg their secvanes out
intp the strects. From the Middle East r itheex ranses
of the New Warld, Cappadocian & crumbled to dust
beneuath the fangs of the thorough Giovanni.

Mow, of course 'm sure some mumaged o go o
provmed or hide. When | said “every st one of the
Cappodocions” | memn the ones whe would have
remuned setive. No doubt some went into torpor or
sank inro the earth. Pve even henrd persistent ramors
of "the lasr Cappadocian ™ (who usually rums ourre be
ST |'.|'|il.|r|||”'|:”l." '.|Il'\L: “']'ll'l q_IlI:_"'_l I,i*‘tc'\.- hr'i_'ng!nﬁ Sllfh
arention to himself) or broods that had escaped the
lving realm and fled o the Underworld. The end
result, though, i=dick. [Erhey wenr vo the Underworld,
what the fuck are they doing for bload? If they're in
rorpor, they're noe a threar, 1F they're slumbering in
rhe sol, maybe some archacologise will dig them up
mndexpose them o the sun. While some Cappadocians
st have escaped the purge, all they did was postporne
their futes; not avert them

CeNTURIESOFGROWTH

I the alrermuth of the Rensmssanee, the Glovanni
|'|.||-! ||![ i"'LIF r'-.'!‘rr('l1 TI'H.'I[ W:'-"r' [[N] Ii'lt‘ll'lg ll'll_' IRy 'Ih{"ﬁl'\r‘:
clan w foce the future, Unlike the other clans, the
Ciiovannii aperate not only with a reverence for the
elders, but also with o mernit-based strucrure, Think of it
s tunctiomal, planned obsolescence: Here, 'l show you

As the Renmssance drew 1o 0 close, the next
mmpartant age for the Govannl was the Age of
Industey. (Yes the Retormation was important,
mainly due to our continned relanianship with the
Churchi Seill, thar peried was ot one of morked
CLanedmic |.||”K.':L'"|. o ron rI‘IL,'R[‘I"l.'l'-lﬁﬁ:]rll_'L" ] ﬂ'{f]‘ﬂl
atter, the modern nights became a time that s praven
even more lucrative than the Renaissance for us.
Tonight, it's easy o make money, and 1o do it
quickly. Meermgs with business parmmers narions

away can take place ar the rouch of 2 burton o
threough a fiber-optic nerwork. The clan erows in
numbersas well as wealth, and sinee the Ape of
Indwsery, neanares began to be assees rather than
vanitles, Because no other clan apart from the
Tremere has o formal structure, childer of these
cluns tend o be lusuries for their sires. Ventroe
Embrace proeépés, Toreador Embrace whoever's the
“ir" childe of the mament. The Nosferatu atone for
their mstiness by picking people ugher than them
tes drag into their own personal hells.

The Giovanmi, though, Embrace rhose with rthe
viston to lead the clan towand the Endless Night. [t's o
war often fought without juns, ssnew *soldsen” learmed
ity thie most current ways of the world, While we revers
our elders, we also underscand the Kindred stare for
what it 15, which s very often stasis from the moment of
the Embrace onward. Honestly, consider Angustus
Giovanni The guy was Embraced in the 15th centary
Do you veally thmk he even knows how o work a
telephone, much less comer slobul commodities mar-
kets by using his laptap to do day rading !

That's what the arher clins [IVES don't bivder
standl: Eviery Cliovanni has a role. 'm not going o
pretend that we're a family without cur treachery and
problems. In the modem nights, in fact, | someétimes
think we resemble n corporarion more than a family
Sure, we're reloted, ot we Tuck each other over 1F i
does vz some pood, Hell, sometimes we literally fuck
cach other, if we think 1] make s feel pood or olve
usan edpe over a rival wlhio just happens to be par o
the same branch of the fmily ree. In the end,
though, we have a poal, which other cluns either
tever had of lose alone the way,

Remember when | said we'd win! That's why, We
nat only lenow we'te playving the game, we're using (s
own roles aenmst i

ERpANSION INTO
O1HER FAMILIES

Despive the misleading nume of ourclan, Giovann)
Kindred ane not all former members of the Giovanni
mioetul family, OF course, we've pot ne problem letting
the idiors inthe other clans believe thar

It1 the thousand years we Giovanni have been
Embracing Kindred, we've brought anomber of other
fumilies nto the fold — dhree major families, the
Dunsirn, the Pisaneb and the Milliners, and a hand-
ful af minor ones, Eacl of these families '|_'IH,'~,-I:'.‘\\:'21
something the clan wanted — and what the Giovann
want, we take, as you're no doubt aware, You'd he
surprised how casy it is to convince families o take
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orders from you when you can gonrancee them
shitloads of cash and Yimmortality” for therr best and
brighrest v return. In the face of thar, concerns
wbour who's in charge jusr seem ro fade dwny. You
thimbk: that"s hypocriticnl with whar | said boefore?
Sure it is. But hypocrisy s the greacest lusury, and if
yoarcun't dwell in luxury, vou may as well make yvour
haven in o bax inan alleyway,

A hundreed million souls is a lot to aather. Look at
these other families g% the nid we've énlisted o do the
dirry work.

THEDUNSIEN

The first af the major families the Qlovannl
coopted was the Dunsirn, [rwas the early 17004, and
the Giovanni were looking for a ticket t the grow-
ing morkers af the New World, A& clan of Scocrish
bankers who were all rich a5 Croesus, the Dunsim
camie to Augastus' attention because they held cor-
trolling Interest on a number of shipping ventures
destined for the English colonies in North America
Mot only thar but the Dunsitn had been lending
money for centuries, nnd as 4 resule, they had acew.
rulated favors throughour the United Kingdom
and lreland.

Another less savory bir af informarion Augustus
uncovered nbout them wits that the Dunsim were also
cunnibals. Of course, what may have been o deal breaker
for anyone else was seen as o plus by Avrustus, who
holds a grear appreciation for people whi know how to
keep a secret

[t seems thar, several hundred years before, one of
the Dunsitn discovered o teste for human flesh, Under-
stamclably shocked, the famitly banished the cannibal
fromm rhe dstate ind disowned him. Not grving o damn,
he hicd himself eo the countryside, found himselfs bride
and raised his own little fumily of cannibals

E"-'i‘!'l'l.l'l.l.t”"p'. these Ly tired & squatting in peat
bogs and vorced their displeasure to the Dunsim faemily
proper, Of course, by "voiced their displeasure,” T mean
“illed mml pre.”

Adter disposing of the more genreel side of the
family, these fellows ook over the fimily business
el have run it ever since. In that capacity, the
Dunsien serve as one of Clan Giovannt's chief
moneymakers, These guys invanably chase o tithe
the Giovanni in money ruther than wouls, ae few ol
the Dunsirn show an interest in learning Necro-
mancy. Mavbe its because they lknow they would be
stuch talking vo their former dinner

Also, for reazons we don't understand, the fucking
Lupines have shown an inordinace smount of intercst
in the family and have even [nvaded Ducsien estates on
fwr occuslons we Oiovanni are aware of. Whin their
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problem with the Dunsien s, we got e iden. But then,
who knows whar the fuck those hawy bastardi are going
i el i'll"l'lr ot ol 1 ipe '||\| i) ]"|||_ ke

Ak an asile, vou know what's fucking creepy as ull
heell? W aching ome of their morta] fsue cata sird-
wich. Once I went to Stirding 1o roll their tithe mro
American commondities and | miet one of their Tl
haggis-tosbe, Little freak didn't even say hells, just
chomypred awny on that hard roll with myseery mear, It
Wisn 1 |'=[1.'-.t'~1|l|.l. anid T didi’t ]-r'u:'-.'-,' -.'.'|u:1='||.~.r Or ek To
way angrhing, s | juse shut i

Tue [isanon

In the early 16th century, Hernando Corres set
off on un expedition from the Spanish colony of
Culu to dnvestigate mles of o rich Indion empire in
Mexico, Being opportunists, o few Giovannd wen
along with Cuortes. Whar they discovered wis the
Azter J.'I|||'i!l. and s ¢ .|j|||.|| Tenvehtitlan and the
Largest seale amd most formudized wse of necrimuancy
the Giovanni had ever seen. The Giovanni were
suitably impressed. The conquistadiors, on the othe
b, were homrified. So, the Spaniands did the only
thing a wroup of more advicnced God-feaning Chiris-
tiins could de when comfroneed with o culture they
could not understand. They slaughrered everyone
and stile thelr stutt, Seupid spics.

A said though, the Govanm who had moveled
with Corres were IIHT‘TI;-"-‘U! with the necromantic
-ilr1|| evineed |"'g.' ||n.- Aztec prigsis. With thelr own
nigrimeticy, the Eindred noticed rrouble |."['l.".'h'|||:l_' 1T
the Astec part at the | Inderworld. It seems thar a
eronip of Buropean st hand tegged adone with Cortes
expedition too. Prerry soon, these wrasths were joined
by orhers, und eventually, these ynorant fucks took
tiy enshaving the weiiiths of rthe Aztecs; who were just
as A1l prepared to defend themselves e their hving
courterparss hod been. These sedlous wiiths were
EvVen more r:'“-:"- " |E:|| rl'-i”l | ||-|' (1 "Tl'.'ll]l‘.ﬂ".‘l'iiHT". ||'|.':H Ty =

ng the souls of thousands apon thiowssands of native
spivitl. Pretey soon, all the killing on both sides of the
sudanin hecame terrible enough to spark another
maelstrom. The Glovanni had dealr with asimilar
situation o mere two centuries earlier and 50 were
aware of whint was happening. The Astec pricsts wiere
caught complerely flat-foored, however,

Not wanting o see such tlent ar necromancy
destroyed ourrighr, rhe Giovanme at Tenochutlan
sent woridl home vin spimin asking permission 10 Em
brace some ol these hearhen pricits: Aupistiis and
the anziani were mrrigoed and agreed. Su, our boys
approachied the prieses, who referred to themselbves as
prsenob (which i o Mayan vermy thar translates as
something bike “ghosts of the dead chor walk che
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[POCHTIITHE PDREMASCINE P

Given the Pisanob founder's unwhaolesome appearance and his predilection for calling forth sham-
bling rombu servants, it is not surprising that rumaors of Pochtll being Cappadocian rather-than Giovanni
began to circulate. However, rumors sside, there is, in fact, strong evidence that Pochrli may indeed be
ane of the fallen line's childer.

First, none o the surviving Giovanni who followed Cortes' conquistadors to Tenachtitlan elaim to have
sirer] Pochili, though they readily admir wo Embracing other Pisanob, In face, i family records and Kindred -
memary serve; no fifth-generation Giovanni Kindred even visired the New World during the conguest of the

Aztecs. (Given the reliability of ravel on the high seas during the 16th century, no elder would degn to make
J a months-long ocean voyage withoutan extremely compelling reason.) |

Second, tales told by other Kindred of Mesoumerica speak of an ancient vampire who dwelr amang the
Aztecs with o brood of his childer and was worshiped as the pod of war, Fuieilbpochtl. Ofviously, the
stmilarities berween this Huttzilopochtll and the father of the Pisanoh, Pocheli, are pronounced. However,
1 thiese same Mesoamerican Kindred insist thar Huitzilopochtlistalked among the Aztecs as far back as the 12th |
century, nearly 400 years prior to the first Giovanni setting foot In'the New Wotld.

And finally; some Giovanni cite the issue of Pachtli's corpse-like visnge. Like the Glovanni's Cappadocian
predecessors, Pochtli appears w be an ambulatory cotpse, with pale, parchment-dry skin stretched tight over
prominent bones and a kideous face with lidless, sunken eyes, nionoce and lips tha have receded 1 expose a
maw of sharp fangs. The otily "Giovanni” to evince similur fetitures sre the Premascines Or A suapicious few
“aravizme of the Blood.” :

Assich, quite a lor af cirgumstantinl evidence supports the thedry that Pechtli isasurvivor of Clin -
Cappadocian but no cancrete proof exists. It's possible that Pochtli's site mer Final Dearth before he
could retum from the New World or that Pochtll's sire still exists but is umwilling 1o take eredit for
creating @ deformed wreveh like the head of the Pisanab. [t's possible that Huitzilopochtli is another -
Kmdred entirely or that he (s merely # myth promuleated by Cainices who, by Giovanni standards, are
little berter than the savages they sprang from. Also, a number of cases have been documented in which
Kindred have become physically malformed by the Embrace though their clan has no hiscory of such
deformiry. Camnire vitae bs a volatlle substance whose etfects on 'martal physiology cannot always be
predicted. Therefire, it's possible that Pocheli is nothing more than o Giovanni Kindred with an
unfortunate countenance, who is being slindered mérely because he (s different.

It the rumor and conjecture are true, though, it raises plenty of questions. Why was Pocheli alloweid
survive, rather than destroyed with the rest of the clan? lshe creating more of his kind within hisancienttemple!
And are his recent “failures” in dealing with the Harbingers of Skullsindicative of some sinister secrot agends,
wheze he perhaps plans to join with the Lezarenes in thew offorts to eradicare the Glovanni?

Whatever the tuth, no answers seem forthcoming, And the conjecture ¢ontinues,

carth"), with cheir offer amd were escorted o cheir
leadet, a lellow known as Pochtli. Apparently, this
proved to be copacetic with the man because Pochtli
remaing the unaerractive head of the Pisanob branch
of the Giovanni clan to this nighr,

| used ro wonder why the Giovannl who visited
Tenochtitlan were so quick to Embrace rhe Pisanob.
The more | thought abogt it though, | began
realize how much the history of the Aztecs mitrared
thet of the early Giovanni family, Both were groups
of refigess who were furced by circumistances beyond
thewr contral to move to o new homeland. Both
sertled in a hassh, warery area and, through force of
will, helped carve out o mighty city of grandiose
architecture, enssorossad by stately canuls — the

Gilovanni in Venice, the Pisanob in Tenochtitlon
And both used the dark ares of nigrimancy to empower
themselves, only ro have that power denied when it
was most needed by the effects of & hellish spirir-
storm in the Underworld.

THE ML LINERS

These guys are great. I've never mer & Giiovanni. ..
hell, L never met a damn Putanesca who could hold a
grudge like Francis Millines

It all started in Boston; Massachuserrs, at the Co-
lumbia Trusc Company in the early 20th century. 1t
seems Prancis was up for the presidency of the COMPany
when the curmrent one, P.J. Kennedy (yes: of those
Kennedys), rerired. Bur lo und behold, nepotism rears
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its ugly head, and young Mr. Milliner is passed owver [
protnctian in favar of his much younger sesocinte, Joe
Kennedy. So Francis pot screwed.

Baat owr friend Milliner didn't lec ir die there. Our
Frances had o lot of frends among the pld-money
families of New England. He had also made connec-
tlons among New York's Falian immigrant
population, the most swenilicunt bemg Andreas
Ciiovanni, just off the boat from Venice. Using these
connections, Milliner began o slowly chip away at
the Kennedy finoncinl base while the Kennedys them-
selves were busy playing politics,

Not content merely to destroy the family's fi-
ninces, Milliner wenr so tar as to buy the Kennedy
estiute thght out from under them (they still poy rent
there vo thisnight, sosay the Milliners). By this time,
Joe Senior was dead, but Milliner continued ro rake
grent pleasure in destroying the man's |{'{:31:','. Laok at
the facts. JFK and Robert Kennedy assassinated.
Teddy's Chappaguiddick debacle with Mary Jo
Kopechne, David Kennedy's drug overdose. William
Kennedy Smith's rape case, Michael's ludicrous ski-
g mishap. Even JFK Juniors recent "iccidental”
plane crashe OF course, there s ahsolutely no evi
dence rying Franers Milliner or his family o any of
these mizhaps, but the ald man does have & shell
promuniently disploying six skulls in his study on the
Millirier eseate, the lase of which wan placed there on
July 16, 199 ondy hours atrer | FK Junioe's plane was
reported overdue at Martha's Vineyard.

Lut's just say Francis” demeanor, his abllity o hate
and hald o grudee, sultably impregsed Aupustus, and he
lad the Milliners brought into the fold in the mid-"50s.
They've sinde proven thiir wortch, having been instru-
mental In che recent Glovannl mkeover of Boston and
had facilitated our behind-thesscenes operarions for
decades priar. Like the Scotrish Dunsim, the Milliners
don’t care much for Necromimey, being more con-
coerned with the business of making inoney.

Tre Minor Famn es

Ty o rise to mercantile dominance, first through
Crusade profiteering and then with the explosive
growth b trade expenenced during the Rensissance,
we Grovannd abserbed several lesser merchine fami-
lics that had trled o "dhare in" én our domalns.
Rather than simply drive them into the ground, the
Ciiovivnnd fnmily brought these lesser merchant fami-
liewqnre the fold, where théy continue to make 3
smull but glgnificant contribution ro Giovammi wealth
wnd prosperity,

The absarprion of the della Passaghia in the 1400s
sopve us o fiest tnrond ro trade in the Orient. Wedid a
Brisk trade s outdited fireurms in exchange forstlks, tea

and, most lerative of all, opium, More recently, the
dells Passaglia have spent the past quarter cenmury
studying the bizarre forms of Necromancy practiced by
the Kindred of the East. Tt seems the death paradigm
Wi H'Ii_:\ kliHi'Il’TlLI.'p' |i'IL"Tl..'| HRLE F.hl' L!EII.-I Pl'i"ﬁlﬂliii T VT
restdent experts on Asian thanatmology

The Cihiberti we acouired in the early 17th cen-
TI.'II',' '|.‘|"]'IEEI it hECﬂ'ITIE Llh\'li'lll.‘.‘ hﬂ'l.l.l' I'FILEI'_']'I money Wwias
Just widting to be mude in the triangle trade between
the Lindred States, West Africa and the West Indies.
Theircontacr with Africa’s indigenous people {which
Wis more tl'i:l.n jllﬁ[ i |"LlFIF.IF.‘;\:\ nmlngf.-rrtn:*nt \N-'ITI'I BTE
al these guys, if you know what | mean) also afforded
the Ghiberti a unigue opportunity to study these
peoples' concepr of deach, with cheir wleas abour tour
[Tt h\'.llll-:i -‘l“"n..l -‘!]"I”rlliﬂ FEIMCOTTIRTIOT, r].]’-" ‘-‘;]'Ill't‘l'rl
even developed their own unique brand of Necro-
mancy, the Cenotaph Path, which concerns itselfwith
rracking down and binding wraiths — nor oo differ-
ent from what these guys were daing to the living in
Africa, if you ask me

Thie Putanesca, whose very name translaces as“of
the whare," are a Sicilian family of low-renr crimu-
rats and thugs we acquired 1n the 1660s to do the
Fami)y's dirry works Temay be the delln Passaglio whio
import the opium, but you eon ber it will be o
Putanescn our on the streer dealing smock. Growing
out of the Sicilian Mafia, the Muranesca invanably
liwe down o their goomba stereorype. The average
Putanesca also has g remper that'd pura fucking
Brujah to shame. MNat the type ro forgive and forger,
these puysare real big on the concept of venderra. It
you'we gan one of these guys mad ar you, ic's nar fong
till the whole damn family is ouc trying to whack you
Ther only redeeming value 15 that the Puranesca
g to lIl'l.l'l"ll'f.' 11 "."hll 'Wl'.'lTl:\.r I ELHES t|1.11 b 'l"l"l'l'r
Aupustos and the anzant keep them arourd.

Then there are the Rosselini, These guys have
been around just about as long ps the Giovanni and
wire quire proficient in oecromancy, before ever Tun:
ning into us, perhaps due o the same Roman rootd: 1F
the Cappadocions hadn't run into us first, it quite
possible that the Risselini might huve been singled
out for the Embrace instead. As it 5, we first came
across these ouve roward the end of the Renatssance,
wlien d coven of them made the mistake of pissing off
Cloudius Giovanni while he was in Rome on famils
business. Claudius tore the souls from thie living bodies
of the Rosselini, apresing to return them only if their
corcerers swore an. oath of fealy o him and the
Cilewvanni clan. Uiven thelr options, the Roselin
naturally ngreed. Since then, Kindred of the Rosselinl
branch havie proven as talented at rugvimancy bs the
Giovanni proper. However, where a Giovanni will do
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the mirmmum he needs to compel a spirit to obey, a
Rosselini will goover the vap to commitan atrog ity far
out of proportion to whar s required to dsure u
wiaith's complinnee just becanse she gets off on v, As
aresult, Rosselin Mecromanceni terd o erash and
burn specracularly, often deiving spiriti to become
spettn in the process.

The Giovanni clan alse harbors a number of
lesser families relared to the clan through mamage to
one Giovanni or another. Of these, Augustus has his
eyes on five for possible “aequisition.” These are the
st. Juhn {a cabul of English Masons), rthe Rathstein
(Jewish-American Kabbalises with ries to Los Viegas),
the LI Weng (0 fumily of Chinese geomuncers based
inSan Fronciseos Chinacown), the Koenly (German
arms manufac turers and death culrises) ind the Beryn
La family of Flemish merchants aperating from Lus-
embourg with African influence like that of the
Chiberti). Unril recently, there was a sixth such
tamily, bur che Mexico-based Hidalgo recently ran
afoul of the Sabbat — rthe Harbingers of Skulls,
according to the most neforious rumors — and were
wiped ot

Hor sy i C AMBODEA

Nt having had the opportunity o study the sys-
tematic sloughter exercised by Hitler and Stalin in
Europe, the Necromameers of the dills Passaglia family
made wcemcerred efforr ro wiin access to Cambadin n

the 19705 during the height of Pal Por's killing fields.
Faymg off officials of the Khmer Rouge, the della
Paksaglin were, (ot the first time, afforded the chance ro
study death on such i mass scale.

lewas alsoduring this periad that the dellia Passaghia
first met the marmarchs of Southeast Asia's Golden
Courts, the Penangallun, who are apparently the
Cathayins' answer o the flesherafting Trimisce, Since
then, these Eastern Kindred have shown aninterest in
aciuiring knowledee of Western Kindred from the dells
FHE‘F:‘LQHJ I l::xl'lhlt'l.j__ft' fise @rving them free rein o
collect sonls, which considering the number of people
d'-'li'lg in Cambodiawith ¢ither unfinished brusiness orin
utter despair was inordinarely high and thereby more
|i|ﬂ3|"p' o Cheate .irail'fli or ij‘h‘Ttr'f. ||."31.E'1r'|.'ri1.'|'t1r', sepmied §
rather sweer deal.

STRANCEF BEDPELLOWS

Due to the recent upheaval in the
Shadowlands, the nigrtmany of the modern
Giovanni las sulfered 1o one degree or inother
among all practitioners in the family, Becaose
the mechanical aspecr of this development plays
such an dmportane role in what the Glovannd
have become (partiCulurly over the pust few
years), Glioyanmi history Continues in Chaprer
Two. The clan's wle in the modern nights s
discussed at greater length therein,
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Most Kindred sires chose who they Embrace, In
the Carmarilla, this 15 often a complicared marter of
paying dues until one e permission, then spending
mornths, vears — even decades — picking the perfect
person todrag into etersity. In the Sabbat tean be a Lot
simpler. "Hey, he looks tough, lets et him!" But those
Sebhat who last more than o week or two tend to be
those who were Bmbraced after some thoughe and
deliberation. In neither case does either sect foster n
perceprion of ohligarion, Nelecher proup teels leotees the
Embrce m any mortal

Among the Grovanm, the eritenia are completely

different. Merit Heures iotoo it but only within the
parrow confines of family. A moresl may seem tremern-
dously useful and worthy, bur if she's not one of the
nccepted mortal Bloodlines, rhe odids of her becoming a
Giovanni Kindred are-slight indeed

This doesn't mean that every Glovinni cousin
eventually soffers the Curse of Caine, regordless of
merie. For from (e Most don’t even rate the Proxy
kiss. the brutal period of being a phoul. But the

tamily, though widespread, s nighely e, Fuervene
comes o o family Chosomes party, damn i 1F vou
receive-an INViEetion to one of thie ather reanions
the ones they hold every Apnl 4th
up tar Fucking sure

vous berter sliow

Many ol the Glovanni are mostly senomant, buronly
the truly clueless are completely lgnorant, Tow auny
rumiors clrculare, even wmong the Backwrd Frutmpk b
who aren't poing to be shown the Horrible Truth [na
million years. They mav notknow, but they suapect. Siy
many whispers and overheard remarks and strmge
goings-on ke the rounds that even the dullest needle
in the pincushion is eventunllv goine o stitch some
thing ragether, They know that some peaple in the
farmily get picked, id if you're picked, vou pet money.
You attend all the purties, ¢ven the secret ones. You
always look pood, youalways lonow whint's gsing on, vou
alwnys have a smug halfsmile when you look at the
s whio weren't ploked.

Thus, even the Giovanmi (mmd, v g lesder extent,
thé Milllners, Pisanob aud Dunsies Y who don't know
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t:K;JL'lh' what's @oinge on knr_:uw thatst.nm‘ﬂu’n.;:lu going
on. Something powerful, Something they want, very
much, to eam.

The Giovanni, then, are a family of overachiey-
ers, But it's not as simple o8 just excelling in general
See, the ones who haven't been picked often have o
hard time ko |win}:v.1u 1 has 1 yon don't know for sure
who made r|1ru|r. it"s hand tosuss t'llll'H'lII'_'r' tl‘u:',.' LIII.!.-S‘L}
while one Giovannl concentrates on making the scare-
g soccer team, another roms down dares so he can
practice the violin, and a third is just g:'ud::-gruhhihg
ay hard as she possibly can. They're all gambling tha
their chosen fleld is the one that earns them the big
reward, Whatever |t i<,

In actuality, the Giovanm Embrace 15 just as
complicated as the Camarilla one — just in ndifferent
wity, Whar {s intensely personal and private in the
Cumarilla is often decided In a forum of Giovanni
elders, DiegoGiovanni's grandchilde (and grear-grand-
daughrer) Gianmarin has wanted to bestow an Embeace
tor some time, but it's not her dectsion. Diego and
other members of the low-generarionanzioni will hove
a heavy stake in deciding who and when Gianmaria
Embraces, She might suggest that one of her mortal
children is worthy of the Embrace, bur Diego mighr
instend have her do a Milliner or Pisanob. She can
propose all she wants: [t's herchilde, afterall. Bur the
anzianf can Ell.ir-l'::ui.'. because when all 15 sand and done,
it's their Blood — two rimes over,

In orher cases, some topue may just decide w
Embrace when he tikes the whim, 1t's happened before
— some fuckhead drags bus giclioend o andeach;
some foul Embraces a lawyer. [t's betrer o ask forgive-
ness than permission, night? Not among the Giovanni,
friend. Ax least, nor wsually.

The elders consider numerous factors when iccomes
to deciding who Embraces whom. Firseand foremost,
there's generation. “ir;’h::l’ EEDERLION VRmpIes [re
mare powerful. Therefore, the Glovanni would be the
strongest clan if they just had elders like Diggadoall the
Embracing, right!

In rheory, that's true. In practice, thar was exactly
what the on of a birch who accidentally founded the
clan did with the ancestral Giovanni. As nedras anyone
can tell, this Kindred figured, "If these mortals ane
powertul alone, how much more will they be able to do
when augmented with my potent vitae!” The unswer
thar question was, abviously, that they were able to
diakilerize him und erase most of his broad,

So the moderm Giovanm are caunous; They
krow thit EVEIY neonare finds our ahour Amerunch
sooner or later, and they don't want to make {t any
ensier for amoral, uppity youngsters tostart cannibal-
izing their ancestors,

The ghiouls with the Proxy Kiss are, of course, well
aware that its berter o receive the Embrace from
sumecne like Diego than someone like Gianmarla
{while they may not understand the complexities of
generation, they'te well aware of the political edge that
bemg close to an elder gives). Thus, they are constantly
competing to prove their loyalty to the famuly and w0
individual yampires, Remember, the Giovanni are a
driven family, and the Proxy Kiss goes o those who
starnd oult of ulicld of overachievers: The most common
way to do this, of course, is maccept a blood band o an
elder, Often, duing 5o is something of 4 slippery slope:
The ghoul mkes the first drink ourside the Proxy Kiss
from a different domitor hecause it seems like a good
way Lo ingratiate hersell, Shie's now parclally bound w
two vamprires, sod thes inclined o dhink well afboth of
theny That makes her more likely ro trust them o glve
her the second drink, which makes her so very trusting
thie the third drink only seems like common sense.
Unless her other domitor stoups her sommewhere in the
middle of this progiession, she i likely to become
compleely hound, On che other hand, ics nonunhesnd
offorsomeone parrially bound o two (ar mare! ) domiteors
to bevome the object of a sont of bidding war berween
them. Ofter, she ends up toally bound 10 one and the
dire enemy of the other, 1s it any surprise thar deathless
ovetachievers compering for the sffections of the same
ghoul may come to hate each uther?

Giiven the family belief thar the blood bond
clowds your judgement, it fronically twrns our thar
many of these bond-addled ghouls never earn the
Embrace. It's akin to the old baked goods proverh:
W"H‘f hu}’ the |oaf when you can have the slices tor
fl'uu?Wh}' rewatd sumeone with the Embrace if she's
perectly devoted as a ghoul!

The mevitable bond created by the I'roxy Kiss irselt
is another factar in the elders’ decision. They know that
each neonate may well be bound to hisongmnl deanitor,
s they ey to ensure thar Giovanni who aren't com.
pletely rrustworthy (like, say, Paolo Sardenzo) never
have their thmlls Erbroced. Furthermore, each elder
surely wants to make sure that she {or one ofhee childer)
5 the one giving the Embrace to the most useful morral
cousins. Of course, the otheranzaniare all thinking che
same thing, and if they can’t get the Embrace theywant,
they may pang up with orher elders to make sure the
rival doesn't either — the opportunism i the famaly
docsn't stop after death, afrer all. Some very ralenred
Giovanni ghouls have had their Embrace delayed for
decades — not because nobody winted them, bu
because too many anviani did. Because no loneelder can
owvierepme the polivical coalicion of che others, the ghoul
sits on the shell wntil he's so devoted o mulople
domitors thar he's no longer a great prize.
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Unce one looks past the political maze of hlood
bonds and the tactical labyrinth of generation, only
thin i a potential neonute eviluared us an individigl,
The eritenia applied by the engind ditfer from elder 1o
elder, bt often tnclude. ..

Name — Hey, the Glovanni didn't end up where
they are waight withour healthy doges of nepatism.
This means thar the less-promismg child of @ notewor-
thy mortal father may enjoy preferential rearment.
The Millmers and American Dunsim have been known
ter call this "the Bush effect.” Or, if they're on the ather
side of the political fence, the “the John-lohn effect.”

Talent — Sure, it's vt the only fuctor, but i's still
an important ane. 1f you earn the Embrace, you do
because you're damn good ar somethmg.

Nawre of mlent — Cn rthe other hand, if the clan
decides they need more asskickers, someone whia's
placed i Spam's nunonal Greco-Roman wrestling
champronshupmay find himself Enbraced before a truly
brilliant stock investor — whe can, after all, conrinue
frvesting during the day.

Unnealog\r — I hlu:luhln'r |.'.-|,‘. A hacror, Byt sonme
elders still harbior a bir of o sentimental streal for the
furnily. This would be more surprising in a Kindred who
wasn't tased from infancy ro think the family is the

moat impeortant thing o the warld, Thus, a Glovanni is
often more likely to nsk the elder's permission o Fm-
brace one of the children she had as a mormal {or o
erandchild, or prear-prandchild),

Gender — Four centuries apo, 1t was common
knowledge thar women were hysterical, mherently sim.
ful, weuk and good for little more than mopp ing; cook ing
and screwing. Uf course, it was also common knowledpe
that the Earth was . Some of the anzani have
evercome their now-amachonistle upbrimging, bor for
must those old habirs die hard

ANzZIANT(BLDERS)

Insome ways, the Giovannianganiare like Kindred
elders all over the world. They're crafty, They're power-
ful. They'te usunlly bircer and resentful. And they're
p:iT:ﬂ'l[Jitl the Wiy an |_3' somethmg wirh a ”'.ii.fll'.'h--L'lp-
tional” existence can be.

Many of the anziani (as they're respecttully called)
reside in the Venice mansion — the fabled Muouso-
leum of the Giovannn Several of them have left
Venice inorder to organize Giovanni activities world-
witle, however. Accorri Giovannl, wha is relatively
young for an eighth-generation Kindred, has made Kis
Flaven in New York almost since the city's founding.

Dieco ox PROpHECY

The “redstar." "Thin bloads." Myriad signs of the "final nighes, "

T all this, | say: Bah!

I've seen all this before. Red stars have risen and set — comets in the Middle Ages, then Commumist Russia —
evem Sptrak had sone Kindred scholars gihbering and sweeping sith fear of the risme Old Chias. Yet no Ol Onis rose,
ner Cieherma, omby shanefaced scholdrs looking crestfallen and relisved at the same time

Ie's the same with the thin bloods. | knew a scholar and paranormal anatomist aho belicved thar the Tenth
Generation were the “thin bloods” of the frophecies, because after them i was impossible for Kindred o weaken any
further, or sane such. Another saw the foindation of the Camanlla as the completion of some line about *there will |
be o Embractng for these ehilder." Simalar rithbish.,

Feisclittn prophecy becanse | have seen thowsands of hysterical prophets — moreal, Kindred and other — pointing
portentousty o the fredicred site of disaster, buoming ow Lot Behold!" in great 'woices, anly tn hove nothing |
materiglize, Every century had its "Y2K" disappoinement, heliese me.

Maore, though, | mestraest prothecy hecause T koo that those messages have 1o come from somewhere, meaning
they come from an intelligence. Although mtelligence sives many gifts. italso creates its sum éxpectations, (s own false
mnages frs oum witlful misinterpretatons of the naked facts.

T prar it another avay: If mow what's gomg to happen, what does it profit me 1o share thae knowlodie? Would
I'mot e waser o prepare and let the funire strike my enemies wndware?

Na, those givers of prophecy show their knowlodee anty hecause it pains them something to have their prediceions
believed . Specifically, once they are believed they become part-of the intelligent expectations of the hearer, who the
(willing or no) makes the prophecy more fikély. Weha doyoue think thes've all souagseet 171 tell vou, Yol full dowen
ths stertrcase on April 8, 1921, yowwill stply stay away from the staimay.on chat date and m proved a false prophet.
Brat if I tell vou " You will fall down a surcase,” welli.. Now, every stvease i walk upon bscomes athreat. | derhapys -
thee prophecy festers movour head so much thee you wip fuse o have it done with. Or perhiips ie distracts you froom the
real threat, from me with the blackened stake ar the footaf the saivs, and then when ot reairze the prophecy wes false
well, it's ton Lave for you,
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The notoriows Ambrogino Ciiovanni tmve [s throogh
out Europe, though il his actions are for his own
benefit ar thar of the clan (or, most probably, some
combination of both) no one can say for sure, Dhiego
Ghioyanni is also known as quite the taveler, chiecking
in on Giovanni actovides in Africa and the Americas
as often as once a decade.

More aften, the anstanimake cheir will known less
directly. In nges past, their wraithly servants scoured
the globe, spying on the elders’ enemies no less than
their allies and carrying messuges of the elders' will. In
the modern n:iglﬂ_'i, some are finally confident with
telephones and relevisions for unimportant marters
Fot issues of greater urgency or significance, they still
prefer a pemonal messenger. After all, if they undes
stand ir correctly, just anybady could tap into the wires
of a telephone,

It 15 the elders, primarily, who are most interested
in tearing down the Shroud, or sudane, and bringing
on the Endless Night. However, their eagermness to
unify the worlds of life and death is mivigated by ther
own innare caution. One doesn't survive conturies ne
anobject of fear and hatred of other Kindred by beng
hasty or obviows. Thus, the anman are slow, bur
unstoppable, in their accumulation of the hundred
million dead souls they need to realize their nmb
tions, Or they were,

In 1999, they hod monaged 1o sempe rogetlier
almost tweney-eiahr million imprisoned souls— over o
guarterof thie way tothe Endless Nighit! Better arlll, cver
half of those had been harvested in the lose himdred
years. A baoming population made formore remaindered
spiris even in good times; and owo World Woars were
definitely not good times. Many of the optimistic anziani
were looking lorward s reaching the halfway paint
withindecales. Given the way rechnological mayhem
was becomng more and more refined, 1t was mostly
agreed that when fiflty million souls had been cliimed,
itwould bis time for them to cross the sudario physically,
crash the world economy, provoke & nuclesr war and
harvest the second half all ar once.

Then therealmof the dead iImploded. The Giovann
aren't sure who exactly they want 1o blame for that
Some think irwas acabal of lunatic mortn] necromun
cers who revere Orphiews. Others blome o handiul of
Mesh-earing Kindred cultists who led w the Bast in the
wake of the maelstrom, Srill othears sav it was the shirity

themselves, hnving gotten their shit together enough v
do eomething major for once (even if the overall effect
serewed the spifl more than anyone else)

When the spitit-storm hit, it weakened the sudann,
but more importantly it blasted through the pillaged
souls of the Giovanni. The Giovanni had primarily
designed thetrenclosures to keep theircaprured wraiths
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m. They weren't meant to protect thase ghoses from
extemal dangers: Dot the maelstrom bt the Giovanni's
five wraithly puligs all over the world (Boston, the
Pisanob temple in Mexico, Caglionn on Sardinia,
Marmkech In Moreceo and, of course, Yenice) and
blusted them wide open. Many of the spirits inside
wete simply destroyed. A lange number in Venice were
inmedistely recaprured js they foolishly stuck around
to avenge themselves on their captors. The deposito-
ties'in the Ameticas had terse advance waming und
wete able to prepare for the Storm somewhat better
than those in Europe and Africa, bur unavoidahble
losses still oecurred, Worse, many of the spiviti that
eseaped have undergone the transformation to sperer
and dre Jetermined w punish the Giovanni ¢lan for
l’|'|L'I[ L.ipr_i\-l[_\_,'.

Now, the Giovannd elands down to.a fraction of
their former ghostly msources — o dny ratio of whar
they need B theirubtbimante plan. The Necootmaneers, of
corse, hinve staged o great deal of discussion abenit how
to deal with this sechack.

Noone |s supgesring thit the Glovanni ahandon
the Endless Night ritual — ar least, no one 15 any-
more: When thespivie momsoon hie, Aoguscus himself
woke from o decades-long torpor and took o personal
hurel i the defense of the Mausoleum against 1ts
mmetime caprives. The tiese ewo onmaniwho suseested
gving up i the face of storm served 1o slake has
thirst, so the remaining elders don't walk in rerms of
“wherher” but rather “how."

Augustos himself has provided no leadership: As
soon 08 the Mausoleum was secure, he set out to
examine the wreckage of the Underworld und the
roiling storm within personally. The anzian believe
he's erossed the sudariu back inro the mortal world,
but they don't know exactly where he is: A few of the
mast loval, or most bound, are concerned, but maniv
of the others moodily await his rerurn: Much as they
might like o seize control of the family from him,
they're confident that Augustus is unlikely o en-
counter anvthing tn the world more dangerous and
unpleasant than himself.

Axzian fOrupente( Cautous Froers)

The more cautious anzian admit that the mael-
serovm e out of lefefield, but e quick to point oot
the storm clondsdo have asilver lining. Sure, most of
their enslaved resonrees are gone. But the sudavio {3
mow so thin chae they may not need nedrly g msny
=ouls o complete the ritual, Furthéermore, so mony
spirit have Been Blasted throwgh the sudario chir they
siein ta be voked to otheradss muncdore pgulﬁlci
places and things. (See p. 57, “The Maclstrom,” for
more about this.) These makeshift carene provide
lt\'crm;i‘ with the winiths now connecred to l]ll'lll,

v

anl becuuse ane place or abfect tmay sérve as an
anchar for several (or, thearerioully, dozens) of spir-
ITH, Just |l.‘.ll.:;tl'||11._: nd obraming one could ensnare a
harvest of ghosts that would take a year w sccumn
lare mocalmer thmes

Furthermore, the wreckage on the other side of the
Shroud means no one's minding the store. Tn ages pase,
the Cnovanni hid to show some circumspecrion whien
it conme to seizing the more powerful stvn out from
Underworld, because vour don't come o be a pevwertul
spirito there withour all iesgomrding your back, Now, it's
every ghost foritself, and thar means an orminized group
of Pisamob or Ghiberti can imprison laree numbers of
viery strong spirits by working together and wrgetme
FI'IL‘T'I'I. O AL-A Cime.

The Necromaneers sren't the only ones takine
advantage of anarchy in the realms of the dead. The
Underworld organization thoe forbade wraiths from
tak ing action inthe world of the | twing (such as ponagss-
ing mortals: becommg visible, throwing dishes around
and pulling similar *Amityville Horror” stunes) seems
to have been blown to smithereers. That meins the
ghose society's equivalent of the Masquerade just went
righe down the toiler. So, not only are woaith Giovanni
able ro et with far less diseretion or fear of tegisal on
thewr side of the sudana, many other spiriti are being
mutch maore obviows a2 well. That makes it particuliely
eagy to find them — especinlly if you're 3 well-com.
nected expert with centuries oF sxperivnee.

Consequently, most of the Giovanni elders see
the plass ng half tull. They baught, bribed and blpck-
mailed their way o o number of Pusitesses that
previously weren't worth the effort. Specifically, they
initiated o hostile wkeover of Kopapnl Ergonomika
in Eurape and they've founded Dunsim Ergonic Con-
sultants in the LS. They ve also bought conrrolling
incerest imanumber ol sl surveying Hemy chrough-
out the Western world

These husinesses provide two critseu) elements i
the Giovannd quest 1o find these new “hor sones™ of
spertrt anel sprto Infestation: Conracts and pretexts,
Have people in your office building suddenly started
complaining of weird noises, strange smells, unusunl
problems with the office equipment? (“Hey, the water
cucler didn'r ute ta sound like it wassorearming. ") Must
b air trapped in the witer pipes, o7 afungus priblem on
thie flip stde of the trop cetling, or mildly toxic repctane
in the synrhetic carpet. Berrer call i Kompagm
Ergonomiko, Afeer all, they did o greir job when the
Girodschmidt Building had e weird souff that booked
II]ﬂ.‘ hltfﬂd Mmfnmg 1.|1'|'l.l.i]‘|. the walls,

If all goes well, the Giovnnni connecred with these
businesses capture o passel of ohnoxious phosts and
collect a fee from the grareful morals as well,
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Not all the spiviei ejpculared from the hell storm
stuck o places, of course: Some atrached to people.
But in many ways, that's even easter. Sure, some
people go tou priest when they stare hearing disem-
bodied volees ur having visions of strangers (n their
homes. But (in the developed countries at least)
they're a lor more likely to go tooa shrink, and the
Ulovannt have been involved in thie health care
mdustry since frs infuncy. Dope up the poor haunted
fucks on some Zoloft, cage the ghosts and explain
away the memories of the necromantic rituals as
paranols or hallucinarion. Hell, Have o deink while
l,uu'lt' ar it

Anziavt Appasionati(Bacer Frnery)

Orher elders are less sanpuine abour rhe los of
centuries’ worth of effort. These elders —some of whom
were Embroced by Augustus himself —aceuse the ocher
drgiani of wanting (o pursue the Endless Night maore
than they want to achieve it. While small in number,
these angiani are very vocal when they can shike off the
cold haze of torpar amd very powerful

The Anpani Appasionan are in favor of tracking
down and acquiring newly haunted areas through the
ruse of geological surveying or asbestos removal or
wharever, But to these elders, that's not nearly enough.
The instant inchors help, butthey're notasolution, not

THE [PREMASCINES

Every group rells staries. Ifyou're a Boy Scout, youwmight hear about the phanroms that haunt Uracen
Mesi. If you're a Muson, you might ger an earful abour King Solomon {or the Wandening Jew). fyou'te
agoodfella, you might hearabour what sorte Far Tony did to Ris punk son-in-law, back in the '60s. Hyou're
incthe Ciovannd clin, you mighe bear the stary abour the Premascines.

Some of these stones are true, some are false; some started out rrueand goran encrustationofembellishment
that hgs almost obscured the aceurare outline.

The stary gocs like thist When Augustus Giovanni tose dpagaingt his sires he wasp't alone, Sevieral of
hus tamily members had his back, either by being Immediately present or by offering their aid in other ways.
(M these co-conspirators, some (Twelve ! Four! Six! Sevenl) survived tb the modern nights and are known
as the Premascines

Seeing as the diablerie of whoever Augustus sice was, soyway, took pluce in 1444, the Premascines are
old. The story also goes that they aré very close to Caine — Fourth and Fifth Genceration, probably. Because
they were Embraced belore the disblerle, they are also pehuine members of the clan char came before us, if
thut distunetion has much meaning. Some say they don'tsuffer the Curse of Lamis, while others say they were
cursed ut the same time is Augustus. There's also rthe claims thae they have eompselike visages or prophetic
visions. Or that they have all three curses. Not that it matters much because (s the story goes) they've been
hidden in the warer under Venice for hundreds of veusrs. When you're o centuries-old waterlogped corpie,
well, whar does a little more pallor or pain méan to your viccims?

That dues rise the interesting question of what these anclent monsters ingest to survive. Tourises drageed
off the canals! Nasty, cold fish blood! Those are some theéories. Same Glovanni suspect that the other anzani
have @ well in the depths of the logma where they dump enough hlood nightly to keep the Premascines sedute
It's also been claimed tharifrer centuries of studying Necramancy the Premuseines leamed ro consume spirirs
of the dead and somehow transform them into something nourishing,

Orthers suy these old ones can no longer wletare mortal blood, and need Kindred virae ta survive.
Vartations on this story are: The Premascines are fed Cliovanni neonares who screw up, they devour members
of others clans who make mmouble in Venice, or the family Embraces luckless mortals for the sole purpose of
teeding them o the elders.

if the Premascines are anything other than astory told tokeep the neonates in line, theyare genuinely old,
terrifyingly powerful, and more familur with Mecromancy than the vainest ancilla is with her own self. Whie
they are not, however, 15 o resouree for the family: While they may have been fellows ot ane time, staying
underwater for centuries and inspecting the mysteries of the afterlife firsthand dre not the way w stay sane und
mrouch. Ithey exist, they are rooalien in their feelings andvalues to have any bue the mast supedficial discourse
with a person or Kindred of the modern nights.

H the Giovanni fimily has, as climed, been kegping them fed and concealed, then it's possible thar they
might {n turm offer their assistance. For example, if the Glovanni needed to have a squadron of phantom
fighter planes from World War | attack « site in the morm| world (or any pare of the Underworld) the
Prefnscines might oblige. Certainly, something has been pratecting Venice from wrth of wraiths ard
spectres alike for generations — even through the current Underworld unrest.
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i half, becouse they're temporary. Eventually all the
available anchars wall be harvested, or broken by exor-

cists, or the spoid there will simply lose rher figh
agamst the storms and the sper,

Mo, if the Giovanni are poine to achieve their
destiry betore the cursed Setives miannee to rowse thei
dead founder (amad the Giovannd anziani who know the
most about the Setites all seem to be the most eager 1o
toke down the sudario), they need to do more than
smiply take advantage of a temporary situation. [t not
enovgh o simply bail out the boat: It's ulso necessary o
[".I'-. |I f]lr. i1|l||'

I this case, the "hele" 15 the vomparanve Licl of

spiritt. Tao ereate more, mortals must die, in grear num-
bers, prefembly with a grear deal of unfinished business.
To this end, the anziani appastonati seek areas of
violence, tenston and unrest on a national scale —
i el .|1'|'r' IRERIHIRIRIRE '||'r"||1'| AL C '|'|."I:'i!'!1l| s []'ll,il.l ]:ll"ILE
Makistan seem particularly ripe, but to date Giovanni
agents sent there o fan the Fr;lr‘k inta fire have been
universally chased our by Cathayans jealous of “their
turf,” or have vanished entirely, such as in the mon-
sty that racked Bangladesh. (In -I'.I!-il,\-[,li'll Anclre
l.l'.'”'.l |.I'.'|.1'-.'I.;§‘Eill. WS -1'.5:11-.-||'|"-a'r|._-d .il:]lt I'I‘:'.I:ItL'.ll -'1;_'“:]: | (8]
Venice, On the wooden stake through his chest was
i mes=pe 1 nedl o :|.||'1;:_{T':|:'I}I.':." "W |1||m!'-il,,' |'1r|||;1:-.'7

vour recoanition of our destny, Bnding the warld is
our job and will be done on o sehedule.™)

Similarly, China isa toushmu toceck. Ie wonld be
an ideal tool for SEALTEITLE & TiAAs ¥ W It's BT R gl a el
seanuling army, ind (thunks o aborcion, infantic (de and
a culrure thay exales male olfspring) far more unmarried
men i their twenties and lare teens than wonetn fin
them o wed, Historically, that's the rec ipe fom 5 war of
conduest. Bur agnin the Cathayans stand berween the
Criovannd and a ripe sitation. Agenrs keep golng mto
Chira, and sometimes they're successful — afrerall, it's
i big country und the Kindred of the East can't be
everywhere — but they're nowhere near amassing the
influence they'd need to provoke a war

As for the more hospitable Western world, the
.i..l.l.: (L ] f..ﬂ. IZ‘J'.!]"'["".' and ]-1'I.I--|I.'|| ited o involve
iesell in IH':.'fhtt'll_j of the scale the nnxious elders
desice. South America and Africa are both VETY
promising, but anly in the sense of having mony
smull-scale actiony nd o one there 5 going
:“J.LIL'..]F TE-IL‘ LY :II.JI-I”I.III.: inre 'n\.|1r.|'|!|:'|'~' |'|;.!I|||.'r |_|'|_,"'|"| ik L
o do el [Tt in hae tlow of '.E'n'.'i_l‘]l WOAPONS 1T
these tegians, and the o I”‘:i-|IH' of the Sovier Lnion
|I|I"_'h l[li'i..IL' |'h:” ik Il."'f .'1,=:Ii'||'l-|: I H-__:g |,|,§' ENIT COrmes Lo
actually moying fissionable marerial from the former
USSR into the hands of someone extremist enough
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well, that's a sticky wicker, First off the
Russhans had a lor fewer nukes than they let on. By
far, the majority of the weapons the ClA spotted
were decoys, I the CLA figured it out, they kept
quiet: 1e's very possible, after ull, to spy oneswlf rghe
out af a jub,

LR T

The Russlans do a piss-poar job of guording the
nuclenr material they do have, even by mortal stan-
dardds, bur thar's why the UN and NATO (infested with
those fucking Ventrue) are keeping avery elose eye on
whut poes where.

A nuclear holocaust in Africaor South America
15 unltkely soon, then, bur the Middle Fast is ans
other macter. Istuel's gor the bamb, and isn't Egypt
where all those dumn Senves hreed ! Two Birds with
one stome would be very nice, but Ismiel prarticu-
tarly Jerusalem — 15 thick not only with Eindred
and Cathayans, but with other... things... of all
deseriprions, Obvioously, not every politician inthe
region s somethonge's relanive, puppet or ward
" Would rhe Lupine delegar please leave che
Haort™ ), but enough influence taints the area thut
the Giavanni are going to have o operate with
prear gutle o pe whiar they wane, T|1:_~|,,"'|'1: r.:urn.:ntl'lr'
negotating with o group of renegade Lupines and a
fuction of old-style magicians from something called
"the Celestinl Tradidon of Hermetic Orders,” The
Luptnes, contrary 1o the stereotype, seem to admive
the "corrupnion” of the Giovanni, ond the mow
seem to think that if technology has enough reper-
cusstons, people will turn avay from i ond back o
the old ways of magic. Obvionsly, werewolves ard
witches are stupider chan Kindred,

Arraped g chie Gisvanni amd their some time
allles are o gang of werewolves who seéem almosr as
knowledgenble about ghosts and the Underwarld s the
Giovannt themselves, and a bunch of vengeful ecculust
trashy whio nne strancely resistont o the Giles of Caine.
Skulking wund the elpes of the conflict are the
Setites, who appear to be cnamored with the Giovanni's
twinnisd Lupine conticrs, ond the ‘__':,-“hﬂ':,',]n; wlw, it
SBCMY, JUST TESeNE everyore.

Tire Honorep DeEAD

Becoming undemd, in any fashion, &5 very rare,
Becorming i ghost because you weme to is rarer soill, On
the othie hi-”lkl. ALY centures s 3 ||,'s1'||__: tirme, s 1_|5L~
Ciiovannt dre nothing of not intense about thelr gouls,
Caonseouently, more than o few Giovaoni heve bécome
spurin, A lew are even sperrt

.]—l'-i'.‘il' -i|||'-"* o the other side are I‘ll;lm'ﬂ1h1||.~,-!'|,'
wsetul for the Glovannt who still move in the living
reslm. Luring ghosts into ambush (s the very least of it
They can also vse therwrl I']‘||':,' percephons |'|1J,' .'in}'Hr:"hT

L sy o Ghiovann i envmies — without the Mecroman-
cer having 1o fear betrayal or insubordination, ., too
much, As Giiovinni spit nge, thear powers grow w the:
point that they can be a threat to any bur the best
prorecred of Kimdred.

Juse os mmiportant is their influence on the other
side. Chovanmni spirm tend o learn ghostly powers of
sparicshaping and weeaking supermatral havoe in e
world of the living | Disciphne equivalens for these
spint powers are YVicissitude wnd o comhbinaticn of
Movement of the Mind and Lure of Flames). The uses
of appertation and ghost-Rames are obvious, bur icisfor
their ability o “flesheraft” orher wemths thar the
Chiovarini spiritl are most valoed by their Kindred cous-
ins. This is because such power prves them the ability o
render ather wruths immohile, insensate — incapable
of any scrion. Thus, the Giovanm clan: secures i1s
stockpile of souls for the Endless Mightritual. Spritiwho
are tithed for the Endless Night are niot used for standard
charges of espronage and homssmene Tharputsthem at
risk of destruction or escape. Instead, they are twsted
into paralyeis or stored in their catene dnd put in one of
the Giovanni sepulchres.

O course, o Gilovanni weaith s associition with i
tmortal cousing is a double-edged sword, The threat of
necromantic revehre Is 4 [rotent one, st wet |1'|-;|'[1.;.' fior
menacing black mugickans bm't a grest way o make
triends — especially when the ghosts captured by the
Ciicvarn aee alfon .-.i1r.|‘|]4|' never heard from again,

Aside from the harred oftheirspinto peers, Glovanm
wigithe ilso have to endure the condescension of their
Eindred relatives. 1t's nothing Blatant or intentional,
but most Giovanni inherently see spivin as mferdor
betng, fit to be used, tormented and enclaved. Knowing
that your denr grammy has become one causes no smal|
pmonnr of copmitive dissonatce, as respect and affec-
tan go o warwith ingrained conrempt and callisness,
Usually, the emarions reach 2 stalemare that is hear-
ilhles, IF mor comtartable.

When vot're the one who's been tansformed o
d wraith, the emotional conflice is far more intense.

THe GLopal GIOVANNI

Nat every member of the Giovanmi clan 159 mem-
ber af che Giovanni family, The structure of the family
trickled down intothe "clienc fannlies” whowere brough
into the Kindred fold, however, An elder s sull an
elder; hut the Giovanni anztent trump all other Elders
combined, Of course, this has been the source of no
lictle friction berween the tamilies. ..

TrHe [Misanos

The Pisanob have had a very hard vime of 11,

Although most of their temple havens in the Mexi-
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Tunee Views or THE ENDLESS N1GHT

The Endless Night is when we take chavge, man !
Periple will be no different than ghoses, which means that |
youe can feed off em wll th_‘j' die, and they"ll just come
hack mamonther wog, We'll be abls wmmdfick ghosts
and wse necromeney on normal peaple, because they'll
all bie the some r..i|'rr:|11,,l It ll make that old Anavch Revalt
lonk like Coney fucking Island, =

— Cristobal Ghibertd, 13th Generation .

The Endloss Night will be more than @ simple
change of politics. b wall be more, even, dhan the
reunion of o sundered worlds, Tt will be the transfor:
maaon of both. We, as Kmdred, stand astnde the
worlds of life and death. But when those vealms are ©
rewnited, might it not resolve the conflices of awr condi-
tiom cas sl

— iego Uliovanni, bth Generation I

Everythmg will finally be perfecdy quiet. The mor-
tal followers of Newton have grasped the Eneless Nighe |
better dhar ey inour own clan, They callic * the hea-
depth of the wniverse. " All movement, suen unto the
molecular level, will cease. Therd will be no mére
TAELET , FLO e TS, 1o more Fm]‘]t‘. o fear | mre !
life-or dloath, vies maora: this. or e, Wimiors guud. Nui
more el Wameme conflict. .

— The Capuchin

i

cin hanterlands remsin secure, many outlying Pisanoch
havens in Mexico have been compromised. Between
unchecked rampages by the Sabbar and Underworld
comllicts with the Harbingers of Skulls, the Pisanob
were beleaguered even before the crippling mael-
strom in the ApIrt waorld, When half their p!‘.nnm‘m
servants were desoroyed in anonstant, the Pisanob
were finally vulnerable to the vengeance of spirits
who had awaited a chance since before Columbus
came to America. The only reason the temple of
Pochtll has survived is that the maelstram and 1rs
phtermach caughn the Plsanob's enenues asflac-foored
ast did the Kindred themselbves, The Harbingers of
Skulls suffered rhe ghostly apocalypse at least as
badly s the Centeal and Sourth American Giovannd,
Ay for other Pisanob, they've found themselves fre-
quently targeted by a group of humans who claim o
be driven by a higher power o reclaim the world.
Being the lead dog in Mexico has gotten the Sabbar
bitten on the ass by these hunters, while the few
Mexican Camarilla vampires sit back smugly and
congratulare one another on the protection of the
Masguerade. Numerous Fisanch have met their ends
at the hands of these mortal hunters, too, finding
themselves caught between the warring sects or com-
promised to save another Kindred's skin

With supernatural Mexico largely i disneray, the
u.ilglll'l.i'.'.'.{ttt!h of the familv 15 o $!1||.11|E'-h-5- Indverdial
Pisanob are still comparatively safe nid effective wirk-
ing ws arms merghans, mercenaries or (if they're
mradirional} hospient orderlies in the rest of Sourhand
Central America. Bur without the Mexican infrastruc-
tuee, these Kindred are largelv on then own

For some, that's just oz well: They're happy o
continue their aceivities withour their eldeis looking
over their shoulders and shaking therm doswn for siri-
tual tribute. The cenrral Giovanni, of course, are loath
10 let the Pisanob goon their merey way, bue with rravel
i1 the ghostly realms really, really difficult, their best bet
for putting the Pusanal back together is to cebulld wha
was riined in Mexico.

Rumors pun rampant between those Pissnob whi
are still in contact with one another, " Aupusius (s
coming here,” says ane, “because he's pissed ar Pochili
and wints todrink hj-"df’ﬂfhr-'f"-h”i"l.'l'!l!‘l.“HFi-lII.‘{li]IIL':IIH'Il
are poing tocall Pochtli o Venice, [fhe gpoes, they'H i1
him —assuming no one else nails him on the wiy. [The
doean't go, they'T pam the whole family our ondes earl”
claims ancther, "No," says a third. “They'ne going 1o
invite every Pisanob 1o an April 4th meeting at the
temiple for a massive counterstrike agiinst evervone
They've got roo much invested in us to ahandon — bt
anyone who doesn't show up for the Blg Push gers
hunred down and bourd!”

All the unrest among the Pisunob is very unfor-
[LINALE biecanse ane 1.1|. Prh'l'|1]|'\ EXPETITENTS |'|;1n. il
leme last, paid off. The result s called (ruther arro
gantly) the Ritual of Pocheli, and it might just be the
ol that the Pisanob need to tumn I]'1:r|-~1 st
if lhv:',"{..:l'l'l SUTYVIVE Iung rnlulgh to tench it to enouch
of the family

THe Mo LiNFRS

The Milliner family feels ir has good reasons to be
proud of itself. Unfortunately for them, the Giovanna
fnm:lv doesn't seem o share those fee IS T ._'cﬁr1||'-||
cite marters for both, the Milliners know abou th
Cliovanni's reservations.

From the Milliner poinr of view they've been doing
abang-up job. They've nor only held thetr own agains
both the Camarilla and the Sabbarin America, they've
dioni s while Hourishing on the fronts of finunel and
criminal influence. Who realized the new languase of
organized crime was nor [realian bur Russian! The Mil-
liners. Who persuaded the AMA thar nationabzed
health ¢are would be worse for ther wallers than a
doubling of greens fees on private golf courses? The
Milliners,. Who reaped enormous profits through in
vestments in HMOs and privaczed prisons, and also
ensured such shoddy management wnd oversighe thar
Gilovanni clan members can feed o comforr and secu-

Crinrre Twia: b Ruiss i tie P




THe Riruar oF Pocnis (Lover Two NECROMANTIC RITUAL )

Theactions of this rinal were actually developed in concer wath several Ghiberti vampires who have heen
residing in Pochtl 's remple for ulmosy owe decades. Because bt familivs hada lenpthy histary of elabarate
ceremonies, they felt more comfortable resesrching with one snother than with the matnstream Giovanni,
What they have develaped (s something of a metaritunl. le Gannot be casc by iself, bur onlyin conjunction with
anather Necromantic rinual, or with the heavily riralized useof 2 Necromantic path

The action of the niwal is this: Two or more Kindred necromanicers restrain a mottal vessel and inflict
ieisions in the shape of blasphemous Egyptian haeroglyphs or Adtec symbols. They then deink from these
injuries. Each participating Nectomancer must make his awn cut and drink from ne ather cut.,

Thereatrer, the Necromantic power the Kindred seck to employ gaing the benefit of all the participants’
knowledge. This ricual makes it possible for Necromancers to creatis tuly feesome feats of death-magic,

System: The player rolls to activate thisritual as normal — Intelligenee + Ocealt, ditficulty 5 (because
' # Level Two ritual), If the rall succeeds, the Kindred who have participated in the rieual may work
together on the path or ritual the Ritial of Pochtli is intended to pssist, and players share successes: Nate
that the primary application of Necromancy requires s own rall, and that sugcesses (snd fmlures)
garncred by the group are pooled.

If a Ghiovanni tries to use the Rirnal of Pochtli with a'path or ritual, she must have the know-how 1o use
Necromuncy in the Ghibert or Pisanob style (see below), Addditionally, all Kindred pareicipating in the ritual
must know the Ritual of Pochtli as well as the situal or parh power the group secks o enact.

For example, three Pisanob artempr to use the Ritual of Pocheli ro flay the soul from a Sebbat shoul whe
husinvaded their hoven, Each player succeedson her rol| tivuse the Ritual of Pochill, and then the y colleetively
netempt rovuse the Level Four Bone Parh power, Soul Stealing. The first player guins three succosses. the econd
gers two, and the [ase gets anly one (which would have bieer two, butshe rolled 4 13- These combine for 3 toral
of six successes, reaping the ghoul's soul from his body for a rotal of six hours.

The downside of this power is that a single player's hoteh negares the sucgesses of the entire group; resulting
in o hireific fatlure for the titus] workers.

MET System: Every parcicipant in the Riwel of Pocheli must know this titual, know Pisanob or Ghiberri-
atyle Necromancy and must activate the same ritual or path immedibrely after izs use. You should n le-pliy out
the screaming terror of carving o target with necromuntic sigls thag also become puckered sores to slike vour
thirst, so ltil'lﬁ dayoucan dozowithout :th::mlnup;m:rshy'. I:.r‘!hnd Ef"rf_"lllll'(" Jf‘uing this sart of 1']'|]nE in |'||||'|l||, ; then
maybe vou should think ahout getting 4 hack mom to do rituals away from spying eyes.)

Each individual who suceceeds in the Rigua! of Pochei adds his auccessive power tothe duration of the
fallowing Neermmancy. If the group tries to perform Summon Soul, for instance, smd three casters suceeed in chis
ritusd and then in the test for the power, the duration of the power is tripled (three questions/ turns), Only those
who succeed in both the cisting of this ritual and the successive power or titual pdd to the final effect. You
cannot combine more than five people in this ritual,

rity! The Milliners. Who had three of America’s most
etfecrive witch-huntees joiled as “patential Y2K ex-
tremists”! The Milliners, Whe set up a powerful Setlee
o ke the fll when the huncers were sprumé! Ohnce
again, the Milliners.

Shit, who's the most prominent Kindred fcrion in
Buston now, with fucking Camanilla recognition? The
Gilovannd, Bur who handed it over to them!

The Milliners.

They've given the Giovanni momey, contacts,
muscle —nat to mention o string of prisonsand Urgent
Care centers matonwide thar might as well be numed
“WMeVampares." Nor bad for o fomily whose elder is at
least two generations removed from the anziantand two
centuries younger than therr childer.

[ the Giovanni notice! Doesn't seem like ir. No
“nice job" out of Venice, No increased money, theueh
you'd think rhey'd smarten up after the Milliness told
them to buy inte Cisco and MCH, and they didn'r, and
if they had they'd have made back ten times their
mvestment. Permission to Embrace cut back. Permis-
sion to diablerize Camarilli and Sablat eoemies denied
for those not blood bound o o Giovannt, Francls
Millner publicly dressed down by Diego Giovanni,
pracrically in frant of the whole family.

The Milliners give and give and give to the
Criovamm, and whart do they pet 2 The boss gets a promo-
tion. Remedial Necromancy lessons from Diega's per
ﬁ'i-’:r'lk’l:hllt'fl'.‘. .‘jt[':'_| Lii'l'n.‘lndﬁ for more .'H.IIJ["\- (L1 i||'.;|“1 up
tor whar was lost during the Grear Spinit Shike=our
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THEDunsIEN

The Giovanni's northern European connection
has also felt pressure from the matn family, While
Mecromaney his teaditonally been a ve ty lew Dunsirn
priority, some Cilownnni angmi are now imsisrog thar
all Dunsien neanates learn its grim practice so that they
can tithe to the Gidvanni in .s-l.'mls1 rather than the
traclirional Dunsirn fivcal substitute. 1 face, momos
have cone out of the Mausolewm rthar even thiose older
Dhmsim who don'’t know Necromaney may be “asked”
o learn It — may, in fact, be commanded o Venice 1o
lern it at the seat of the clan's power

The Scote are known a u proud culture, and
growing rich as robber baronz is never conducive ro
humility. Thus, the Dunsirn are breistling ar rhe
suppestion thar they meed o be mken buck ro school
— umd at the knees of the Glovanni, rather than
from their own family, too! Keeping up with the
developments in the Buropean Union isn't easy in
the best of times, and especially nor since the
Camarilla and some group of sorcerers both have
their fingers in the Euro up to the elbow, With the
EL im les formacive stages, the Dunsirn know it's
eritieal to pet cheir hooks in now, at the foundation,
so that evervthung thar grows after will grow around
them. Bue it's at just this moment that the collapse
of the Underworld has the Glovanni family gerring
uptighe pod dicestorial.

Tuw Mimonr Pasmmres

The della Passaglia family is, as they say in
China, "living in interesting fimes," Inexplicably
{rothem), thetr decades of sreadily chiseling their
way Into the confidence of the Cathayans have
been hamstrung. Kuei-jin who were tolerant, if not
exactly congenial, turned their noses up ar the
merchant family overnight. Requests for an expla-
nation are frequently met with polite refusal.
Demands are rebuffed — ofren violently. Slowly,
the realizution {s dawning that the Kueisjin may
have simply spent cenruries studying western vam-
pites 1o learn their wesknesses. Now thac the
Cathayans are striking in California (and, it's -
mored, I Kasovo), they have no further need for
study, More chilling than the suspicion that they've
been used are the rumors leaking vur of the Carhayan
Green Courts of Kerca — thar the Nagaraja aren’t
completely destse el after all...

While the della Passaglia are being confused by
fresh intrigues in the East, the lowly Puranesca family
keeps on thriving, as (talways has: Largely ignerant of
necromincy, most are untroubled by the maelstrom.
Focused m Europe ond North Americn, they need noc
concern themselves with Kueisym wiles, They nre
concentrating, as alwavs, on murder, vice and hlack-

mail. The influx of pangsers from Russin threw them
for a loop brictly, bur the red mafivas appreciate the
benefits of vite asmuch asanyone. For the Putanesca,
busimess s good,

Things are similarly going well for the Ghiberr
family. While the African Necromancers suffered os
greatly as anyone by the maelstrom, mony of rhem
had the good fortune to be in the middle of wide-
spread political violence and unrese. Thus, it was
comparatively easy for them 1w acquire the blood
they needed for Tempesta Seudi— and ro rapidly heal
any injuries intlicted by stray spertn and vengeful
wraiths. Because they don't have the Harbingers of
Skulls to WY about Lot Hke the Pisanoh do,
anyway }, the Ghiberti have kepr thetr lines of com-
munication strong and have been phle o use the
Ritual of Pachtli to rapidly establish a strong pres-
ence in the chaos caused by the maelstrom

Finally, the Rosselini have probably suffered the
msst of any of the mimer families, Lreakes Quiteabitto
be constdered “cruel” by the Giovanni, but the Rosseling
managed it. More than one Giovanm secretly sus-
pected thar the reason the Rosseling wound up serving
the Giovanni (and not the other way around) was
philosophical more than racrical. The Giovanni pur-
sue necromancy tor the power raexalr the family. The
Rosselint doit because they simply Lke it [t's an end in
itself, and conseguently the Rosselini often try to do as
much as they possibly can, as sadistically as possible,
pust to push the envelope. This approach is in direct
contrast with the other necromancers, who gerierally
try o ger the most done with the least effort. In
practical terms, this means the Rosselim go to ex-
rremes when summonmg, compelling and tormenting
spirits, When the sudanio went thin, summoning be-
came easier and compelling grew harder — meaning
that the Rosselini were suddenly conjurimg more spie-
its thon they could keep on the leash. Given their
penchant for pissing off (and on) everything they
summon, the Rosseling inadvertently tumed them-
selves into a spectre mill. The spetiri they creatid
showed no gratitude ar all,

UNICO SANGUEE
Doppio SANGUE(SINGT &
Broopann DousLeBLoon)

The notlons of equality between genders and
taces are, 1o some Kindred, odd indeed, The alder
the Cainite, the more quaint and misguided (or,
alternarively, radical and threatening) these ideas
are likely to seem,

The angiani of the Ciovanm clan are very old
mdeed, wnd their pru]udicﬂ% are fittly set. Their first
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el stromgest prejudice, of course, 15 that Giovanni
blood 15 the best i the world, They don't feel any need
ter jriveee reasems for this belled: From their perspective, its
st o fucking face Need praof! Okay, find another
tamily thaic's been s suceessful. Find another Family
with an uctive "Antediluvian” that got that way, nochy
ne e ¢ hosen, but by clioosing b eraby the [utuge by the
short hairs. Find snether Kindred clan thar’s got the
coverene of o real family, mstead of being o thrown-
r.l'lL,'ll.'El.!;‘l' |".1I-\.'h LN § I'L!..'ntl:tr-, !..::;t'\l,'ul'.l.l lel;r ({118 |.;,~,- 'an'I-'.J.
impulsi Embraces.

Found e yer? THnt think so

S0 the Glovannl are the best family and the best
clin, Thar means that anyone who was both borm and

sicher themselves superior w those who were Embraced
inta the clin, bur nor barm inro the Giovanni family —
the Putanesca, the Milliners and all the athers who are
doppis sangee (" double blooded™), The disppin sanmic are
still move merirvirions than other Kindred, just as ocher
vampires are berter thun wraithly shaves. Bur they <l
arci't the best.

T the Giovann, this is just common sense, They
dem’t tulk about it just like people don't ralk about why
the sky is blug, That's just the way ir 5, ahviously.

Of course, the Pisanob, dells Passaglio and Dunsirn
don't necessarily agree with all this cryproseugenic
arregance. Noone's going 1o call bulbshit on n Giovanni
elder for & subtle snub, but among chemselves they roll

Embraced Giovanm has w be the oream of the crop, their eves and rrumble.

- I
righe! Nar just born to greamess but chosen for i, too. Thint's hiecmise thissupeciority isn't just theoret|cal, 4l
They even huve i phrase for it unico sange, “of single Oh o Te oy miot e intentional or conscious, bar the
e = i » 1 - > N . »
Blowl ™ Thisse who nee pure” Glovanni naturally con- Giovanni act on thetr assumed superiority, Il a project :

[vEANTILISM

The natural course of life is this: You're boen, yourparénts rear yorl, yungradually become more independent
until get your own place, but you still probubly so toyour folks for advice and help when the chips are down.
Eventuully, they die. Thar's when you're really stuck being sm acule: Non only because you're living on your own
und controlling your own life, but because yauno longer have the aption of running home w mami.

The Giovanni situarion s anyrhing bur natural. They'te borm ind broughr up. Just ke everyone else, b
miest e never torced inro the tull self-determimanion that comes from haviee no other choice: The Giovanni
atbuieeys Basve s ma and pa buck home in Venies, mayhe checking up on them, making sure they're doing okay
o fmost wnpartint of wll) smaking sure chey're doinz the family prond

Even it your folks weren't Embraced, or if (henven (orfend) they suffered the Final Death, you still have a
passel of anziant around, O the good side;, they can bail your ass out of trouble. On the bad side, thiey pry arid |
spy ind medidle as much ns they're able. And o deathless Kindred with unrensonable sums of micney., plusspirit
rervineg, (= very ahle indeed.

Most Chiovanni just grit their reeth and tey to be competent enough ta s their elders’ trust (imagine
some bachelor pushing 30 who nods and says Ul think about it whenever his mom stops by his Apartmeny
with some decorating tigs) A few, thougly, ure willing o leave all that hard thinking snd plarising to the
elders, Maybe it's someone wha just got so woen down by incessant buckstabbing and treachiery thar she's
ﬂi'ﬁ‘l.‘h LEf. i ! :U .1[11.'.1#{, thl whurfver Yiou want. 1'llll.H.l will .mvl'n.-lw.”

Mure disturbing, though, are those who relish uving thelr decisions made for them. These infaneilized
Kindred are like spoiléd brats who do whatever their elders say in meum for praise, clan starus and coddling.
Inextreme cases, viu hive i mioma's bay, seemingly 40 years old, talking huby talk to his sire as he whines and
begi for anather quarter mil w shore up his laven.

Of course, you cam'’t hive Daddy'’s Lictle Girl without someone i the role of Duddy, The more
sophisticated and elder Kindred generally don'e [l inro vhis teap: Sure, caring for your kids s tough habar
to breuk, but a contury of being dead and killing others can Bave acorrosive effect oneven the bonds of parent
am child The overprarective daddies und mamas are generally less than two hundred yeurs old: Some of
them know thar they should let the fledglings spread their wings and fly (or plunsmar) on therr own, burthey
just can’t commit to it Others see norhing wrong with “eanng deeply,”

Fhita ls i hroad specirum, of course, Most of the infantile or paternalistic Giovanni are very mild cases: A
sire who'sa hirtle overprorective, a clulde wha's a bit deperident and indecisive: Bt the clan has also shelered
some real basket cases. The extreme infants tend to show licele foresight nnd throw rantrums whenever
thwarted, counting on their parent-figure to clean up the mess (which s menerally a pretty sood ber). A for
the (shmother types — just don't mess with their *kids.," 1t's hazardous to vour health.

Classnor: Grnam)
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= lmportant, i doesn’t matter whether a Dunsien is
more informed or a Rosselind more experienced: Usu-
ally, an wnico sungue Giovanni is entrusted with the
ultitnate authority,

This bias causes no small amount of friction and
displeasure for the doppio S.ﬂﬂj."'ul.*r of course, From
their point of view, they do all the hard work, while
the Giovanni sit back and take the kudos. Not only
thit — the Giovanni are more willing to risk shed-
dimg double hlood than they are their own pure,
precious, umsullied single blood. So when a really
dangerous shit job comes along, you know the guy in
the thick of it probably isn't going o be wearing
those fancy G-crest cufflinks.

The doppin sungue pot up with it almost all the
time. Afterall, it's nor too bad— and if a bad decision
4 made, the Giovanni are (if anything) harder on
thetr pwn flesh and blood, because it's more dizap-
pointing when a single-hlood Giovanni screws up
than when some "lesser” member of the clan does so,
And muybe they've started to buy the line them-
selves, on some subconscions level. Afterull, when
all's said and done, the Giovanni are the ones with
the mystic blaad to hand o,

That's a hard argument to refure.

I reconNOMIA SANGUINOSA
(TrneEconomyoF BLoob)

starting, a3 they did, as a family of merchants, the
Giovanni tend ro regard just about everything In
eeonammic terms. Their fundamental axiom {5 “ger it
cheap, sell it dear." While somerimes limiting, this
approsch dogs provide some insight into how the
Ciiovanni regard the rich, red essence of vampiric
gxtstence — vitae

i you ask Chovanni abour the Curse of Lamia,
many of them shrug and tell you thar, in the long
min, it's not a carse at all. When s mortal starts
uicing his jeans every time you sink in the fangs, it's
a ot casier to delude yourself that you're not steal-
myp lite, or thar the moreal 3 noc your aiceim or thar
you're ot a monster. When they shrick and seream
it'sinconvement, bur ot lease you don't fall into the
trap of thinking rhar what you're doing is anything
less than reprehensihle

Msycho-philezophizing sside, howeyer, the lack
of an ecstatic “Kiss™ makes it more difficult to forma
blood cule or find a willing herd. Sure, they may say
they're into it because of the "genuine experience of
near-death intensity” orsomething, but the Giovanni
krow that anly the real twists choose pure pam over
pleasure, Using Dominate is an okay tactic for com-
pelling obedience, but unless you're really good at

memory erasure (or cooking up alien abduction sto.
ries) it’s not o perfect solunon. The old smash 'n' suck
approach still works, but Giovanni (usually neo.
nates) who rély on it wsually findd our whae the
Masquerade is for — i the Camarilla doesn't beat the
copk to therr door

One salution pvmlable to many Giovanni s 1o rake
bleod frem the dead, procedure thar is fairly common in
developed nations, Dead hlood is usaally thrown away
[0 MOTRTIes orce it's .|I'i|i|u.'u. tov mmake oo o em e
balming fluid, The same sortof thing happens in hospiral
OPEFAUING FOOS.

This tactic works with remarkable, i unsavory,
efficacy. It doeshave afew drawbacks, of course. For
one thing, these are the sores of places that intrepid
vampire hunters and inquisitive sectanans watch
closely. Furthermore, the Ciiovann aren't the only
ones who've Ili[_:llrl.:dl.l'llT thatif Vi waint |1|:ul-|l.I Y

po where the blood s, Nosterarn who don't care for
animal blood bur whe still don't have whar iorakes
Lo et the gnud stuff fresh often gravitate towird
moroues and Blood banks, where their hiding kel
make it fairly simple to rummage through the bo.
hazard hins,

The other drawback to the morgue bpprooch s
that 1t's absolutely dispusting. It's kind of like
spending eternity cating cold, congealed,
unflavored gruel, when there's o literil moving
teast all arcund you.

Another option 14 spending money to procure
blood, The simplest way (s to approach the saddest,
most desperate crack whore youcan R and say “1'm
very rich and very, very kinky. Il pay vou o hundred
bucks for a pint of your Bloed."™ Muost Olovannl who
do-s0 drnk the blood through a straw to make the
“donor” less suspicious, A more discreer (bur also
more elaborate and cold-grue l-flavored ) method 1= 1
ser up i fake hlood donation statgon. People come in,
and the phlebaromise mkes o few ounces “for teat-
ing-" A unit of blood is raken and the plasma s spun
out — but a few mote ounces are sutreptitiously
drained off before centrifuging. The nonplasina por-
tion iz banked, the patient leaves with 25 bucks in his
pocker, the plasma is thrown away (or used, unresred,
in hospitals) and a vampire drinks the secretly col-

tecred ounces. About three donors are required 1o
produce a single night's worth of susteriance, but
mase vickims never suspect # thing

Still, this has all rhe disadvantages of a funeral
partat aperation, with higher owverhead (o boot. Racher
'rhan FCETEW an'rumi with COpE, health INSTeC [Ors ||:||
susplelous priests, many Giovanni have opted to go
where life (and therefore blood) i cheap

Crisres Toves: Ir Buiss o e Fricy




Necromancers have always been righr ar home
on the harclefield. Spivit are produced when people
die with unfinished business and spettri show p
when people die in urtcer despair and rage. Thus, it
stands to reason That Vi See" Jlir.]hl.'l' proportion of
borh when peaple die young, fast and in incredible
pain. If that necromancer is also a Kindred, then
the chance to kill wounded people in a loud,
confusing situation where everyone'sdistracred by
flying shrapnel... well, thar's a very rich icinzon a
very tasty cake,

Ihe anico sangue Grovanni are less likely to
nvolve themselves righe down on the front any
more. They have the money to get the goods they
need in “civilized"” countries where you can't trade
a phosphorous grenade on the street for a gram of
coke and last year’s cell phone. Severul of their
“lesser” tamilies have involved themselves in South
Amernican contlicrs or the ever-present unrest of
Atrica, however.

hen the Misanobaren't working as hospital order-
lves s orcder to feed] thomselves, they can often be found
working fur the Carabineros de Chile or serving as
bodyguards for cocaine kingpins. Some of the beter
class of Pisgnol havve aviilisd themselves of CIA rain-
ing o climb the ladder in Colombinn paramilitary
urganizations. Alver all, the comblnation of Lamia's
Kiss and unholy Kindred strength makes for one hell of
an cffecrive interrosation.

As for Afnica, the Ghiberti family there has
gradually been slufting its uttention toward the
tegion’s ever-present contlicts. From Sierra Leone to
Burundl, Ghiberti mercenarics hire themselves out
ti create rerror (of, if you prefer, “tacrical opporruri-
ties") und fmplement genoctdal pogroms (“suppress
civilian unrest"), Their prices arg high, their resalts
are undenlable, and rhelt one requirement is that
their merhods go unesamined.

Workimg as the clenched tist of o totalitarian
government has mony obvious advantages tor an
enterprising Kindred, not the least bemg thar more
hload pels shed than o thousand Kandred would
know what o do with., The perceprion that 1t's
ratriing vitae and all you bisve to dois go our with a
bucket ulso keeps inrra-clom bickering to a mini-
mum in free-fire zones; Afrer ull, when people are
regularly “corrected” by the government; no Mas-
quernde 15 needed to cover up a kidnapping: One
renson the Camarillaand the Subbat are so liberal in
interpreting the Masguerade in many areas of Af-
rica and South Ameriea is that there's less need for
it: The mprtals ure too busy burchening each ocher
to notice @ few more casualties from monsters who
dren’t breathing,

That said, drawbacks exise. For one thing,
hardeore fircarms {such as the aforementioned phos
phorous grenades Y are far easier to come by in Somalia
than in the worse urban hellhole in the United Stares
(for example). The Cold War pumpel so much mili-
tary aid into these developing nations that street
urchins with undescended testiclesand full-auto AK-
475 aheund. A vampire's haven s much more Likely
te catch o stray mortar shell in Serbia than in, say,
Shaker Heights. Furthermere, people in developing
countries have endured o disproportionate share of
Kindred artention for decades. So, when o guy in
Burkina Faso says his wife gor dramed dry by a
bloodsucker, the neighbors’ firss instinct is ro start
combing the arca at dawn — not w sling him in a
loony bin.

TRADIZIONE ( TRADITION)

Tur Proxy Hiss

The Giovinni have s many ways of giving the
Proxy Kiss — the ceremonial feeding of Giovanmi virae
torcreate a ghoul from a bamily member— as they have
havens Some Giovanni leaders set it up asa voluntary
act i a "hlack miass” s that only the holdest — thase
willing to be dammned for the family — become ghouls.

Otthers stimply slip it into some nomal foad
create a ghoul who becomes addicred, bur who initially
has no ider of the cause. This inethod i Grvorad fir
wseful mortals whe might not agree — in the hypotheei-
cal case that they were informed beforehund. After all,
it's much casier w continue being a ghoul than [t o
comeciously decide o becane one,

Same elothe the kissin layers of farcical ceremony
te throw off any mguisitive eves and curs from outside
the family. Some are simply very stiaighrforward about
what they're doing.

Regardless of its presentation, the practice of the
Proxy Kiss is-beginning to erode. [n fact. only in lraly
s 1t followed wirh regular loyaley, The rest of Burope
and Africastill give it with a fnrdegree of ithtfulness,
bruir 1r's liess and less pl.'l]'!l.ll:‘lr in the Americas. Some of
the Milliners have gone so far as 1o susgest thae
should be considered un optional honor — and they
stress optional

The reasons for this resistance are, of course, A
political as they are practical. The unico sangye Giovanni
use the Proxy Kiss hecause, us the primary givers of the
vitae, it puts the most neonates under thew spell —
exactly why the double-bloods don't like it From their
e of view, it's just one ore gesture Of mistrast (or
contemyt) from the Yenerians

Bestowing the Proxy Kiss ls considered almost as
great gn honor as receiving it, because it piens ¢
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tamily and clan trusts the donor enoueh to deliver a
tamily member inw her power. Tt hus not éscuped the
notice Of the duuble-bloods tha mamy whio are chosen
L give the Prosy Kiss are unico sangrue

Giiven the family suspicion of blood bonds of any
BEIEE, UF SECTTER I|'.i||: this PI'H.\.'-. I":l'w | |;l..||111ln may soom be
olserved mere in the bresch, As the schism between
the angtani ]‘1111Lf+.'n:c and the anzion appasionat widens,
the Proxy Kiss 45 more and more Likely 0 be considisred
It I'I'IL".II'IEI"Lll'\-I.II"f After .1||, the comrol [HEA fidei .l"5 the
'rh.m.d was to e |.'|.I\.jL'I.‘~- .iklf'. wun I,\ig;;n;-nh 1.l.'|~“-_'n 1!1;-1,' WETE
completely united.

AprIL 411

April 4th the anniversary of the feast that
'L‘L'!]lL'l‘lTL'l[."'Ill“';i!'rllh.llr'l.'l'\ll i e l"H."r.l'q, I||'\- R AL i |L":'.|_!
the elan it iks own —is still celebrated every year In
the Giiovanni family. (The anniversary of the actual
deed {5 alsio celebraeed. bur only in Venice, and only by
thie amziani in ceremonies of protection. Berrer sate than
sairy, afrer all.)

Members of the family throw lavish parties, with
rnertals ] oheols starting things inthe sftermoon and
Eindred jomnme (of course) after the sun sers. Those
prrtes aren't for everyone: Cnly those who know the
crath about the Giovanm: are inviced — or those whio
are poine o find oot before the sun rses.

A [."-Tll —1|'11 is rradirionally when new family incim-
bisrs firie proposed o thie Toeal angimi for the Proxy
Kiss and for the Embence. Elders may Embence (or
arderan Embrace) as theysee fir, any time of the year,
bur on April 4l chose withioor Embirace i vileges
are permitted to press soit for the Embrace of o
tavored morcal or ghoul, The rules for the Proswe Kiss
are similacly strice. The Giovanni are actually more
ciareful ahlowr bestowineg the Proxy Kiss on fumily
members (who may be Embraced one night) than
they are about creating nonfamily ghouls (who ard
unlikely to become Kindred). After all, it's all righ
tor have a mere ghoul nobody beluddled by blood
honds. Tt's a more serious thing for seamesne whi
matters — someone in the family.

{“"ﬂu.'q: I]I!.‘ l-il.".irll.'[}:i thl‘r e !‘1.'{'11 “!”Lii', rhe |1'I|:-:"-h-
ment are broupht our — wsually ar least one
vittim for ench elder present, along with exvrs for the
newly Embraced (if any). By tmditlon, the newly
created Kindeed are sbven the first drinks, unril they
are sated. Then, individuals who heatow the Proxy
Kiss drink, Then, any mmzomi present. Only when
those three groups have finished are athers allowed
necess Lo the vietims, Bur at that paint, on Apeil 4t
4!n:|1|'g. L OVEIL TI'lL ‘;':E'III-'HL.‘-IIT-"]H' 1.'.:IIIlI|'-,' .|r|_".rr._'-_-|x [-L'rn'..trc.!'
ter Arink Nving blowd alongside thelr berrers, should
they so desire. The ghouls are, however, expected 1o
Jispose of the bodles afterward

Cedarren Tz Ir Ruses v e Bl
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i \ il 1 bome members of the Giovanni ¢lan — childes |
i { Ih A i of ultraconservative sires, or very traditional Tralim |
g : Kindred, for example — are expected to provide o |
tithe to thew sives or the main family e least cpee a '

year. The nature and amount of this tithe depend on
the individual Kindred, but the more authority vou
have, the more you're expected to pony up "lor the
good of the family.”

Tithes may ke |"I'|"'r’i|-|l.‘l.i n fll'l"l."ii.\'.i'il ARNE L5, L
they are provided in souls. The currency provided (s |
up to the danor, The Dunsitn generally give money
The Pisanob almose always tiche souls. The della
Pussaglia generally provide a combinacion, Nep
nares senerally have their tiches “waived” (meaning,
they are paid by their sires ) unril they have enough
money or know enough NMecromancy e make |
worthwhile. Once they know enough o start im-
Prisonming E_!]-"II'I-‘!E‘ themselves, th -|||:|: a tithe-bound
Giovanni Kindred is expected ro deliver three ghosts
per year {or ther monetary equivalent) to the clos.
est family repository,

Ter ke considered "delivered,” of course, the phost
must b [."-f-_"}'ltl'lllk' im['lTi'iiu'rhl.':d. which requiTes the fourth
rank of Necromancy, The imprisonment must be suffl
clent ro hald the ghost for ar least 3 week ( by which time
Lhoviinni en the other side of the Shroud will have
assured thar it's nor going anywhere — see "The Hon
ored Dead” an p. 42).

Tithing is almost always optional. Mast
Giipvanni are made aware of the Pracrice soon alver
their Embrace, but only the harshest sire forces
"such anachronism™ upon her chulder. The mare
respected a Giovanni is, the more she's expecred o
tithe, of course, should she choose to do s0. A
neonate who tithes a sinele soul or a thousand
dollars might be considered an infant who needs
l."L' k\'EtCE‘IEd {|l'i‘:'~':.'il,' I'Hu’ [!J:- sire. A young 51||: |-—.|h_ pon-
dent Giovanni may expected to tithe three souls. A
Kindred with greater authority mighe be expected
to serul in five, or seven. As for the anzand, they
don't really titheat all: They're engased in so much
full time ghostnapping thar the least of them rou-
“l'“-'l'ﬁ' cages many times this number of =piries a vear
=till, rithing 15 a pracrice hesr observed by those
capable of doing 1t — too little is always too litele
and may be construed as insulting, After all, a
“donation” of five dolars to the coffers of one of the
richest, most prominent and secretive families in
the world is hardly anythineg other than a snub.
Much prestige can came from tithing, however, snd
most Ciiovanni past thew first quarter century as
Kindred fulfill the obligation
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AnlTarian

EIMEREFOR
Four -Mourrren
NECROMANCERS

Anzians: A respectul term fora Giovanm elder.

Beestiordi: Bastard.

Bucarily: Fageor,

Ciagme: Coward

Carene: Liverally “chams” or fetters. Physical
objects or places to which o wralrh s metapliysi-
cally ried. Singular, catena.

Fata: Clhpmypellng. Maeal, fae,

Crninmog ldior,

Merddso A shitoy person {Hrerally )

Rovinato: "Broken.” Paycholomically abused ro
the point thar resistance 15 inconceivable, Old-
world Giovanni usually refer only to ghosts with
this term; but the younger generations use it on
people and other Kindred as well,

Spetor: A deranged phost, hapectre. Dlural, speter,

Spirito: A moderarely rogether ghost, o wraith.
Mlural, spmiti

St The e burrier betwesn cheworld
o the living amd o worlid of the deads e Shrod,

Va' a furu fotteraty Gos fock vourselfl [Tl
expression is oftencaceompaniod by potting vour
thumb berween your weerh and then flicking irar
thie person. )

GHOSTBUSTERS
It FucriNn AINT

Individuals with even the most rudimentary un-
LicraLnndm.L_; of what m'gnmanc’:p i5 recomize the
existence of another world. Ie wraps around this one
like: w sheer, or mayhe permeares ir ke o ous; or
mayhe underlies it the way the sew sis under Vemce:
This other world 1s where dead people are. They can
sesontot it pnd warch vou pod me (choneh ofeen nor
very clearly ). Ulnless vou start practiciog the Black
Are, vou'll never see ir at all

T+1L‘ FURSan Yo I.lf'.lnlr see 1T 1= an :n'l_m.a{uti:{]
barrier bBerween here' and there. This barrier, the
stidario, inlidire ghosts from influencing the marks)
world It's not uniform. We're still not sure exactly
how it works, bur the sydaro definitely thins out
when people around i aré thinking creepy thouglits
ot if the setting is one that inclines people thar way.
Lravevard ar midnight? Thin sudario. There ic's cpme
pararively easy for ghosts o do therr thing. Nude

heach during spring break! There you ger & sudarto
like lead place. A strong necromeancer can thin 4 our
ar thicken it arrific tally, but there's a good reason tor
allthe black robe/ red candle/ animal sacrifice mumbo
furnho that goes on with necromantic ritual. It sers
tle Imuh.], Vil et

O the other side of the sudano s the Underword d.
That's the "rop" level of this orther world Ir's kind of 2
Illlll'L'} reflectiom of our world, When we look 1neo the
dead Tandds, that's the part we see. Thar's also the roart
from which they can fook at us

Undemearh thar, the Underworld has deeper lev-
els rhar you can't look o unless you acrually eo there.
Dron't think abour thar roo much. I vou can't get there
G your own, you heve a0 hsines: saing, A 11.|-_'|; o
Packwit |'-:l'mgud-:~ cilled] the H:l]jﬂf.ﬂ-l made rthe mis
take of bringing puestsalong, and, well, it just turned out
very damn bad tor them.

Anyhow, that deeper level holds the anclen
dead — the ones wha've been around a0 long that
thev've last all commection to the mortal world,
They're pretty tough.

That deeper level — it's called the Tempest —
wsed to hive some dey L'IH!'H.'{I ey [y 1, |1uj_:r: Cibes
of deall xouls, all pdine about their businezs, These
dead eities had a common social structure, all these
seheming polivical facrions, trade guilds, even o
fucking ram going between cities. But all rhar shir is
gone, by and large,

The reason all that structure went kahlooie is
something called a maelstrom. The Tempest usually
felt like the equivalent of o bad storm — winds strong
enough 1o pick you up, blinding rain, Black lighe-
ning...a had scene. A maelstrom 15 2 thousand rimes
worse, It's like having a toroade fighong with a
thunderstorm inside @ monsoon, -lnl-g. with romms of
broken glass imstead of water. I'm not entirely clear
what started rhis maelstrom, butf any of the wraithly
cines survived atall, they're isolared enough tharvou
don't need o worry abour them until the maelsorom
calms down.

A few necromuncers suspect the presence of an-
other level undernearh rhe .l.l.‘lhl'!t.‘ni. Mot ey of LS
claim o have gone there — prabiably less than a few
soore, i1 the sis cenpuries we've beeraround. Of those
explorers, muvbe one in L0 came back. Our of those,
muybe twocame back sane enoush tostick to one story
when describing whar they saw. They hoth elked
about "t dedadn,” which means “moze" or "labyring "
The dedalis may ke the body of a huge creature, or a
stracture ereited thy keep all of thar death-eherpy
caged, or a rrap so that the servants of complere
annihilation are stuck fighong one another instead of
chmbing up to the living world, Or it miav just be
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where some of the nastiest things in the known uni-
verse reside because flayed skin and walls of living shit
are thelt preferred décor

Anvhow, right now the sitution in the lamds of the
diead i roral chaos. That might seem nice for us, but it's
not, But to understand how serewed up the Underworld
{5, you need to meet the players.

Spirrri( WRATTHS)

When someone digs with onfinished business
und s oo damn srubbor to e di Wi s S5y, "fﬁhl
well,” the result is o spivitn. No one becomes o ghost
just for funzies: They always, .Jlfu.'u_'lrs have spme com-
pelling obsession strong enough ro tie them to the
mverti] world,

| gotrn think being @ ghost is potentially the most
frustroring existence in a world full of ‘em. You have

VALENTINISM

Puring one of the last maelstmoms, berween the
twir World Wars, a loyal ghoul named Valenting
della Passaglia died provecting hermistress, mocond-
ing 1o the few Giovanni who privately believe in
Vilentinet idess. Publicly, ke therest of the clan,
they call her a traitor. They say she was driven
insane by the Malkavians or pwed favors o the
Setites or was misled by the Lasombra or simply
fucked in the head by whatever mund-smashing
b frges crawl the chettos of the Underworld, Tradi-
tlonally, any diseusslon of Valentina della Passaglia
ends with threats, boasts of what a Kindred would
div 1o hers “I'd Bind her to her own femut and ass-
fuck the Pope with it," et cetera, et deter

This is becanse Valenting della Passaglin re-
rurned a4 a .1f1lﬁrn Friale | Lifﬁprrntrhr watrnEd l'u:r
family thar if they succeeded in calling the End-
less Night, their power over spirits would be lost,
not completed. Valentina insisted thatdestroving
the sudariowould leave the Giovanni ac the merey
of the very spirits they'd been ysing ind torment-
ing forcenturies.

This idea was mot popular, and it still 4sn't
However, more than one Giovanni vampire pri-
vately believes (or fears) thar she's right Nis
one's about to openly defy the angiant, bur then
again, the Ciovimni have never been known for
apernting openly.

Valentina's ghost hasn't been seen atonnd lior
decades. Mavbe sameane cavghit her and dealt wich
her Maybe she wis destroyed in o maelserom or by
onve of the Uniderworld's ather perils, Or maybe she
simply knows whot her fare’ will 'be if she has
comtact with het family.

this thing vou have to do, no maceer whint . but a lot
af the time you don't have any power w make it
happen, I'll give you ah example. Suppose you're a
ghost who's come back to, | don't know, make sune
yoursom finds his granddad’s hetrloom wach or some-
thing. Some ghosts can'rt juse say Yo, sub — look
under my mattress, next o all the porn® lnstead,
they're stuck, wanting to act but largely unable, They
wirch living people like we watch TV, You con yeell ae
em all you want, but it not going o make Ross ger
buck rogether with Rachel, you dig!

Soone thing about ghosts is they're all on a missiom
and feel very stronply about it. Remember that fucr,

Alse remember this one: Chosts e “sentimen-
tal" o rthe same way that you snd me "try ro avioid the
sun, " got it! All the stories about haunted paintings
and swords and houses are bused on tace, Ghosts are
tied to physical, inanimare things (the objects sre
called catene in ltalian, fetters in English ), While
that rhing is sale and sound, the ghost can hide in is
toregainstrengrh. [t rthar thing gets fucked, the phost
is equally fucked: This is dioubly true oo maelstrom,
but more pbout that lster.

The third rthing vou need 1o know abour wraiths
15 that they need emotions to survive. It's ke they're
frieesing to death and cerrain emotions are the only
fires that can wor 'em up. Theyflock ta thase "fires”
the way vou and | pooafter the Big Red Sweet. But
each ghost hag a specific frequency (or frequencies)
that gets his goar. One guy might be tied o love.
You'll find him always hanging around weddings ond
maternity wards, he has a blast on Valentine's Jay
anul gers pumped up at the local prom. Another guy
might hive sorrowas his bag, so he’s cruising funerals
and lurking around oncology wands.

With these rhree facts inomimd, you dhould b able
to dend with ooy wrsith you encounteér.

Among necromancers, we recognize two styles of
dealing with the dead. | don't mean styles. of pooually
duing the magie: you can probably find adozen sty les for
that. | mean you hive rwo ways to deal with ghosts once
your make contact.

Firse off, you camvuse the soft way, You want aghost
to follow somebody for you! Buy him off. Maybe you
prrchase e house he haones and make sure those kids
in the Mystery Mohile stay far away, Maybe you help bus
san find the fucking watch, Maybe he ges off on
grititude, so you start leaving hundred dollar tips ar
truck stops so e can warm up easy.

This works prerty well: There's a reason ghosts
spend so much effort trying to conracr the living. Ie's
real convenient for them to have someone on thas
side of the sudaro o ger stuff they can't pick up and
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o people who can't hear them: The dunger of
s bl if 0 glvost ac cmplishes his mission, ke

this
ah |F" :I-ll!.l-li."_ H | !:.l"“"ll :Hlll 1!'1]!1 (LA |':|"|!_:4'|' ]l..l".'l_- sOMmeanae
o do NOUT Lflrl'!. work.

Oin the other hand, you can work ghoses like s mean
motherfucker, I you have the slalls vou can sitnply
powned the shaeour of cheom. (Even though they don't
hivve 1 body to har arshit o drap: Cool, huh?) Bur even
with o mimimal knowledoe of the old Black Mamc, yon
tun make your will fele. Know your nestless pally i
attoched o s wedding ring? Thresten o mele it down
forr fillings, He wanis hisson o go o college ! Dominare
the kid into smoking his firse jay. Ghasts are just like
people when it comes o responding to threats: Most of
the time they cave it vou handle it nghe. Tust don't go
overboard, or (ke people Y they snap and come back at
yera with not much to lose. In facr, since ghosts are all
emotion; they may saap sooner muther thun laver any-

way, Also, don't forger thar they (unlike youl don's

sleep and huive ull the sunlit doy ro fuck vouover if they
'_i;:l.' H.|.L' WO T l'&bl..'L:'! l:h-;' l|i1f:

The I-"EL';L:L‘..=T danger of the hardeore APpranc by s el
aspiritowho sutfers too much frustration may tronstorm
inro aspettro. Every ghiet has that potentiol, ond ance
they make the chinnee they aren't going to pive o sha
abour the LZJLL the watch, the wedding fing ot anvibing
elae, All r|1u_":"-,'l.‘ going to care abot 8 putting your i
paid. Sownmeh i ooy

I find the best approach s a Jivdle soft and o L
lard. Don't help them complete their higher purpose,
bt primnise vou will, Help "em ger hooked on a feeling
—that usually doesn't cost yvoumuch, but if's waorth an
aveful Jot to them. Find theircarene for "sslekeeping” bu
e pmlviguenss aliond ic Tdeally, the ghost should see vou
gs aomeone too powerful to challenpe, who condo o o
for him if you're |;r1}"|,'".' — it can dva ot more o hem
i you'rve pissed. Trear them thie way your elders creat yon
an] you're probably on the rghit track

SvsTEMS: WiaT SpurmrrCan T o

Sterryrellers anid |'L|7n,|.'|L '.'.'|-\|'||||;4 EiY LS T .r|.-..-.;-”.
itdin lll'-‘iil' chironicles Iy Lise the 1'1.|H-.|'.-'|.'|:::_' -.-.||.:'.':|!Iq i
vampire Disciplines ro model the powers of phosts. This
e tn addition o rhe stnrdand abilities on AT P
Vampire: The Masquerade

Al spbries automatically hove Heighened Senses.
Chther common POWEDs arg the equivalent of the lower
levels of the Thaumaturgical path Movement of the
|"~'“!!l..l. |.]'c‘.ll'lll.'l::L.IE'l|.1|!'|.1'-"||.'i.-mI-nir Lon |1_, for transtormming
themselves aor other ghosts, however) and Chimersery,
at levels the Storyreller deems nppropriate o the par-
tleular wraith,

Uneommon powers include the Thaumarurmeal parh
Lore of Flames and Dementatiom ar Level Three or
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SpIT SLAves

A Giovanni with the Spirt Slaves Back-
ground (see p. 67) starts play with one or more
epitits alrendy domg her bidding. Thenumber of
spirits and their power depend on how many dots
the character has in the Background.

Each individual spirdt coss one dot. Waichs'
skills nnd attributes mre built using the pules for
neonate vamploes; bt with no additional Disci-
plines (except as described below), Backgrounds o
frechie points. Each starts wich a Passion Paol of 5.
Lvery spirit sutomsatically has Avspex | and one
dioe in another common power. Spending another
Bockground dot on o spirit can give it an uncom-
MmN power (O one COmmeon powes ie uicommaon
leviels). Spending pwodors on aspitie con give dtrre
levels of power,

Example: Brent chooges 1o have three dors in the
Spivit Slaves Backgpound, That means he could have
three sprivies doing s ididing, each with Asspex | amd
one other commion fower.. Allermatively, he could
choose 1 have two sevvants —d weak one and ohe who
alsn possesses an wuncommon fower. Finally, he could
chunse 1 have a single servant with o save power, oy
“-"”'r{ VLA RGO [OMLETS,

ligher (sone spivin con possess Dementation 3 without
learring the first two levels). High Auspex s also imeom-
mr Cihases can also galn the fourth level of Dominate
without having the three previous Jevels, bt this shility
e rare as well. One uncommon power with no Discipline
cquivalent is known as embodiment: It allows rhe ghaost
tes become physically solid. Dotnz so costs twi polnes
frum the Passion pool, and lasts for one scene.

The truly rmre powers are high level (3+) Lure of
Flamies or Movement of the Mind,

SpETTRI(SPECTRES)

Sprvien pre basically human souls with unfinished
business. Spertri are something else alrogether. They are
destruction incamate — not in the sense of blowing shit
up, but inthe sense aof the fine, dry ash tha's lelt after
everything's blown up. They're entropy, plus intellect.
They stamd for ubsolure silence, ohlivion, the cessation
of all movemenrt everywhere.

The difference between spettr and sbiviti tsn't supet-
ficiul and philosophical like the Comarilla/ Sabbat
thing. They are as different as o caterpitlar and a
butredly, Unfortunately, on the sutface it 1 very, very
difficulr o rell chem apare.

Spettrihave their emotional gas stations ke spin do,
butit's always something negative, destructive — some-
thune thar teard down witdiou building up. They dre

single-minded: Their ultimote goal i alwoys torip thines
ppirt, to wear down anything that's been buile, to enase,
dissolve and forger. Reduce everything to the absolure
nething they embody. Yeah, it's pretty fucked-up shit

[t's. possible 1o do the whole pimp slap “'m your
daddy now, bitch” routine onaspettra, but don't expect
the long-termobedience you can squeese out of aspinto,
Youmayehimk vou've gorone broke rosaddle, but itvou
ey it's probably fooling you. They can be clever. They
citn antictpate und innovate — these aren't just the
howling ghost cquivalent of n mad-dog Gangrel. They're
even capable of building and crearing things il they
think that in the long run thar will help them eradicare.
You can compel speter tor short times with Necros
mancy, but vou can't make rhem pavchologicul slaves,
['ve never broken one. The Premascines, mavhe they
have. Auvgustus... probably, But if he has, he ain't
talkirgr mbout

Understand that spettri have been sucked down
fnd consumed by entides of unimaginable power —
things that aren’t human and never were, Thise be-
irigs... the spiviti equivalent of anclent Kindred...
never existed in a sense you or 1 would underseand.
They're the opposite of existence. The only things
they have in common with “being” are will, mrelli-
pence and power. Lot of power.

| kaow, it doesn’t seem o make much sense. Just
believe me, they're down there in il dedalis, (kay? Lot of
people don't belieye in vampires, either,

WHICH ONE s Bertes ¢

Many neophyte Necromancers wonder
which variery of ghost makes for a herrer ser-
vant: The reasonable (bur sometimes
wishy-wushy) spivito 0 the powerful (ht Bacl
o control) spettre? The answer depends on ¢ir-
cumstances, Machiavellian types tend 1o use
hoth — spetiri for thug-work and spiniv for more
delicare rasks. Kindred without the patience fur
all that plotting and manipulation prefér spoii
who can simply be bullled into obedience. The
very few Necromaticers who feel sympathy fun
the dead tend ro prefee spivied as well: Afrer all,
l']'h"frtr mUL'I'l L'L'“El CLHMPHETY .

In terms of power, a newly dead spero is
probably more dangerous than a newly dead spini,
both to its summoner and o her enemies. A spivio
that survives for decades cin become puwurﬁal
indead, however, whereas very few shetiro seem to
last more than five years before being tomm apart by
the very negation they serve. Needless to say; o
sprivito that's been around for a hundred years isa lot
harder to caompel by foree...

Crampoog: G
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'“a-j"nl'”-" have been 1':|l_',L:|IL'|| sl rertinde |-':r thiese
ghostly archfiends. They've been eaten whole and shut
out changed by embodied nonexistence, Do vou really
think there's anything vou can do to put wseare i one !

Uhve ocher ching you showld know abour sperers i
thar rhey're in constant contace wich one another.
It's like every specro s hooked up o all the other
spettrr om cell phones 24 hours a day. So if ane's in
tromible; the achers may show up to save
tis fuele him in the ass. What, you thought the em

bodimenss ol ENErOpTy cooperies !

hisass... o

.':".-Illu 1 8IVITE wia ...Ill._JL. |_I,| TV COTLENCT ) l||_'_'-:| 1,\1|:||
spetire 0, cortainly not. They're the active principle of
destruction. We have low of peaple we'd like erased
Thovfeed aff rerror. We terrify by feeding. Berween us
wd theny, | seed lar of spportunities for a kind of “your
L synerey, see ! Juscdon 't
t that with a spettra, 16s adways using you as much

45 VO TE using i1,

SystEMs: Wihat SprrrrrCan o

As creatures of destruction, its more common fo
|||.'l.".'1'! tor haave Prwers ith i l.llll';,;\_ﬂ“' |J||_ T||.4|1_-|]|.;-|| urEy
Paihs Modement aif the Mind prd ].l.|I;L' l:f]’]'_[:hun ‘:'-..m
simetlar sprrien powers. Because speryi are

the antithess:
olexistence, however, it harder for them w operate in

the world of the living: Al sffors mude by them o

influence the mortal world are ar +| diffioulty, They
lser commonly possess o hughly limired form of Pres-
ence. Instead of makme themselves more irtractive,
however, they ars only able to noke actions thir feed
et POSSIHYS MOre ArTrciive they make themiselves
more horrible, olbei l.-i"l'lﬂ'l"','”“f,l_!_;'n; g0,

Uitherwise speter have the same power profile s
sprin, Tt the Passion ool for spetirt is 7. e to their

rarity, however, buving o shettio with the _"~|-|| it Shyves

|":I-."l~;!..tl'a'-u!hr comts an ddition) it

Tre RiseN

Thie bad reves is, the Tisen can kick o ase, The
worse news 15, theres o lot more of “em around in the
modermn nighes than there ose to be

A Risen is halfway berween a spettro and o spenes,
and pissed eniough w claw right through i coffin, Like
spiritd, they are goal-orented. IF you're stupid or un-
hacky, yonr smehe find vourseld sending between one
and s goal. I you're reatty unducky, you might be it
wotl, B =0y, mice konowing yi.

Someof ‘emedon’t handle stickine thesrsouls back in
arotted bratn very well, and thise are the soumd, apmiess,
mast common type of R isen, like the zimbu some Necro
TIRETIRER SRR SATTAITR AL, _:”'tl'_' TATE ONCS 300 JLUAT S ST 0§
they were o life. Those are the real mouble bovs
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Worst af all, standard Mecromancy doesn’t wiork
on them nearly as well. The Bone Path has some
effect, butnorhing spectacular unless you really know
what you're doing, The standard compulsion shtick
dues oot werk ar all

[t o v real nice to Diego, or his buddy Paalo, they
might lend you o devil stick or tench you some rituals
that can help a little. But frankly, if you hove a problem
with the walking dead, you need a iot of help.

SHAMNBLER

This 15 w mostly bramless walking, roting corpse
with s one rrack mind, such asa rombay creased throueh
Necromancy or a dull-witted ghost animating & dead
tuxly, Ir'scapable only of fairly simple actions. Since the
sparie-storm began, shamblers have even been popping
up in groupsof three co five — and sometimes many,
i-|-|i|T|1_- e

Attributes: Strenpeh 3, Dexterity 2, Stmina 6,
Charsma O, Mampulation O, Appearance 0, Percep-
mon 2, Intellgence 1, Wits 1

Abilivies: Brawl 2, Intimidation 3

Willpower: 4

Equivalent Chsciplines: Fortirude 3

Nore thar mental Disciplines work on only the
mimt aware of these crpatures. Most shamblers aee
unaffected by menral Disciplines — or, indeed, any
mentil coercion — at all. Shomblers do nor suffer any
penalties due t wounds,

Passion Pool: 1, if any

MET Statistics: nine Fhysienl Traiis, sero Sociul
Trndts, four Meneal Teaues. Brenol, Intnnidetion 23, Equiva-
lent of Fortinede isciplines Endurance, Merttle | Resiltinee
Immune to Dementanom, Dominate and Presence, as wel
as Serpentis: Eves of the Sevpent and Auspex: Telepathy,
Shamblers have a normal health level rrack bur do not
suffer any penualties due to wounds.

Trur Bisen

These are Individuwals with unshalkeable poals
often complex pnes requiring planning and many steps.
They are nor wolernt of snyone whao gets i ther wiy

Armbutes: Strength 3, Dlextenity 3, Stamuma 4,
Chansma 2, Manipulation 2, Appearance 2, Pereep:
tion 3, Inrellicence 7, Wirs 3

Albilitles: Academics |, Alermess 3, Brawl 2, Drive
L, Empathy 2, Intimidacion 3, Investigation 2, Melde I,
Stenlth 2, Streetwise 1, Subterfiuge 3

Willpower: 5 Passion Pool: 8

Bouivalent Disciplines: Obfuscate 2, Celerity 2, Fo
tenee 2, Fortitude 2. Risen hoave 10 health lovels amd con
heal alevel of damage per turn by spending a Fassion point
They sufter no dice-pool penalties from wounds, unless
those wonmds are aggrovated, in which cose, they begm w
suffer penaltics ae thetr fourth health level of damoge, In
other warda, assume that i the case of mperavated dumuge,
oo Boasen has anoddinenal three Brused health levels

MET Statistics: See Oblivion for live-action
stats of Risen.

LisivGg NecROMANCY ONTHE Bisen
The only Necromantic parh thar has any effect on the Risen is the Boné Path. Using Tremens allows the
necromancer to inhibic the Risen's acrions: Foreach success molled wsing Tremens, the Risen loses ane success

off its nexe acrion.

Apprentice’s Brooms is more effective, as this power overlays the Risen's command of 1ts own body wath
¥

aseparate set of impulses: The Risen's will s prumary, but when it's notconseiously divecting its limbs, they fall
back on the necromancer'sorders. In practical terms, nny Risen affected by Apprentice’s Brooms b ane dic
froen every dice pool unttl the end of the scene.

The other Bone Path pawers that have any effect on Risen are Soul Stealing and Daemsnie Possession: Saul
Stealingrips the Risen'ssoul from the body and sends thespirit portion back to the Underwoerld, Risen can résist
Soul Stealing Hke s mortal victim, and they can return if the Kindred st smsre enough'to destroy the vicated
corpae imimedintely,

Ditemonic Possession puts another soul in conflice with thie body'sposessor— aconflict foughi in the body
that literally wears it apart. The accacking player rolls Intelligence + Qecult against a difficuley of 6. For each
success willed, the Risen rakes a level of aggravated damage that is snaksible if the Risen has the equivalent of
Fortitude. In no event, however, can 2 tew soul take control of the Risen's body.

MET Necromancy and Risen: A necromincer can affecy Risen with Bone Necromeney only with o
successtul Socinl Challenge. Ustng Tremens causes the Risen ra subfer a one-Trait cesolution penalty on s next
action. Using Apprentice’s Brooms causes the Risen to suffer a one- T biddimy penaly on its pext action (it
must sk anoadditional Trait), Sewl Stealing functions nermally, sending the Risen's soul hack o the
Underworld, Dasmonie Possession causes ome health level of aggravated damage cach time it's successfilly
irviked against the Risen in question.
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THEeE MAFLSTROM

Up until very recently, the Underworld was pre-
dictable — ar least, it was i ios broad autlines You had
the spiriti in the Shadowlands: or their cities in the
depths beyond the Shroud. You had the spetri in the
dedaln, the “ses” of the Underworld, and sometimes
serewing around m rthe Shadowlands ae well. It wus
pretty stahle. We had contacts onall the levels, though
alot more i the Shadowlands than in thededalo, narch.
Dheals were made. Things got done.

Now, oll that's turned o shit. No one seems real
sure what happened. 1've heand thar the sperer hud been
miassing for analloue assaulton the dead elries since the
end of Wooeld W L 've Freard thist Bangladesh| death-
o-ramn had hardcore mystic repercussions thay
simultaneously crowded the Underwordd, wit) fresh
spentri and started the mother of all storms. 1've even
heard that the ghost of a nuke gor used on the ghost of
a city, und that the explosion blew apart pretiy nuich
everything the spivin have been building since tmie
began. It doemn't really mateer.

What marters bs, the End Times are here. If this
most recent storm s anything ke the Last two we saw
(ene for each Work] War), it's gonna be around uneil
the end of the world....

(e thing it's done 15 weaken: the sidario, the
barrier between our world and thers. Sounds grear,
doesn'e it! Should be easier for the ghosties to show up
and o ehelr stuff. Should be easter to punch 'emaround,
Figes =— plihit?

Well; half nght. Ir's sure casier to pull then in. But
it's a dimn sight harder o conrmol them, T guess dhat
working inour world is usually a real chore forspiriti, and
the effort of just being here made them weaker and
enster to conrrol. Now that the sudario is thinner, they
can expend more of their efforr and concentration on
tellirgz us toduck off Or maybe it's jost Darwin in setion:
The ghists who can keep it togecher in o moelstrom are
the tough bastards whio alwavsaere border toden! with
— bur whe usually stayed away from us:

tant. Thelr anchore to the living world are like our
havens — thar's where spiritf go to rest up after getting
their asses kicked. Narurally, Kaving o shelter like that
Is crueial when rhe weather is killing bad. Take liold of
aspirit'scatene shd you've got areal threar overits head.
Deestroy it and that phest's gonna be hurting,

The other weird-ass thing about the maelstrom s
that o bunch of spirits have .-1p|_1gu-q:nt|vﬁr been blasted
nght ino our world, willy-nilly, all over the globe.
That didn't happen hetore — which kind of supports
the theory that the maelstrom started on the other

i

side this time, instead of belng o reflecrion of wht
happened in the living world. Appurently whar hap-
pens 1s, these spirits: are thrown ¢lear oot of the
Shadowlands ond kind of glom on to whatever (o
whoever) they hir first on this side of the divide.
Semetimes i person, place or thing will find a pack of
ghosts atrached to itself. These aren't spirits with 4
connection rom lite: It's noc like French nobles
urking around the guillotine or soldiers hauntng
Ciertyshurg. It's more like some tesny-hopper with
mall hair wakes up one day and there's two ghoses
trom fuckin' Namibaa wrtached o her who are poing
tor be powerfully screwed if something bad happens ro
her, Tt doesn't even have to be o person: We bought
i gasstarion in New Zealand that had nt least 20spiriti
suddenly latched oo ir,

The ghosts who pot blusted back through tend to be
the newly dead, so they're weak. I you cun find one of
these muleple feteers — Veronigue calls them “buffers”
— you're-in gravy if you kandle i right: It your masic
ticker ro scared, nuive ghosts who'll do anything 1o
protect it. On the other hand, that "agything” includes
MESsIngE with vou it I'.E'u_"',? decide you're [ widing more
danger tw their ferter than yoi're preventing.

As for actually going through the sudamo, that's
casterto donow, but also o whole lot s upider. The lands
of the dead were always prerty damn dungerous, even
when things wete comparatively colm. Now they're o
war zone, and not in the good “lots of dying soldiers 1o
feed on” way, but the bad "lots of things can kil yeou and
want to" way,

Naturally, these sudden changes took us by surprise
| personally know of at least five of us who were on the
other side when the shit hit the fan. None have come
hack, and | don't expect thut they will. | know another
dezen ol us who were taken by surprise when their nites
started calling more ghoss whio wers haeder to control.
That cost us another five gopd peaple, and it's going to
take & while for poor Nicola to ger bock to normal

It was a whole lot worse for our servants and allies
on the other side. I'd goess that s flat half of them are just
permanently gone, Of the spiriti we retmned, many of
them transtormed into sperer pfter the trmumea, 5o the
dren’t even trustworthy anymore. On top of all that, a
lot of our old “associates” on the other side are takmg
advantage of ehe weak sudanio o even up some old
seorgs. S0 warch your back,

One picce of pood news (land of) s that none of the
other Kindred clans seem 1o have figured our that our
legnons of ghost servants gor trashed overnielr In Fact,
in some cities where the Shroud got pacticularly cthin,
the local Kindred think it%s something wie did and thut
we re more powettul now. As faras I'm concerned, they
con keep thinking thar as lone as they want.

Cranmrra Tves T Ruims s e Fanainy
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The maelstrom s mostly o costs, don't fool veur-
self about thut. But it's also an opportunity, Cilling
rhosts is casier, even if conmolling them s harder
That just means you have to be more of o polivician
und less of o strongman. The Sabbat and Camarilla
and the rest of them may think that we just did
something huge that broughe all these new ghoses
into the warld, Hyouplay them righe, they 'l fear you

wnd keep away, If you play them wrong

g, they'll fear

you and try to burmn you into ash.

Busr of luck

THe MAFLSTROM
AND NIGRIMANCY

The weukening of the barrier hetween the realms
';-'l ]Tl'.ll!.ll.‘ -Il:ﬂul I!lL‘ ll‘f‘.ll! I1H'| Illfwk'lllll fET]I'I]LLH!HH'\-
for practitioners of Necromancy, Some tasks are
casier. Others are more Jangerous, Some are both ot
the same rime.

Storyrellers who wish to incorporate the ¢hongees in
MNecromumey wrought by the mwelstim am use che
following guidelines On the other hand, it's also pos-
sible that individual Storyrellers may err on the side of
?ir11|1iltlllp' anad JUEt s the riles in the main hook,
unchianged, Thar's fne wse B for those whi warit
TI-.||.-.'|-||. l]i'fl‘ are I|-|.|.I.' i |h“|ﬂ_‘{"|. |||t|!, l1'I|| [-':H..I‘-I

THESEpULCHRETIATH

** Summon Soul

All dithiculties tor this power decrease by one. Onia
botch, however, it quire likely that multiple spectres
shew up, Even on wosimple foilure, aospecire may wel
notice and make mrouble for the chamcter, ar the
Storytellersdiscretion, Use this lase situarion sparingly,
however, Storytellers, for if every failure attracred rhe
arrennon of spectres; few Cliovann would survive
practice ther Black Arns.

MET System: You pain a one-Trit resolution
banis an challenges to Supmmim Soal, 15 you fall o
chullenge with this power, though, and the difficulty i
double Your correnl Socanl Triit tllf,ili. FOU Can b
‘.1\-‘:|‘|.-'i.l.]; ll'.lr".'“ I.'u"'l‘.' r]'ll." ll'-'l‘.'l.i'”l.]. R l,'l[I "lﬂ_"q'{.'“ll\-]’"_"l_‘[{'_"
show up (Mseveral” is defined by the Storyreller's mood
at the time).

see Compel Soul

A player's dice pool to compel the soul after sum-
moning decreases |""; ane die

MET System: All Compel Soul tests suffer 0 one
Trair resolution penalty.

THe Bowxe DAt

== Apprentice's Brooms

On o botch, the necromancer has accidentally
crented o shambler, a8 desoribed on p. 56. 1r attacks the

necromaneer imedacely. 17 ccan reach her, iz sware
trashine anyrhing ir can ger its rorring hands on,

MET System: Mazake a simple test twin or nie)
each rime you invoke Apprentice's Brooms (retes
with Clecult or J'_humtr:ill!ug'}'}. Il‘vg.-nu lose {and lose the
retest, it any), the created creature 15 o shombler not
under vour compulsion.

s oo Shambling Hordes

O 3 botely, the shambling hordes arenck the nec-
wiriancer instead of following orders,

MET System: Make n simple test (win or tie)
cach time you myoke Shambling Hovdes (retest with
Oecule or Thimatslomy). IF you lose (and lose the
retest, it any), the creared erearure 15 a shambler not
unider your compulsion.

seee Soyl Stealing

Due to the mrerference of the maelstrom, the
difficutey for the Kindred making the conressed Will-
power roll risesto 7, while the vienim's ditficuley seays
at 6. It the victim's soul is evicred, however, irs playes
must moke o Willpower roll sgainse difficulty 8 for
every hour thar ic's exiled from ies body. BEuch failed
roll resuls o permanent demmgement ance
returns to its bedy. If the viceim s a player’s charae-
ter, the Starveeller may opt o ollow her o spend a
point of permanent Willpower oo voldd acguirme
new derarpements,

MET Svstem: The target of Si il SJ.'_H:Jerg i o
one Tt resolution bonusagaimst the iecromancer, so
b careful unlessvou have o serfedt of Social Traits For
el howr! seene thue a soul is foreed from ies body, i
must expend one Willpower Trair or else it gains oo
permanent derangement, Onee it runs out of normal
Willperwer Traits (if it bothers o resist), it loses one
perminent Willpower Trait (althoush this event pre-
VERES poquisition af any detancéments).

THeEASHPDATH

All Asly Path powers ure made with one die fewes
11 |.E|.|." MECTUNTIANROED = '.||.|.L ['":".'l. -J.-l.I.J.' "“l'l.l' EXLCLLarg I8
Shrond |'x-"|.'|=.r,|;'r'!,

MET Swstem: Whenever yon muke s vt thar pierces
the Shiroud i some winy with the fimst thrie levels of the Adh
Paeh Lauch s tryving o spot something with Shrosdsiche o
punchung sme shost whille usioe Dead Pliowd), yong sudfer o
o= Tt s lurhon peaaloy, Thie costs for the powers them
gehves remitn unchanged

swew By Nihilo

Thie maetstrom's ntensity ebbs and Hlows, Durmez a
citlim pErics [, whien orher Shadowlands imbabirsnes suif-
fer modernte damage from the Tving debas, 0 Kindred
Ex Mihilo rakes no l.'l:iil'lHiEfL"'. But s the maelsteom
becomes more powertul, ic'squite likely to deal ouratew
dice of lethal (or apuravared, ar the Storvreller's discre.
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ton) damage each scene if the vampire isn’t in o
protected structure (thess lictle peaks of power happen
maybe once ar twice each night evervihere). This kind
ot inerease in intensity canclimb all the way up the scale
to |8 dice of lerhal damage per scene as the Storyreller
dictates the intensity of the storm, but that's rare and
anly at sites of incredible focus. The odds are strongly
against thist kind of intensity at the vampire's location:
Sull, it can happen.

MET System: Uiencrally, while traveling Fx Nifilo
yous suffer one level of lethal damage per hour/ scene,
unless you win or tie s Simple Test

THEVIITRFOLUY [ParH

Rerlls for the first three powersof the Vitreous Path
[E"..‘-L’-'- of the Dead, Hour of Dearh and Soul ]qu!:_-l:mt'nz}
are made ut +1 difficulty, The two latter powers (Breath
of Thanates and Soul Feasting) have rtheir difficulty
lowered t"!.' L

SpriT MANIpULATION [ THAUMATURGY)

Powers of this pach are unaflecred. The demons of
the spirit world seern o be mdically diffesent from the
ghosts lingenng beyond the Shrowd,

EvervoNe BuTt
UsIsStupm

It's sadl, but true. You'd think rhar wirth a dozen
other clans and fuck-omly-knows-how-many more blood-
lines, at leust someane i there woukd have a clue. No
such luck. Some of these other stiffs have a chance of
putting the whole “T'm not dead and parts of it sren't 5o
" thing together, but most of them miss it by o mile.
Don't get me wrong — 1'd love to see the sun again and
not worry about catching fire every time my daughrer
lights & cigarerte — but Caine gave his awful childer n
few gifts to case theirendless nightsof damnation. Since
most of these Licks would rather pityduck themselves
forever, thowgh, and even the ones who realize the
porential waste it serting ench other on fire and cutting
aff their sires’ heads, it's almosr mooe.

Ir's lonely, sitving at the Giovanni table. But its a
tolerable loneliness.

TheCaMmaRm LA

Accorr siays:

D't ger me wrong: | like the Camarilla guys, in
thie way thar you like the guy who puts gas in vour car
and s always trying to talk to you about business
opportunities. They're a little annoying, md they're
unclear on the whole “vamplre" concept (“Ooouh,
don’veall s thae! We e Kindred! "), but other than that
the only thing ['eor against 'em is their success,

| suppose “Let’s not ger caught!” {s simple enough
thit even the Malkavians can follow the b imcing bl
i they weren't such pansies about lenving feedbes
alive, | might be rempred to go through the basine
process and learn the seerer handshake (or whateves
you do to ger in the club ) Suill, 'meglad [ don't have 1o
spend my nights bending knee 1o <ome creaky “prinee”
who sperds his time bitching about whar shitry ideas
democracy und free enterprise are. Welcome to the
New Age, Viad,

They've been poing toe 1o 1oe with the Sobbat
larely, which is fine with me. Les the vwo big vacht clubs
fight. Every time rhey go for guts and gars, mare domuims
g0 up for grabs. The real winner in this conflict 1s gomg
to be rhe independent clan that can make the mos
gains while the Big Two pound on each other. 11 it
wasn't for the maelstrom, thar would be us, poddamn ir.

[ e sirys

As galling as their bullying and pretensions are
in the short term, the Comarilln exists for one
purpose only, and it 1& reactionary. They exist Lo
:"{1T'II..'I.’!.'|1 t|:‘n_’ exlarence of our l-'.unl, and man ¥ OyOeHIng
Chiovanni are shocked at how easy it is to quict the
Camarilla by holding them to their own Masquer:
ade standards. And ultimately, the Masquerade js o
good idea — for now,

To placare the Camurilla, it is only necessary 1o
pl.‘l‘g,i ro t‘i‘l-:l:l']'lrl:t;utt-.lcl..-l ioris and vo LT thisse frgets
of our operations with which they are familiar. They
know that we have o eerrain faeility with the Jdead.
They know thit we are great financiers. They dono,
however, know of our plans for the Endlew Night. |f
they knew, they would tlse i one and wipt us off the
face of the Earth,

We must concentme on maintaining the fiction
that money isour goal, and Necromaney only our means
to that end, They understand avance. IFthey think we
are mere moneygerabbers, they will assume thor we e as
devored w mainraining the stans qua as they ure. In
that case, they will be contenttoplay therr silly polineal
games against us, they will sneer and smirk when they
count coup in some inane, rmmsitory business deal, ond
they will be taken wholly by surprise when the sudanio
f@lls anid they become our servants.

Tue Sannat

JES.‘I“?‘ HJ:'HI

Alllcansay (s... whart the hell? Didn't these guys ger
enough kinky BUSM bullshit when they still had work-
ihg penises!

Okay. sure, there's all that noise nhout stopping
Antediluvians (whe no one's scen since Abraham
was it pup) and abour getring in touch with Troe
Vampire Nature and how it's a real fellowship, blah

Chnres T b Riss i v Fanau




blal blah. 1f you shut your cars and check what they
doy it botls down o, one, everyone blood bonds
cveryone ele and two, mortals eor the Terminal
Puncture. O, and three: Let's break swaff, 1'm ool
with number two, bur | draw the line at adoring
everyone | hang around with, If T work with someone,
[ don't wannn have mandatory affection roo.

[egu says:

Irv its own o way, the Sabbat i as stuffy and conserva-
tHve as che Camart lne P \1-'|||:'Tr.' |||r: {:iilll:lrlli:l |;un|-:,li
disens at the teeming masses of humanity and whispers
“What if rthey rise up and ¢rush us!™ the Sabbar locks
fearfully up toward the Anrediluvian blood gods and
whispers “What if they fall upon u"

Just as | appreciare the Camarilla's admirable job of
keeping the mortals from becoming rroublesome, | also
APpprectinte the Sahbat's efforts mo prevent more Ravoos
unpleasantness. Like the Democrats and Republicans of
America, the Camarilla ond the Sabbat aoreconolmost
everything and are therefore constantly casting about
for tsues on which they can contend. Bemg Kindred; of
course, the most commaon issue is simply naked power.

It one taction abselurely bad o numph, 1 sup-
pose D would prefer Sabhat hell to Camarilla purgatory,
Feeding wounld be simpler and no doube they would
|.l'|.|.|l"|.'! GRS Ehl'l.'-il_.ﬂ ||!-|-C_'!-|,|_r E'{.!'l'u.‘i’_'t-‘i_‘-rl l *IJ';I."'L:C[ |_|_"“_'JI
“Mew Uropia” of Kindred masters nmd Buman sloves
is not feasible in practice. Perhape thirty vr forty
thousand Kindred exist worldwide —if thar. And the
Sabbar expeces o enslave billions;, who hbve re:
course to tonks, tlamesthrwers and (lervsnot fonmen)
the sun!

Fortunarely, the Camarilla has taker it upon itself
tor rebn b the enthusiasm of the Sabbat.

O the global level, the Sabbot and ourselves have
an unstated policy of mutual dismrerest. They have
made the eror of igroring us om the persorisl stage as
well, but | see no reason to follow their foalish lead.
They're not a very fit tool, but if one relucrantly admins
tera low Jevel “pack” thor the Setites are trylng 1o rouse
thelr Antédiluvian, the Sablar can be made 1o pluck
the serpents’ fangs. Naturally, they require lirtle proxd-
ding to sampoge apsinst the Camarilln as well, Bur be
very cireful when i comes to manipulating them: Thelr
constant blood sharing makes chem unstable and lrenzy-
prme, ind their ferishistic philosophies di litde w
inspire seli-contnal,

ASSAMITES

Accorri ways

“To the warkman shall go his wages." That's our of
the Bible. Now that | think of it, most Assamites would
probubly wipe thesr noses with the Bible, if they still had
st fo Blows Anvhow, the Assamires uged to be useful,

relinhle sipy. A litele ppright amd humorless, burwhat do
you expect from & hired gun?

Like the best assassins, they'te more steaky than
tongh Ina steadght Aght, 1 figare your averaoe Brojah
biker punk could rake one precy guick. O conrse, ['ve
TEVET inmy lifie or unlife seen such s thing as 2 "seralghe
fight" where Kindoed ane concerned, Hell, P've never
seen 1 “sreaighr fight)” period.

Lately, they've been pomg urtoely bacshic op
amvane ey think they can fuck with, Thar menns
you and me in partculor, sinee we don't have the
strengrh of numbers Like the big bad Camarilla or
Sabhat, They tend o think they can pick lone
Gilovernn off without repercissions, which is why we
have to keep the pressure an them. [f you make your
haven in a town wich 2 Tremere chantey, you can
mutke this o win-win option by selling the Tremere
mnformation about the Assamites
decide to-do 1t theother way around

You have three advaneages over Assamiress You
ot money, vou got ghosts and vou ot self-control
The gses of money ore oheious. Glosts are good for
u]JL];L[!HJ_'. TN TR R ATHIRTETAN 1'-.|||;:._1.||lll. .-J:;‘.lr'l:lr.l il dirmg-
tion, Thecannibals are pust immstess ot sneak g uround
by might, but in the dayrime they gor jack shit, s you
Bave the edge there. Finally, keep in mind that cheir
drinking problem maked ours look like a walk in the
porde TEyon com interrupt their fieding often etioueh
(veranother pood use for ghostsd, von cartchoek some
Camarillaor Sabbat necnote m front of 'emm and warch
the dinbilerie fy. Once they've dore thar, you can pass
off the details voerher big seer and make the Assamime
their problem

I Mg Sctvs:

I'm frankly surprised thar the blood curse |asred as
long as it did. As 1 predicred, the "mabogement” m
Turkey let ishigher-generution sculawigs off the leash
avsoon an the curse fiked. For all cheir talk of horer and
sulidarivy, their ellers e non eager o be surrounded by
childer with an addicrion o Amarant,

The Asiamites dislike us, bur actlvely despise the
Tremere und often (by sssociaton) the YVemtrue, The
Wentrue are wieful 1o us, and the Tremere envy then
place: Therefore, it is best farus to direer the dishike of
the Asamitesagiins the Tremere toprotece the Venme
(el ourseives) as much as possible

if you don't

| predict great success for the Assamites — i the
shor rerm. However, thelt structure s notstrong enoueh
to contain o number of dangerous, tmained killers w
whorn the taste of elder blood 15 completely iresistible
The elders will need o keep the neonates ur ever:
inereasing distanee for their own sofery; which will
C“H]L‘ r]‘l'”’ :Ill’l:"i.ﬂ.i'r' 'I.'f't'il.l'll,."l‘ll.‘.ll .|:I|I,'||.H||l':f. | |'F|‘I|ll.'l ]
mjorerack o therr fosde wirhin rwo vears,

Consmron: Qrvanne

&0




Bringan

Ao says:

All pain, no gain, All guts, oo braln,

Diggo says:

Chiven the Gangrel delection, the Brujah's pesition
withinthe Camuarilla issmrengrhened considerably, This
t5 just a5 well: 1 suspect that Brajah brurishness is just
what the Camarilla neads ro fight off the Sabhat.

What few Brujah realize s thar without the
atructure of the Camarilla, they would have nothing
to rebel aganst and would {consequently) have o
start doing something instead of simply cuiling againse
their betters.

(FANGRE]

Accorr says:

Just as the Sabbat sturts to get uppity, the Gangrel
decide o bite the hand thar feeds them. Beautiful. Hey
rhere, Kindred-Formerly-Known-As-Trince! Wannn
hire out some ghasts for recon! | gor 8 two-er-one
'\EH‘I."H! HU[II'.’

It I ger everyrhing | want for Christnas, these guvs
will become "Kindred society's” new guns for hire,
While Assamites cun be nice for crackine out hammer-
heads holed up in a city haven, ir loaks to me like the
Cangrel might be a licrle berrer for running down
problems who decide to Guit town. Sorr of 2 “hit man
versus bounty hunter” setup. The sane Assamites you
can sl count on would sure be easier to hingple with if
they had sernous competinon i their niche. Ie's good for
the marker, you know.

I don't know if that's real likely though. The
Assamites; wharever their other flaws, are rightly
knit, while the Gungrel ad o elon gre just o borched
verston of Tarman Meets Dracula. On an individual
level, I'm sure thees sre lors of them who are going o
fitid thut unlife outside the Camarilla can ke cold and
lonesome, especially when the Sabbat stures o serrle
some seates. Those lonesame strangers are going to
be pretty vulnerable and probably more open to
dealing with folks from another “oursider clan.” 1t
doesn't hurr that many of them have aever seen a
real, live hundred dollare bill, either.

Lhems says:

The Gangrel defecrion merits a greut deal of atten-
tion. Oh, | don't mean that the Gangrel are poing to have
much impactenourplans: Isuspect they're gaing tosuffer
greatly from the attentions of the Lupines, if not morral
huntery, Other independent clans have hierarchies or
swaterns by which they acknowledee their elders w gain
the serength of imity. (Oh, except for the Ravnios. How
could | ever forger the Ravnos!) The Ciangrel, licking
same, can look forwand to o steady artrition from their
well-organized and numerous enemies.

While the Gungrel sre of little use ro aur clan
— | suppose they conld bhe used for standard
Puranesca scut work — the Camarills must be
feeling weal and nervous mow that one of their rwo
violence specialists hasscampered off, 1f the Brujah
ever take their feer ot of their micuths long enough
to walk away, the Venrrue might have to start
doing their own dirty work

It is therctore desirable ro make things easier for the
Llangrel, for a time. They must survive long enough to
make things parndful for the Camanlli. After that, they
can sink or floar on thew own, but if they are hurt roo
badly, too quickly, they'll run back 1o their old masters
with their tails between ther legs:

Any aid should (or course) be given without visk, 1§
possible, they should not know who is helping them, or
even that they have been helped. If heing obvious is
unavoidable, proper care should be taken o make the
recipient feel indebred.

LasoMmpara

Accorrt savs:

The Lasombra must have really been some-
thing, once upon a rime. Actually, they're still
somerhing tonight, Te's juse that dhey'te something
latgely anachronistic and irrelevant. Back in the
Dark Ages you could ger away with the brooding,
uppity, droir de seimewr routine, But [ don't care how
siart, cough and ruthless vou ire, no one 10 the 2] s
century i golng to acknowlédge o fucking king,
pspecially some whacked-out freak who peoclaims
himsell the dread, dark Tord,

See, the Lusombra (like many strong, capuble
T JI"]'-"':I don’'t know how to lene. They nin't used to e So
whent IllL—"r"r:’ gl From ~1‘.|‘En|;Th Tr:-.ﬂn_-n;':th. EET ol ol
their WLy, because f_a;|'\|1'.-||i:jng OTF Victuny fs what they
do best. Bur when they finally do stumble — sind believe
me, when it's two clans asainst seven, plus the mortals,
they're going to stumble — that's the time to rake ‘em
for all they're worth.

CHieon says:

Chir Spanish cousing are a superh cautionary
gxample. A fine combination of strengeh and intel-
lect, courage nnd cunning, they have become bogged
down in the untenable role of “Sabbat coalition
builder" and fighting their tedious war againsr slum
bering enemies that may or may nor exist, This is
whit happens when vou try to preserve an old situa-
tion instend of adapting to a new one. If they hid
turned their considerable energles and abilities ra-
ward something worthwhile, they'd be done by now.
Instead, the future they contemplate is one of unre-
micting toil and conflict. What a waste of o perfecrly
fimctional eternity.

Charm, Towese e Roaws o e P




Mar HAaviaAN
Apcor urys
Even o stopped watch wrighe twice o day, but thas

doesn't mepn | wanr ene hangiog oo oo wrst, Thee seime

poes double tor Malkavians

e savs

Fir thousands of years, we knew the teal source o
madmess, arwd I‘.|I_III|11-i|-'|_-‘- L;i_'.'f['“;]il ||.]'\-u Uil
vinced the world thiat ir's beciuse mama sropped breass
teeding too soon, Rubbisk,

Muadness and

Malkavinns

e SO

particularly the mpdness o
s what happens when
exposed to the breakdown of the world, All rhe
Malkiavians advise you about is what s leaking
threweh from the other side. T e red] yow the same I
is mwerely chaos

The cutt bie surprisingly cobereni
adroit i ther actons, bur e ds aleimately only

oo 1y roo

L

machien sircl
rhe
rumbleof thunderwithoue the lighmming'sflash, Against

the infinite panence of oblivien, they are insimiticn

M AGTARATA

ACcorTi oS

Mever heand of |

Lhegn siys

Prast v dust. D weold not mimd finding one in order
toinvestigate rumors of thiemr so-called "Vicreons Pach”

i

[ alsowould not mind il they were all excnguished and
ther !:;hi-wlz-dnrp, with them.
MNoSFERATL

AccoryT siysi

U1 wis & shit-stinky prool fuply,
'1]:-'I|u. III'- fre | ]" LT e LIII W l||l il l.'-.=1||5| Il CVETY O
clse. Stay on good terme with these miys

|l..JL|-_- | | | ||.".,-_'||:
Hl[l.ll'.:_' Ll b
|jl.|!.‘~|| | Ilnnl'kt, eirme L|,L 111 % T |i.|'\.': Il T Ilgl;_ 11 r-il.ll."|

i, whatever they v leaking on vour fureiture, it gos

right tliroueh the fucking Scorchpand.

Alsn — when they atart in wich the “To me, mv
feral minlons!™ routine, 105 time 1o haul some ass

[ Nean i
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ther curse shields them from the selt-deception com
ey e e Boagah aned Toveador, They koow chey
e dumned. Undoroamarely, anyone else with eves tose
s ke bov sine] | bemowaes 1 as wedl
They are also quite inguisitive
gomng o find out about our wltimate goals, i© will
| rabably be the Nastemtu, Futhermore,
despised by others, they do tend to stick together [no
pun inrended ), Thus, any Nosferntu spy found skalk.
ine phowt
'l || h.ll"'-."ll -l[lll ‘|‘-r|1|‘lI =|

If any clan 15
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To protecr oneself from Mosferatu spying (or
trom nnyone else's, for thar mateer), = advisable to
pecform the most secret rituals only in the secure
contines of strongholds such as dhose in Veniceand
Boston. Some spiritt possess the ability w penerrare
Nosterntn disguises, bur this s far tfrom being a sure
thing. |"|‘|.1,.f51lc:‘.|| precautions are more sffoctive, l am
atibamiliar with the last word in technelogical L
ping, bur L assure you o pool of bumning oil gives pause
o any skuller

It 15 also imperative ro keep one's residence frig
of vermin, Bur the presence of spirits generally fright-
ens offl any creature smart enough 1o communicare
with a Nosferatu.

Ravrnos

Acoorr) says:

Aw, something bad happened back Easrto a bunch
of arrogant, nomadic, lying, sricky-fingered Gypsy
doucle bogs? Boo fuckin' hoo.

[iege sis:

The Ravnos are in trouble, thanks, I helieve, 1o
sttmething gone awry in ther bloodline. They are 5o
few nmow! We are also experiencing difficulties,
courtesy of this new maelstrom. Unlike the Ravnos,
hawever, our distress {5 not known Far and wide in
Emdred sociery.

| see two possible tates in store tor Clan Ravnos.
Uine 18 thar the ather predutors will scent weakness and
fall on them lke fuckals, The orher is that the survivars
will prostitute rhemselves for protection o whatever
pimp they can find.

I chie first case, it would be wise for Clan Giovanni
to be at the table soon enough ta dine well. In the
second case, they are whar my Milllver cousing would
call "maotivared sellers," which is nevera strong posirion
from which to bargain,

I recommend thut we offer the olive branch of
succor to the rernnants of the Ravnos. [t should not be
unaccompanied by the thoms of scom and price, of
course: If we're “nice” for no reason, they'll surely
recopiize o trick. Buv if we offer them procection ue o
high price, 1 think we can wring more [rom them thun
those who will not forsake vengeance ut any price,
Eventually, the vengeful might become angry enough
to b “motivared buyers.”

What can proteeting them cost! They are now ton
weak to dare offending us, and any theft gives us just
cause o rob them in their dismess, If any of their
endmies are oo strong, well, protecrion s, easler
withdraw than ro grant

[f your wish ro steal from a man or even merely to
cheathim, it iseasier todoso ithe isat your able instead
of n warld away

SETTIES
BT Sy

You know what | like to do with the spakes!

Beat the shit out of "em. Don't mlk to 'em, don's
negariare with "em, don't screw nround .-\1_|||'||'|||.'|.1_;
against their fucked up mortal pawns: Just pound
their asses down, Bear them (nto fucking paste
Goddamn | hute these motherfuckers,

OF course, things don't always go the woy you
want. If you can't juar ger the drop on one of these
shithags ancl glve him the what-for with a fire ax, you
may have to apply some serategy. W you cian, use our
genern] strategy — have ghoste follow Bim, suck dey
any moreals he's gor for allies (or, more Tikely, pat-
stex), disrmupr his feeding with spirits untll he's weak
and blood starved, then go in with the nail-studded
biaselwmll bar.

Ifeven tharain't feasible, you can try to rile up the
Camarilla ("You nin't gonra believe this, but they're
vinlating the precious Masguerade!™} or the Sabbat
{"You ain't gonnu believe this, but they wannawake
up an Antediluvian!™) or the Lupines ("Hey! Look
aver there!") or the Assamites ("Dhd you know Set is
4 Jew! Plus, I'll give you a quarter,”). Don't try
sending in the police, though, All vou ger 1= o bunch
of Dominated, blood-hound cops fucking each athes
up the ass on meth,

If you absolutely; positively must deal with these
tuckers... well, just don't look "em in the eve, thue's all
Ul zay

iepn says:

The erivx of oot miotual hoseilivy js o fondamerntal
meompacibility between our poals ind theirs. They
want o resurrect somie withered anachoonism of ol
and spend etemnity being the first amonge its slaves. We,
ot the other hand, wish to reconfiaure the wiord e a
it is sy for us to be as pods Gurselves

Qur plan is nor without a grandeur, | think, tha
contrasts well with the essential wualor and masoch-
Ism of theirs, Nonetheless, despite the differences, in
one important way we are more like the Setites than
any other clan: We are similar because we hoth have
4 I.{fh'!f. Not only a [l wl, but a concrete, translorming
goal that can be moved toward resolutely and pre
served indefinitely once achieved, Clampare thiswith
the goals of the Sabbat and the Camorilla: They are
hoth passive and retrograde. They anly want o prevent
things from happening

Buat chanee (s inevitable. Conservatives always lose
tn theend. Only one master plan for the cranstormarion
af the worlil 1s peceptable, and it 1 not the Setites'

The advantage we have is that we know of their
eschutological ambitions, while they hopefully only

Chinrrn Twor It Runes i the Fianatr




SUSpect Ours We cannor afford a direct confronta-
tion, but it 1s nonetheless imperative that theie plans
b r1~||.;.l.

Ol srrugele with them must perforce bé a subtle
one, We must impede and weaken them without
them perceiving our inwrference. Given their cun-
ning i ther inclinations, this (s difficulr. Trickmg
i clan of thieves, hars and pimps is a ask akin w
bearding o lon in s den.

Tosuccesd, we must ]'!l'.i'r Tm.n.irt.lrt-ngﬁ]_u aned pffser
thetrs, Olur stremgths are money and spints, Money can
bree vsesed Cin ronrm thassr Binverss o Uie the confMct-rle hoareas
it bosth o elims fuvor) o Bire memenaries, Even the
stromgest of the Serpents tend 1o pause when stopping
roumids from a repeating rifle,

Meore importantly, the restless dead are largely
impervious to the Serites’ vsual Heshly blandishments.
However, the Serpents are experts ot the manipulanion
of humin passion: I they perceive the necds of both
s oniel spetert tor CRtEOT, Our own tools may by
turned against us

A covert war agninst the most duplicitous of clans
1% = duunting ord dangerous task, but we do have one
ereat advantage. Our founder 18 alrpady dwake.

TorrADOR

Accorn ss:

I'd Uke o dismiss the lot of "emi @8 & pack of
bucaiili, but I've relucrantly had tovadmit that they
can be pretty smart sometmes. I'm thinking about
the Internet stocks here. Say what you want about
the Toreador, once they heard there was u new way
to Jook ardirty pletures they were on it Like dollars in
a dirty cop. | put some moncy in when 1 saw which
way the wind was blowing, bur the clan elders in
Venlee just couldn't understand wlar was si great
ubout being nhle o hook vour calculator to a rele
graph, Damn. Bot | suppose it wasn't our biggest
missed opportunity in 2000,

Algo, T think thar “artiseic entrancement”
bullshit s o pur-om. You want to know their real
weakness! It's thar they can still have orpasms,
which means most of “em ure still carrying their
braing berwesn their legs.

Hoyou're wood looking you con probubly entice
them with the whole gothack, brooding, dark “allure of
the forbidden necromantic dabbler” shtick. Bur the
[nternet stocks are played our, so what's the point!

[hegir says

As with 50 many of the clans, the preat strength of
the Toreuadeor 15 also ther prear weakness, Thar cenral
tnctor i this: They are the closest omong us to being
mortal, Many of them refuse 1o realize thar human
emotionsare only a hazard o ondead ke us,

Their mawkishness aside, the Toreador are priok-
ably ourstrongest nllies in the Camarillu, Their greed
for ordinary pleasure and wealth are o refreching
cliange Irom the emotional machinations of the
Lasombra, the incoherent politcal philozophy of the
Brujah or the rigid, abstract power plays of the
Ventrue. Their desperation ro cling o humanity has
made the Toreador pleasingly pragimatic sbout other
aspects of undesd existence. Thuos, they can be nepo-
tited with to moch ddvantace.

TREMERE

Avcurm s

| haote every list one of these goddomn comamies,
ard the anly reason Tmiss food is "canse T Can't hokd ane
down ind <hit on i,

I ain'e crizy about any clan with a “ruling coun.
cil” butone that makes everyone loweron the ladder
suck dick (or the undead equivalent) s just showine
how chickenshit they are at heart. Oh, they're clever
sl they've gor some rricks that would make Penn
and Teller cream their jeans, .. but chey're cowands
when it gomes to scrually domg anything. For every
Tremere whe's taking care of business, there's two
holed up m a tower somewhere working on the Path
of Thumbup My Ass. Thisdoes mean their “pantics,”
or whatever the fuck they call thetrwitch-houses, e
well protected.

The only thing they do better than fuck cach
other over s make enemibes of oiher clans. The
Tramisce have o ruping hard-on to kill the Tremere
247 ¥63-and-a-quarter, and the Assamites are pos-
sibly even mare pissed off. If you can't bargain an
Agsaming down o fucking pennies whan (e comes o
doing a kit on a Tremere, then you're o disgruce to
your stingy, chiseling ancestors

Speaking of chiseling, the other Tremere weakness
15 they think they're smarter than everyone else, even
thowgh mose of these Lmpes couldn's outlaeele o
Toronto used cor dealer on the sharpest mghe of thie
unlives. They've alwiys inrerested in new mogieal fucked
upness, so they're hoppy to make o "far oode” of
chmumsureiea knowbedee fornegromancy. Hebh, | oo
a Pisanoh inCuba who's sold thie first couple of ranks of
the Bone Path three times, leaming differene Tremere
paths every tme.

By the wav, vou heard the joke about the Tremer:
whi used Tampian us 3 tes E‘I:I',-_f?I

Diapo says:

The Tromere want to supplant the Yentrue as
the fonnmdation af the Coamarilla, They are too well
organized and respomsive for this o be permitied,
Under Ventrue influence, the Camarillo i€ conser.
vative to the point of immobllity. That is 3 good

(oo Giewany)
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thing. Under Tremere guidance, the Caiiarilla would
become more focused and direct, and more cipahle
of discerning our true goals, Thar would be a bad
thing: However, the admirable tenacity of the
Tremere should not be underestimated. Despire
their repuration as neurasthenic scholars, they have
survivied everythide the Tzimisce, Assamites and
Cangre| have been able o align againse chem for
centuries. Thus, we should notopenly alienare them,
lest they succeed at seizing the Camarilla and tum
vengeful eyes upon us

The opportunity in this sicuation lies in our own
crists. For decades, the Tremere have covered our nec-
tamantic powers, even golng so far as o produce their
v, off-birand "Spiric Thaumaroegy” out of seraps from
vir saperior Ash Pach,

We have always resisted giving awny our most
powerful secrers, Mow thiat the Shadowlanids bave sud-
denty become so perilous, perhaps it 15 time for greater
openness with the Tremere. They have clamaored so
ling: Perhape we should finally sell them enough tope
to Trang chemse] ves,

Tz

Aceeam sitys:

Wow, Nuconly are they saddled with a name noone
can pronounce, they all seem doomed o spend eternity
playing with themselves, Now that's demnarion

DHeges sy

The Tzimisce nre experts mahigh ly arcane fleld char
his no relevince tous, nor o anything else. We politely
sCaAy our of their Wiy anl expec] rhe same COUTTesy

VENTRIIE

Accon suys:

These puys pur the "anal® in “banul.” Cute, huh! A
Toreador wold e that vae. They've por more money
than Croesus and their hooksare inevery police deparr-
ment in the world. Half the EU and large chunks of
NATO are either sucking them off or being sucked on,
nd either way the Blue Bloods win.

They lmve all this power, gnd whie are they
doing with it? Nothing, Literally, they are not ac-
tivelydoing anything —oh, unless you include looking
for o "scientdfic explanaddon” for the undead condi-
tion. Insread, they've putting all thae effort and energy
into preventiorn,

Thar's what | love about the Venrrue: They spend
theirwhole unlivescovering ass hecausethey figure that
we "Kindred" will all hang wgether if one ass gers
caught hanging separarely. Keep up the good work,
knuckleheads!

[Degn suys;

The key o the Ventrue is respece. Their highest
Pricwity is maintining their delusions of primacy, Few

Ventrue conflicts cannat be salved by gestures of peni-
tence. Hang your head, ace as if you've been caughr in
an inescapable bind (which may well be rrue, given
their ndmitted skill ot munagmg rhe ralenrs of orher
clans), unwillingly offer reparations and move on tothe
tiext step in bringing the Endless Nighr, Once the
sucdarior is down, the Venrrse may well be our greatest
Kindred foes, so it is necessary w limir their power i
much as possible now, But challenging their power
directly only provokes them to prearer stubbornness.
Remember always that m thelr minds, they are the
nobles imd we are the merchanes, They ate contenl 1o
humiltare us, whereas a Lasombra or Taimlwe they
wonhd destrow

OTHER TROUBLEFMAKERS

L upimes

Arcorm savs:

Stay the fuck uway, period. Teasing the animals |5
only moderately safier than sunbarhine.

Diejre says:

The judicious use of a spii proxy can lead hepd-
strong Lupines (a= if one could find nny other kind) imeo
a Senite latr or Tremere chantry, buar lenow thar theyare
totas reave about the sprmicworld s we might hope, If
youartract the artention of vengeful werewolf, vour best
recourse is ro dlee and wait for it to age pway,

Macesg

Actur savs:

Clleay, lemme tell you abour the sorcerers | per
sonally knew. They formed a “circle,” abour rhree of
these punks, pale, dressed in black and penerally
acting like blood doll wannabes. We made each
other's acquaintange through some murual contacts
on the other side of the Shroud, and | evenrually gor
to the point that | was willing ro meet and ralk with
them. They wanted, surprise surprise, instruction
ahout necromancy and the Kindred, and they offered
their own knowledge m return. So we wenr back and
forth for w while, doing the horse reader bit, and |
tricked them all into partiul blood bonds, bur chey
were just a pain n the ass to deal with, They didn'e
wint to ger involved with the other clans: They
didn't really give much of a fuck abour Kindred
sociery at all, They only wanted to know what we
knew about the ather side, bur every time U'd tell
them something they'd just kind of shake their hends
ar act snatly or try to “gently correcr my
misperceptions.”

Then the maelstrom came along, Now, rwo of
them are dead and the third one got himself sruck
on the other side of the Shroud. ldior. Sure, they got
their avatarget quintessarial paraclyrie whatevers,
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bur | guess they didn't egperience two spirit storms
betore this, did they?

[Hegn siys

My knowledee of the "worl dbuilders™ ( alish i, as e
their effect on the world's Kindred. From direct experi-
ence, | would say thar analert magus s 2 good match for
i neonate. Their compararive physical fragility is bal-
nnced by their versanility, Thus, in sy Kindred on-muge
comflicr, surprise is desirable. But 1 suppose thut's troe of
any conflict.

If the enchanrers have -a general Haw, it is
simply this Like the Tremere, they tend to judge
themselves smarter than anvone they meet. Evenn
craftry und powertul wizard is kely to underestimate
the guile needed to survive centuries of Kindeed
realpalivik, They can be used, bur as tools of un-
known capacities and weaknesses, they are best
used with grear caurion, Berwer to simply let time be
YOur assnssin.

CHANOHFLINGS

AororT 4

Whatever. The anly fatries | care about are
the Torendor.

[Negwr says;

As with the sorcerers, my encounters with fate
hive been rave und not paeticularly satisfactory. Thei
clim of anorher world, “Arcadia,” overlapping our
own sounds sumilar to our own experience with the
Shadowlands — and yer, we are unable to contact
thisteglon or corfinm its existence. | am content that
itz not relevant to our goals: Another supernatural
zome means there s a possibilicy, however slight, thar
the Endiess Night could have substantially unfore-
SETD COnNESeqUE ndes.

| would like very much to acquire such a being for
studdy. Unfortunitely, our preferred method of securing
sl for interrogarion does not seem o work on faeries,
causing the addicioral chillenge of keeping one impris-
o e alive

HumTerg

Moo ailys;

I'd pawn my tangs and drink through o fucking
araw to know where these Little shits came fram.
Sinners in the hands of an angry God or something,
piubably. The best theory Lheord came froma Tremere
whi wits hanging out with some honest-ta-Caine
muge shooting the shit abour the maelstrom and
Buneladesh and all the other freaky nonsense that's
Deen soing dowr, Anyhow, the mages think all the
mystic shit in the world s connected somehow — |
think the Tremere called it a Hermetic model or «
Plironde slenl or something — and that it's stareing

to shift, or maybe crack apart. If they're right, thar §8
means all the magic ericks we use to seay out of sight Ji}
dre sturting to coap out, These “hunters” are jusc ||
ordinary schmucks upon whom our hiding Disci-
plines don't work anymore, '

In face, it was probably one of these hastards
who cost us Birmingham, This philendering cracker
named Henry Enmes cleaned our the local nesr of
Camarilla pussies, allowing us o move right in
Unfortunarely, he'sstill aroumd, seill making rrouble I
Kidnapping his daughter only slowed him down —
he's got huddies coming our of the woodwark o
whack @ ghoul here and brulse up & neonate there
The cops are afrer him for murdering his wife (long
story), so it's only a marter of time before the )
Toresdor or Venrrue ger therr mirts on him, and
then I'll have o hagele with them

What's bad s, |'ve heard some of them can just rub
their eyes and shrug off our “do whar | rell you” thing
On the plus side, heating their asses into fine gel sill |
works as well as ever,

Lhpan says:

In AD 1000, history nores hysteria, vinlenee and
a rremendous resurgence insuperstition, eschatolopy
andd the kind of faith that leads people to dostpid
and hurtful things. In the yedr 2000, | recall little in NS
the way of the predicted “millennial cerrorism,” bur
[ wonder if the passion and beliel simply found
anothicr outlet. | have felothe furce of u chanted sutra
as powerfully asa brandished cross, Whe is ro say thi
the modern Mew Ape beliefs propagared through
relevision and rabloids have not found their vwn
form of true fuich!

Regardless of my theory, the fact remalns that some
mortals can indeed peer through the Camarilla's Mas-
uernde as if it were glass. Not unly chat, they are able
o pereeive ghoses in the Skinlands as well. Thus, it is
quite easy 0 use # compliant spirto to lead these
crussdding sealos ww the local Elysium. Either the med-
Gl marmals die or the ooublessme Kindred do, and
everyone goes home happy.

Everyone who matters, anyhow,

Trie ORpic CIRCLE

ALTOrT SN

Whao!

Diege says:

Wherever did you hear of the Oophic Circle?

You need not concermyoursellwith them. Like
the Nagaraja, their time has come and gone. Should
you encountér our renegade cousin Antonio and
his associates, |'|:_'|'l.l.'l—:\.'|:~r. dov it Jresitare ko tnform
me immediately. | am enger ro express my displea-
sute to him,

Cisvimon; Chtwann
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New TRAITS

The fullowing new Traire moy help players and
Storyreters roumd ot ther Chiovanni characrens, As
always, these new aprions are just that — oprional
and St I-'il',l‘.'”t'l'ﬂ MY Teskimct thelr use n |'|||'- i les,

New BACKGROUND

SPImIT SLAVES

Nunzio felt vaguely tioeic as he gestered with the knife
ar the stuffed animal . "Goddamn it Betsy " he velled, Hf
yee ebomt'teler wehaar Ttell yime, | sstverr | oudll stie this furry
frickey from wefl o card and shie in the sagffima!”

“Worn.. " wailed the thide gid whosy, “Tha's Mistey
Fun Bumny! My doddy save him o me!”

“Tdim'e coie §f he's Miswy Frck Buddy, vinless you
wateh tha old haseard — the giey T shimued vou, with the g
cars and the beard — the sabit's gome, got ie? Geniet ™

The soung ghost sebbed | provoking dispuse deep in
Mienzin' s stilled hewrt. Mevbe e shold have ofod ehe
other ghost, the one ced o that goddamn weight balr,
ofall things.,. then Numzin sew thar Berry s reli
tantly noddimg,

Yo'l on!”

She dipped her head,

“Good, See? Was that so leod? And djter vour tell me
what he didd, rell youcahar: We'll o i MeDomald' s and you
v watch some kids, all vighs? ™

T omie aieh the pleiyreapmel?”

Jesus Christ. " Sure. Whatever,"

This Trait represents a hold you have over a
ghost, or several ghosts. Usually this hold is m the
form of cateny — cither sometbimg thit the ghase
valued highly m life, or possthly a random obyect or
place towhich the spirito became artached during rhe
melstrom. Regardless, you have a hold over the
it and can budly i by threatening its fetter. Alrer-
nutively, youmighrhave information about the spirir's
goals and can control i by aiding or impeding {r. For
more intormation on what ghosts can do and the
ravings of this Backzround, sce the *Spirll Slaves™

box on p. 54,

. You have a hold on one weak spmm,

e Y hove irdluence over two miner ghosts, or
ane of grenrer power,

ooe  NYou're the boss of three lesser ghosts, or fewer
whao cian do more.

sees  Four phosts sre under your sway, or fewer who

are sETEECr.,

eno e Yoy hove mastered five weal: phoses, or fewer
whir are more tlentied,

MET System: You can apply rhis Backeround in place

of the Retamers sdvaninee thar Giovann vsoal by s

sess. The Spirtt Slave Backeround then differentintes
between mortal confedeeates wid bound souls, A
Glovarmi can purchase Spvie Shies Like any ol
Background, but it ls not available to chameters with
ot Necrimancsy.

GHIBERTINECROMANCY

When broughe ot the Goovanng {old,. the
Cthiberti were already quite famtliar wish the finet
points of African nigrimancy. Those unoccustomesd
to thie fourfold <ouls of abombe {Afrieun wraiths)
afren have rrouble controlling them mechani-
cally, an inexpenenced Kindred suflers i +2 penulty
o the L[I”itull'r il rolls to wae Wew romuney on the
phosts of indigenous Afvicans. Former slave rraders,
the Ghiberti combined elements of their prior pro-
fession wad their unwholesome sorvery o create u
p.‘-ll‘il iaf Mecromancy that made the cnslpvement of
Ivary Kingdom wraiths eagier to wccomplish, Study-
ing thie serange powers of the ghostly Motiman, the
Ghibierri learned to trace wruiths and bind chem.
Mote thar few (if any ) Giovanniwho are not mem
bers of the Ohiberti fumdly have access oo e
knowledge of how to compel abombo, much less
mistery of the Cenotaph Potly,

THe CeNOTAPH PDATH

Experienced Ghiberti Kindred recornized tha
mystically compelling the dead required anextensive
knowledge of the pghosts e be so commanded, Wheteas
muny among the Gimily content themselves with
mustery of the occastonu] wraith and the means m
affect corpses or the Underworld, more erudite prac-
ricivmers looked into necromantic means to unearth
lowations or ubjects hy |[..|II|1.{ STrong tles to the deadl.
Some such studics becime ritupls, whereas ofliers

developed into a discrete path concerned primar |y
with discovering or forging links berween the living
world andd the Shadowlands

Maost students ol Necromancy areribute the ¢re-
ation of the Cenotaph Path o the ems tollowme the
World Wars, The oreat aumbers of dewd and dying
icross the world, t'-‘-'PL‘LHI”}' with |l1'~]"|.|r'.'|'l..'- solidiers
Hlung to far corners of the globe, made tor a brisk rrade
i soul-catching, Those Ghiberti who could “smiff
out” the recently dead (especially in quantity) man-
aged to aupment their pursuirs with the use of
Cenotaph Necromancey to find ohjeces or locations
impartant to the legions of wraiths, A few older
I'!'I'l'_'l'l'llh'lﬁ |||II rl'll' tiltl'l.'HT'lTll ["I'll:l.l VLI TI|“r hit]lli.!r
powers provid wseful during the ancrent heyday o
Mediterrunean ex painsnny in seekingong death cules
ar bartlefields during the prime of Rome and [taly
Regardless, the parth remains somethinge of a rarity, as
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it serves primarily to amplify the other powers of an
alrepdy-skilled Necromancer,

Cenotaph Necromaney seems to function on the
principle that a Kindred, already a ecadaver, is en
unnatural bridge between the living and the dead.
Through this principle, the path allows the Necro-
mancer o find other, similar linkages. The basic
rucdhmentsof the Cenoraph Path function easily enough
once the Kindred learns to attune himself to these
connections. Advanced mastery of the path usually
entails some brief ritual to forge artificinl connecnions,
either through breaking taboos to draw the
Shadowlands ¢loser by focusing unsavory passions or
through rechniques of authority and purity designed
o command the two disparate worlds rogether, (See
Blood Magic: Secrets of Thaumaturgy tor informa-
tion ubout Necromancy techniques.)

* AToucHorDeatH

Just as a Necromancer may exert mastery over
the Shadowlands, so two can some ghosts exen
themselves in the mortal world, Whereas obvious
displays of wraithly power such as bleeding walls or
dizembodied moans certainly won't be mistaken,
some ghostly abilities exertsubtle effects thac aren't
caslly recognized. A Mecromancer sensitized to the
residue of rthe dead, though, can feel whether an
sbject has been touched by a ghosr or sense the
recent passape of a wraith

System: The Necromancer simply touches a per-
son or object thac he suspects is o vietim of ghostly
nfluence. The plaver rolls Perception + Occule {diffi-
culty 6. If successful, the Necromancer can determine
whether a ghost hasexerted any sorrs of wraithly power
o the subject, or even crossed nearby, to the duration
detailed below.
| success
 successes

Last turn; detect use of ghostly powers
Last three tums; detect use of
ghostly powers

3 successes Last hour; detect ghost's touch and use
ol ghostly powers

Last day; detect ghost's touch and use
of ghosely powers

Last week; detect nearby passape of
phoit, ehlosts touch anid use of
ghostly powers

4 successey

5 SuCCessis

On a failure, the Necromancer recelves no fm-
pressions. A borch reveals a misleading answer (an
object may seem tinged with ghastly power when it's
not, or vice versa ). Should the Necromancer succeed
it detection while rouching an object or person that
a ghost is possessing, he immediarely becomes aware
that the ghost isstill inside. The impression gained In
such @ case is sufficient to count as a “strong psychic

impression™ for purposes of the Sepulehre Parh's
pawers, o the Kindred may be able ro (for example)
immediately command n ghost roexir i person whom
It possesses.

MET System: You simply touch an objecr pr
person and make a Static Mental Challenge with a
difficulry of 6 Tras, vsing Ocenlt Avility for retests.
It you succeed, you immediately realize wherher any
wraithly powers have been exerted on the subject
during the current game session. If the wraith cur-
renfly possesses the object or person rouched, you
I:‘L"l:'.}l]'l.ﬂ AWHare ﬂt tl'l[.fi ﬂ'l.'hj may {.i'l.l.]f_x\'t' [ EXETL !b-l: NOAIE
Sepulehire Path powers (f any) as f you knew the
weaith’s name.

® 8 RDeveasl THE CATENE

MNecromantic compulsions funetion much more
effectively when the caster uses an objecr of signifi-
cance o the ghose in question. Such fereers tie the
dead to the living lands through their remembered
importance — a favored recliner for relaxing, a re-
viled prece of art foisted oft hy hated relatives arsome
object ofsimilarly intense emortion. Many Cliovanm
can detect such catene through the use of rituals (see
Rirval of the Unearthed Ferrer, p. 165 of Vampire:
The Masquerade). With this power, though, the
Ghibert con determine 2 (fevver with jost & Tew muo
ments of handling, The Kindred simply runs his
hands aver the objecr and concenvrates on it He
quickly receives an impression of the wem's (or
person's) importance o wreaiths, if anyy should the
wrmith be one known 1o the Necromancer, lie im-
mediately recognizes the object as a ferter ro thar (or
those) wraith{s). Successful identification.of a con
nected wraith is not exclusive; thatis, if the Glovanni
determunes thar the object is important to a ziven
wraith, he can also devermine if there are other
wriiths tied to the item, though he must wse che
power geain 1o pain their identivies,

Many Necromancers use this power on objects
already identified with A Touch of Death, in arder to
determine whether the ghost is trying to attune a given
fetrer or simply toving with the world of the living.

Swetem: The Necromancer holds and exomines
the objecrfor ar least three turns — I it s an item, this
mesns turning it over in his hands, running his
fingers slong it or otherwise giving IF @ critleal eye,
with a person, this may require o more... invasive..,
examination. The player then spends a blood poine
and rolls Perceprion + Oeeulr (diffleulty 7Y, IF suc-
cessful, the Kindred derermings wherher the abject
holds any significance o any wraith and, wirh three
or more successes, the identity of at least one such
wrakth (which of course allows the Kindred o use the
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Sepulchre Path on that wraith ). If the Necromancer
already knows any of the wraiths involved, their ties
are revealed wirh rheir tdenrity — <o if the Necro-
mancer already knows of a wraith well enough ro
summon and compel it with orher powers, successful
ientification of a ferter tells whether the object is
tied to thar wraith, in addition to any other impres-
sienes paltied,

it aboreh isscored, the Gluberti con never sucopss-
fully use this power on the item being examined.

MET System: Spend a Blood Trait und vake half
wminute (or three tarns, if youare in combat time)
carefully examining your subject (bur don't touch
other players — remember the No Touch rule).
Then, make o Swacic Menal Challenge, difficulry 7
Traits, with Qecult Ability for retests. [Fyvou succeed,
you immediarely know whither the objectis a Fetrer.
If =0, vou gam an impression of the identiey of one
wraith to whorn it is Fertered, though a Narrator o
Storyriller decides what name togive, If the object 13
4 Ferrer to multiple weaichs, vou will receive an
mmpression as well ae the mformanion thar “other
wraiths are tied o chis ivem,” and vou moy exercise
the power again o gain additional ditferent Identie
ries (any idencicy d'lru:.ad'y known to you is
automarically excluded).

80 Trean LTpoN THE(GRAVE

The extended awareness granted with the Ceno-
raph Patheallows the Necromancer to sense the vagaries
of the sudario and to find locations where the
Shadowlands and the living world come close. Offren,
the MNecrommncer gxperiences a chill or shiver when
srepping into an aren where thie Underworld Ties nes
the living one. With pracrice, the Glovanni can tell
exactly where such locations are.

Experienced Necromancers learn that cercain locy-
rivms are sisceptible w phostly influence; these haunred
ateis ofter become homes of & sorr for wraiths. A
knowledurable vampire can thus discover places where
the diewd are lileely o congregare, the berer 1o snare
them with other Necromancy powers.

System: The player simply declares intenr o
sense the Shroud (nan area and makes o Willpower
tol | (diffrculty B, Stecess reveals the Shroud rating,
The Storyteller infiarms the player of the wting,
while w story terms the Giovanni leams thar the
logarion is highly atuned to the Shadowlands, about
mviernge {not very clese to the world of the dead) or
far femoved from the realn of death. Failing use of
the pawer has no adverse affect, though it may be
artempred anly once per scene (so the Necromancer
must either wint fur a time or move to o different area
before ptrempting Tread Lipon the Grave once mare ),

A boteh stung the Giovanni mre inacrion for a full
turn as well as costing hime s remporary Willpower
point, as he 1s overcome by shivers and the sense of
iverwhelming despair from the Shadowlands.

With three or more suciesses, the Necromancer
candetermine whether the Shroud's strength has been
artificially aleered i the wren (perhaps through the we
of the Ash Poth or certan ghastly powers).

MET System: Spend o Willpower Triit and
tnake a Swatic Mental Challenge against a Story-
teller; the Storyteller determmes the difficulty v
sucteed, you immediately detemmine the screneth of
the Shroud. If you tail, no information is revealed.
You may use this power only once on any given
location In éach eame swasion

ses e DAt HNeLL

Notall whi die go on to becomie ghosty — many
lack the drive to hang on after death or simply have
no overwhelming needs that compel them 1o stick
around. Normally, vven Necromancers have no way
tiv sort those who misht become ghosts from the
muasses who go on o whatever rewnnds awale Over
rime, though, 1 Necromuancer cun become sensitized
to the pull of dearh thar occurs when g <oul ERCApE
fremm a bisdy only to hover in wait, ensluved by (s
]TH:ETIH.l.'II.'[I:iII. L!t‘..-uli'r'w T]l:' wthl qtf-JLu|'|l-r_.|r;u|'| by
comes like a tangible rug, and 2ome Necromancers
even lewrn to savor this emotion even as they fol low
the sensation 1 find the new phos.

Of courde, actually discovening the new ghoa
can be problematic. The Kindred may need some
means to gee throosh rthe Shroud O iy hivwe tor send
other wraiths to look for the new unfortunare, espe-
clally if 2 latge accident or massacre leaves ton many
corpses Bor the Ghiberti o easily discern and test
rumes with other compulsions. Furthermore, new
ghests typically enterthe afterlife insensate and cov-
ered in o sticky plasm that clouds their minds: the
ghost must be freed from this spirit sludge before she
can be useful, which again requires the Necromuncer
either to reach through the Shroud himsellor to send
a wralthly proxy to do so.

System: Whenever someone dies and becomes
a wraith within a half-mile of the Ghiberti, the
MNecromancer sutomatically senses rhe demise
(though many choose o ygnore this “alwavs-on®
power unless actively seeking someone ). This pawer
does not autemarically pinpnt the location of the
new weaith or identify ir, but the playver may spaenid
one Willpower paint and roll Perception + Qeculs
(difficulry 7} for the Necromancer to gain a vague
sense of the distance and ditection to the new
wraith. With one success, the Kindred Y S0 rse o
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vigue pull i general direction; with three suc-
cesses, the Necromancer can sense the direction
and guess distance to within a quarter-mile. With
five succensses, the Necromancer immedintely senses
the lowation of the new ghost ro within a foot, A
failure carries no penalty but 4 botched atcempr
naturally sends the Necromancer scurrving off in
the wrong direction. .

The Storyreller may rule thoat disturbances in the
Uinderworld, inteevening mage or other similar phe-
nomena cloud this sensation, simply to prevent
ewverburdening a chronicle with constant ghost-hunt-
ing and dice rolling.

MET Svstem: A Storyteller or Narmraror should
iore you when o new wmith comes into existence
within the play aren (because this event will be rather
s, and o Storyreller or Narraror should be present
whien a chiaracter dies; this reguirement isn'r too epre-
gions). You may spend a Willpower Trait and make a
Searic Mental Challenge, difficulry of seven Traits,
with Ccezelt Abtity asaretest; inorder to determine the
direction w the new writh, Cince you have that infor-
enation (orfudl b gain it), the restof the jolyof location
1§ UP Lo Yo,

*eee e EpuEMeERAL BINDING

The most pulssant Necromancers leam not only
tovsense e ties berween Hving and dead, bueto forge
such ties themselves, The masrer of Ephemeral Bind-
g turnsan otherwise mundane object or person intoe
i depository for his own mephiric energy, the undy-
ing Curse transforming the subject into a sort of
linkage between living and dead. The Ghiberti smeors
hu blood on the item in guestion, which mystically
ubsorby the viene and, indoine so, heeomes i vessel 1o
archor a spirit.

System: The Mécromancer muar coat an object
with his blood (a2 full blood point's worth); if the
subiject i o person; then that mdividus] must ngest
the vitwe, The player marks off the blood point,
spends o point of Willpower and rells Manipulation
+ Occulr (difficuloy BY. If successtul, the item tempo-
rartly becomes o fetter o one wraidhe If the Kindred
already knows the name of the weaith or has a serong
paychic tmpression, then the object can become A
fecrer arany runge, even waghost who normally does
ot come near the bving world (<o long as the ghost
still exisrs). Otherwise, the Ghibertl must be able o
see or sense the ghiost (with Shroudsight or other
such means)

A ferter artificially ereared in this fashion func-
rions for all necromantic and Hi‘]l:'l-ilt'f FUrproses 4 1
normal ferter: It can be detected with other necra-
mantic powers, the Cilovanni guins: o bonus o

Necromaney ampinst the wraith arruned ra i, and the
ghost similarly finds exertion of its powers easter
upon the subject (so the Giovanni might turn an
urwittinge ghoul inro o consort for oowenith fumilar
with pessession. .. ). The wrath can sink inoo che
ferter to heal; conversely, if the fetrer is destroyed,
the wraith is banished to some innccessible region of
the Underworld, perhaps never to retum.,

A fetter erpated with Ephemeral Binding losrs for
one night per success scored, The expenditire of in
additional point of remporary Willpower increases this
duearion o a week per success, whereas spending »
permanent point of Willpower extends the durnnion o
ayear and a nichr,

Botching with this power not only causes failure
bur also makes the ghast immediately aware of what the
Mecromancer was trying to do. Most ghosts do not take
kindly o meddling Kindred trying to make artificial
chains for them.

MET System: You expend a Blood Traic and a
W illpower Trait wod muke 2 Social Challenge apaimst a
targeted wralth (usng Oveudt Abdliy for retests) —
cither ane you can see, or one you already know. [ you
succeed, the subject of your power becomes a Fetter o
the wraith for the duration of the game session; you can
spend a Willpower Tralr at the beginning of each new
session o keep the ttem active as a Ferter, or spend 4
permaniént Willpower Traie to make the ubject s Ferer
for a full year of play.

[PisaNnoB NECROMANCY

The roots of Pisanoh Necromancy inrertwing
with the dark practices of the Mescamerican cultures
of the Aztees and, w a lesser degree, their pradeces
sors, the Mayans and the Tolrees. The death magic
practiced by this brunch of the Glovanni clan |
inexarably tied o the elaborate ceremony of Azte
religious rites. As a resulr, the Plsanob have grown
dependent on the ritualistic trapipings rmphr'g.-_r.] by
their forebears. Deprived of these, the Pisanob Nec-
romancer finds using the Black At much more
difficult, ifnor impossible, to perform. In pgame terms
the player of such a character sulfers a difficulty
increase of +1 when attempring Necromancy rolls,
th '-u::'_l'l this may bt overcome for a scene at the cost
of one Willpower poinr.

As inexorably tied to ritual as the Pisanob are,
it's not surprising that they've developed a number
of necromuntic rituals to which individuals within
the family have access and puard preciously. Of rhe
fullowing, only the Rirual of Focheli is widely
practiced by Kindred outside the Pisanob branch
of the Giovanni.

Cusmpoon: Caouaral
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Briual orTHE SMOoING MiRroR
(Leven Oxne Rrruar )

Mamed for the chief Aziec gol Tezent ||["'"'~d1 (s
meual allows rhe Necromaneer touse anolsidian mirroe
by BQE 35 TS dlen, |5'. E T ki l1|l: FLTOr % |}i_1|_-11~..'
deprhs, the Pisanob may discover an object's flaws;
assess the general health of miortals or sven réd o
DETTE S Al

Ar the stire of the ritual, the Kimdred decideés
which of the nitval's vwo aspecrs she will use
.I'tl‘:-'lr]]
Lifessaht, the Necromancer may rend nums as if
she had the level two .-"".||-||L:n power, Asra Per-
cepriom: Peathsipht, on the other hand

.-|1|.' may not use E‘-.e1|: ar tlie same time.

CEATILS
¢ Meecromanieer the ability to see weaiths, imd
the Shadowlands. It alsa shows the stain of
ablivien on the living, which a |‘.E'Il*'t'|[l.'l.r:'.t':t|.1|.:‘
Meoocromartcer may use to o dimenose and study il
fiesses; darnage of disabilities from which o target
muay sufter with a successful Perception + Medi
grne roll (difficalty 4 o 8, depending on' che
athment's novure ). Ar the Storveeller's diseretion,
thie Kindred may malke 2 similar study of an ingni-
muree abject's flaw and how to repair them, if that
object s strone link o either lifes or dearh
energics (uch as o murderer’s kodleon
box used to grow healing herks)

1 window

T":":‘F!“'”II!:||\ rituil, the Necromaned [ TASPS
art ohsidian mirror that lias Bud e cilge '|‘|.|rf'
into the Nesh of whoes
hald of e, As the vitae Hows onto |!--J.:

ened sorhar it cur riokes
TOTT4T &
surface, It allows the mirror's reflective power to
E|||I|_,|.'_'.'1|'|- Wi IIII"'|I|.1I'IL'|-||.:'|1:.: -III| |1 i il e [
as it allows the Mectromancer herself o do 1 the
Kindred wishes | ifesight, she calls upon the power
af Ton viiwh, e Who Goes Fortly S mimme, H she
wishes Deavhsighr, she calls upon Midtlantéorl,
Azxree eod of the Underworld, The plaver then
s toactivace the ritual as norma | ].r'.'r1_-||;_:-_1.. i
+ Oecule, difficuley 43, W suecessful, the N T
mancer may view the world as o wriith does vio
the reflaceive surtace of the mirror fora scene, Ln
a boreh, the vumplee may wel] invoke the 1re of
thie deitles upon whom she calls, with disascrogs
||'u,||-.

MET System: As described above, a sucoess
ful Srtaric Mental Challenge, ditficuley of four
Traits (moditied by che screnpech of the Shroud i
sotne sort of Necromancy hasalrered choat), ollows
the INECTOMMNCEr (O use o mroer is o T us Lo see
the Underworld. The vampire con se
Leathsight, using a Menml Challenge with Med
cineAdbility rodetermine snmeone!
{and health levets) and pecforming o similar seun

Wit
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an uhjects using Crafis, or Lifesight, gaining the
ability ro see auras with a Staric Mental Chal-
lenge s described for the Auwra Perceprion
[Mscipline. Note that the player must have an
item card representing the appropriate mirror
used for this ritual, and further thar only reflec-
thons in the mirror reveal these charncteristics.

Rirual oF PocHrir{ Lever Two Rrtuat )
See p. 44

DviNe Sion (Lever Turee Brruat )

With this ritual, the Pisanob Necramancer may use
the principles of Azrec actrology to divine a persen's day
sgn. Used upon the living, this information allows the
Mecromuancer ta divine the targer's future sctions: In
T|."|:L’ d‘.'ﬂl.l. :J"H.b kn‘_"WIE'il[.\“E f(“.'!::Eﬁ- O Imare mitiamase Con-
nection with rhe targer, making it easeer to cast other
necromantic effects on her.

Upon learning a person's birth date, the
Pisanoh's player may roll to activate this ritval in
order to cross-reference it with the Tonalamatl, the
Book of Destinies, and thereby learn thar person’s
day sign. I successful, the Kindred may use this to
predice the target’s next course of actian, allowing
him to deal with it accordingly. The effect on
wraiths is quite different, Asthey have already died,
the Temalamed can offer no insight into the spirite’
destinies, which have already run their course, In-
stead, the ritual imparts upon the Necromancer so
intimate on understanding of che wraith in question
that it acts as @ connection to the ghost, making it
easier o invoke other Necromaney effects on that
sparir. For story purposes, it's equivalent o holding
one of that wraith's fetters (see Ritual of the Un-
earthed Ferter on p. 165 of Vampire: The
Masguerade for decails).

MET System: You make o Static Mental Chal-
lenge (difficulty of the target’s Mental Traits) as you
reference the subject’s name in the Book aof Desti-
nies. (Acquiring z copy of the Tomalomarl may require
the use of Occult Influence, and you may need special
Linguistics Abilities if it's not anslated.) If you
succeed in costing this ritual against g living or
undead individual, you guin one free retest in your
next challenge agninst that individual, If you case
this rituil against a wraith, you act as (f you hald a
Fetrer of the wraith for your next use of another
Necromaney power on it. You must have the
individual's birth date, whether acquired in game or
through research and Influence (such as Bureaucracy
Influence). This ritual’s effects don'tstack; you can't
use it multiple times on someone to galn multiple
tetests. Instead, you can only recast ¢ once you've
used up the retest or Fetter substitute.

Brivar o Himpe ToTen
{Lever Fourn Rrruad)

In times past, Azrec pricsts would flay the skin
froom a victim and wear it as a sacrifice o Kipe Totec,
god of sulfermg and renewal. In a similar vein, rhe
Giovanni of the Pisanob branch of the ¢lan may skin
their prey alive, but for o more pragmatic reasom — to
steenl rhat person's idenrity.

To perform the rivual, the Kindred removes his
victim's top layer of skin with an obsidian dagser,
raking care to damage the skin as little as possible in
the pracess, The victim must sutvive the process
(though she may well die of blood loss shartly afeer
the ritual if not seen to properly). He then drains the
victim's blood into a latge ceremonial golden bowl,
There the blood s mixed with scth, amarunth and
orher ingredients, When imbibed by the Necroman-
cer, this mixture causes him ro sweat o glistening
sheen of blood (equal o one biood poinrl The
Kindred rhen done the skin of his victim, which ona
successful roll absarbs the Kindred vitae and begins
ta heal, fomuing a second skin over the Pusanob’s
awn, Marurally |, the victim needs to be of similar
stuture — ortherwise, the fearures become distoreed
and the disguise 15 rendered useless. This power also
has no effect on Kindred or Lupines.,

Under normal visual scrutin, the muse s Howless:
Of course, it imparts none of the vigrim’s knowledee
or mannerisms (ond does nothing to mask the
Kindred's own undead nacure), lr. therefore, works
best tor situarions in which conrace with friends and
family may be minimized. To preserve rhe skin's
condition, rhe Kindred must bathe it in s blood
point's worth of vitae nightly, When the Pisanoh
removes the skin (which causes one level of
unsoakable lethal damage to the vser and must be
done with the same knife used to flay the victim in
the first place), it is ruined in the process:

Needless o say, conducting this ritual will almost
cerrainly require Humanity checks for characrers of
suitahle moral starure.

MET System: You remove the skin from o victim
{ms a gnme acrion only, of course) — this means that
yuoin st have your living victim restnuned or inea-
pacitated, and you must have a skinning wol and
appropriate tme, meanthg that the ritual |5 probahly
best cnst out-of-play. You must make a successful
Seatic Mental Challenge (difficulty of seven Traits,
retesting with Oeewlt) wo ennct the ricual propeely with
the fluyed skin, or else it won't heal comrectly. As with
the Mask of @ Theusand Faces Discipline, you should
wear aname tag to indicate your change of identey. If
you feel sufficiently clever, you can trust the player of
the character whose skin you've stolen to play your
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charsicter pretending wo be the original victim, though
this is recommended only if you implicity trust the
roleplaying skills of your vietim.

Remember thar use of this ritual requires the expen
diture of o Blood Trait, plus.an additional Blaod Trait
each night (which is imporwane for games that fun over
the course of several nights)

RBrruar or Tevorra (Lever Frve Rituar)

Long ugo, Mayvan astrologers foretold that the
end of the world would occur shortly after the end of
a thousand-year period. The recent return of the
Ravnos Antediluvian has re-enforced in Pochelioa
bellef thut the Mayans were right. He believes thar
the foretold end of the world is, inface, the inevitble
Crehenns, In an effort to survive the end of the age,
Pochtli and his licutenants developed a means of
tearing out the hearts of Kindred and preserving
within them the heart's blood, or tevolia, of the
Kindred so sacrificed, When Gehenna comes, Pochrli
intends o offer the hearts of his vicums te the
L'L"'|'|'|!1Jt' i'-!nnli Hl.u!ﬁ in an 'r_"ﬂ:': T D h;n'u I‘ht‘l".‘l f.l'-;‘:n.-
himself and his undead family. This rerrible rite s
unknown to Pisanob Kindred beyond Pochtl and his
most trusted lieutenants. I any Giovanni from apar
from the Plsanob ger wind of this pracrice, it's en-
tirely possible the entire Pisanob branch of the clan
would be extinguished.

To pedform this ritual, the Necromancer must
torce a caprured vampire to the summit of the
Temple of Pochtli. There, lying face-up on the
temple’s alear, the Kindred to be sactificed has her
limbs held by four camozarz ghouls. The Necroman-
cer then curs open the vierim's chest with an obwsidian
dagper, renches inside and tears our the heart, visit-
ing Final Death upon the sacrifice. The heart is then
preserved in w specially prepared vessel, referred 1o
as & chac mool, No roll is required. The pirocess ic
successful unless interrupted

It is possible to dinblerize the sucriflced Kindred at
a later date by drinking the heart's blood, with all the
practice's concomitont benefits and drawbacks, [t's also
FHTr?ﬂiI" i that rhe elder Pisanob mlL{En use the power
inherent (n the hearts to fuel even more porent necro-
mantic castings... such as the strange bur persistent
tumors of South American Kindred claiming to be one
person but looking whally like anothes

Typically a player’s character won't know this
ritual, The rite is best used as a specifically gruesome
end to a chatacrer in story ferms —a heart stolen fh.,-
this rite is mlikely o ever return o play (since
Pochtli and company need the hearts forother things)

and so essentially it's just a nasty, nasty way o finish
off & character.

ooz T b Raams i it Faaly
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MET Svatem: Because this ritual reguites no
n.h..l||n.'1'|\_f_‘l.'. all Yl have o do l'||r1|'|.".] is tike VENLT
victim 1o the Temple of Pocheli — the unique one
in Mexico so prabably ourside of your game's
usual locale, thus taking you out of play for a while
(clever Storyrellers will use this travel as an oppor-
tundty for anocher story, with rhe difficulries of
sgoling viomplresacross inrernarional borders.. )
Clunning vampires may trick their prospective prey
into “visiting” the temple with promises of nid,
power, wealth or wharnor, thauch of course anly a
wrlsly death awaies,

New NeCROMANTIC RITUALS

Muwiesiaapi MorTr(Lever ONE RIT0AL)

The Necromancer obritne a plece of a dead
body and simmers it tnoa pot with bl a quare of
vamplric vitne, To thisstew, the Necromancer adds
tosetniry (for remembrance), basil (the funerary
herb) and sale (the alchemic principle of clarifica-
tron ). Adrer bringing the concoction ro a full beil,
the Neeromancer eats ir.

It the ritual is sucepsstul, the caster can learn
whether (or ) an individual became a Spimito o
spettro aifoer deseh, Ulnfortunately, this information
vnn be lenmed only abour the person from whose
boudy the “stew mear” was taken

I the ol o actvare this titoal s successful, the
charncter discovers whether the subjecr of the grisly rite
becime o wrnith orspectre afrer death, or if indeed she
became cither

Tl Blowd cornponont isspent progressi vely throueh
tlwe vitunlt 11 the Necmimincer tikes the Elood (mom
inothir Kindred, she doesn't become partially bound
Fronm drinking i, nor does she k] b prAnL L her Bl
pool. Sitntlardy, if she vses her own bleod, her pool
L‘i'.:l-“-'r'l‘k"" |-”‘| A F"'.'“Ir ]!11| '.li-'t'."! {3 LT T g 'p';"hl"l'l \l“."
consumes the s L.

Necromuntic vamplres without the Eiar Food
merit (see p 29 of Vampire: The Masquerade}
can't keep the soup down, bur can still use the ritual
mad gade the inlormation.

MET Sysrem: Baste Ritual. You must Hest obtain
i chank from o desd body (remember thar very old
vampires wsially crumble o ash and don't leave suit-
ahle preces). Boil this up in o stew, whking the vsunl
ritul ¢ -E-TlngTi!TIl'. then devour i, LHL‘L‘L' we fention
thar this ts ull representative, and we aren't actually
advocaring real connibalism?) The soup must use two
pimriis ot viunpiric Bliwed — about two Blomd Polnts'
worth. If yiu succeed in the drual, vou leam whether
ll'l‘n i|1|!|"-|l1t||i| l||'|'ill'l|"|.' JEIAT rl'l"-"ﬁl'.!.”‘p' Ill,"‘nrl Iu]'L'H_l |'|I'_'I_'E]|.-_|:IE'
vghost afver deach

I o sonmehiow devonr s chunk frommese seillHving
victim — perbaps aseversd limb, without knowledge of
the victim's eventual fate — vou learn only thae the
stbgect = et w ghost

Tur Hasmor GLory (Levier Two Rriuar)

The Hand of Glory 15 a mummitied hand used
by the Giovanni o anestherize o home's residents
and, thereby, allow rhe Necromancer free rem to
o what he will in the reddence. It was originally
developed by thieves dabbling in the Dack A,
and was adapred by the Grovanni tor similar ne-
tarious purposes.

The creation of the Hand of Glory 15 a grucsome
ritual dating back hundreds of years, The Necromian
cer wraps the severed hand of a condemned murderer
i ashroud, drvws i nght rosqueeze oucany remaming
hlood and preserves the hand moan carthenware jor
withsalr, salrperer and long peppers. Afrera forenight,
the Giovonnt removes the hand and dries it moon oven
withvervainand fern. Ar the end of this process. if the
rall to acrivare the ritual EITTVOTS BNy SUCCesLes, the
creation 15 vinble.

Tov s the Hind of Gilory, the vampite first
cante the finpertips of the mummificd hand with o
(lammable substance derived from the fat of
henged man and sees the fingers alight. The Nec-
romincer then recites the phease, "Lec al]l dhose
who ara asleep be bsleep, and lee those who are
nwake be awake” All mortals within o househaold
whi are sffected fall into 4 deep sleep and cannoe
e posised] (the luind has no elfect on supematural
creatures ot hunters of thie Huntérs The Reckon-
ing ik}, For each unalliected occapant of o home,
ane linger of the hand will refuse to light, Of
course, botches moy result in all of the lingers
beinig lit but noeone inthe home being aslesp. The
hand may be extinguished at dany time by the
Wecromancer who creared it Anyone else wishing
to douse the liand muse use milk todoso. Nothing
else works, Once made, the Hund of Glory may be
reused indetinitely. Effecrs lust for one scene.

MET System: Basic Ritual. A Hand of Glory
serves ak an excellent opportunity to play up some
Cteepy [Frops, so long as you're not inoa puhli
place, System-wise, creation of the hand requires
that the charue ter secure the appropriaste materials
['["'I'-Jh:ihlt"r' I|‘H'1'H|L_f|‘| the wse of Health and f..c'grl!
[nlluence) and then succeed in @ Statle Mentyl
Challenge, ditficulry of seven Traits. OF course,
the invasion of a morial home st o common
scent |n Uvesetion sames, but otenever knows. .
Storytellers might see up an opportunity to use a
Hand of Glory ro anvade a vampire's haven, fior

Clampoos: Cicuangd
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instanice, with the power of the hand putting all

mortials present to sloep,

Be sure not to use the Hand of Glory just to make
il YLHIT |"-|-:-1*_r-:'r- of muitals sit oot the BaIme, II|||||j._:i1
This ritud] may be best used as a downrime action,
tlowing a Necramancer to soeak mio a aped (i mir-
tal houschold (or even to derermine whether a given
haven has any supernatural occupants),

Ocerron Uasvo MagrTo
(Lever Two Rrruar)

To cast this otual, the Necromancer needs an eye
from a compse whose absent soul beeasme s spini or a
Aherrvi. Thie ey is it 1y PrE tred in aprovess invalv.
Ing iricense, the new moon ind o pedod of midnight
chanting. The chanting climaxes when the Necro-
MARCEr TEOVeEs e I.||— !H'l LR A L I‘Ir!';l TL'T"HI:L'\'- it
with the one from the corpse {fresher 2 betrer), Kin
dred healing takes over at that point, sealing the eye
within the socker.

It the ritval suceeeds, the Necromancer perma
nently gains the Shroudsight ability (see p 164 of
Vampire: The Masquerade), This ability s always
aetive and does not require w roll,

Furthermore, tf it was o spettro corpse, the vampire
CHn i‘ 1T |'E-|I." "-'ill__:’:l'? LT |'|"¥_.:I'Il Hny ‘uI"l:'I."I'I i_I'! rl'I.L' ATEA

Thisability isn't very precise; rather than mind reading,
it's more like trying to overhear
tion i the next reom. Wich a Perceprion + ¢
!i'lﬂ N-..'L'r-ll:n.lr'.c-;-r Can J__'l1'.l!'| a3 Ve yamie ||i|r‘-|'|,---\.|| i1t
what the area spermi are up to. Batching this mll m
wiell eamn the Necromancer a riew deramsement Lt the
Storyreller's discretion ), as lstening in on the evil dead
is ot o-habie conducive ro meneal health

.1| R =L |-.|. LRI e R

This rivual has some major drawhacks, the fiest
being that its proper tesult is hideously ugly, Unless
rl-'lL' 'l-]rl'l'llL' WLEArs 'i'IT'Il._'_li'l':"‘:ll:"'- ar hin |'-\. NI |r|i|1'|
wiry to conceal her eve, her Appearance 15 reduced
by one do

Also, dead or rotred tissue 15 nor the best for
nommal perception. Any mundane visual Percop
tian tolls are ar +1 difficulty (possibly more if th
corpse had bad evesighrin life), Onothe ocher hand,
this very 11Jurr111£ offers somi PrOTeCiion agninst
Dominare and Eves of the SErpene: These Diici
plines are used agamst the dead-eved Necromancer
ar +1 difficulry

Mast importantly, however, the dpode o spettn
whiase body wias desecromed kniows it, and very likely
hates it The ghost can find the Necromanoer prssess-
ing his eye anywhere, and all weaithly powere wsed

e, Tt [ Riss i 7o Py




agninst the Necromancer by thae pardiculie ghost or
spectre are ar | difficulry.

MET Syatem: Basic Ritual. You pluck out your
vwn (charmcter's) eye imd replace it with the eve of
o corpse whose soul hoas become a ghost, If you
succeed in (e ritual challenge, you cin perma-
nently see mro the Shadowlands at will. B the ghost
wiis 1 spectre, you can also make a Mental Chal-
lenge against any spectre that you can see tadiscern
its next action, though this réguires an action on
e prect ard 15 yon Jose you gain o Derangement fior
the remuinder of the session. (Pick one 4t random;
a Dementation deck 15 good for this.)

Undergoing this ritusl causes you to perma-
nently lose one Soctal Trat and lowers your Soeial
Troit maximum by one. You alko soffer all the
drawbacks ol the Bad Sight Flaw, However, you gain
a one-Tralt reselurion bonus AR NsT Dommmare nnd
Serpentis: Eyes of the Serpent (and other powers that
regulre eye contict)

The ghost whose eye you've stolen can automati-
cably locare you and gains a one=Trait resolution bonus
agamnst you with all of irs Arcanor.

Tempesia Scupo (Lever Turer Brmuad)

Unlike most ricuals, Tempesta Scudo can be cast
speedily. The Neaomuncer pedforms a short snd nwlke-
ward dance thar ends with ber binmg through her swn
lip and spitting the blopd in a circle sround her. All
spirits’ petionawithin the circle of blood are madear +2
difticulry. All Risen within the circle have s penaley to
their petions of =1 difficulry.

Tor cast this ritual successtully, the Necromuncer
must spend one combat tum performing the dance. Al
the end of the tim, she makes a Dexterity + Perfor-
manee toll against difficulty 7 (ifdone oueside of combiat,
the difficuley is anly 6). During the nexr combar tum,
she bites through hier own lips (tuking a level of bashing
damiage) and spirs (spending one blood point). Then
the normaol ritunl voll is made to see whether the [owEr
takees effoer,

MET System: Intermediate Ritual. Despite irs
evel, this nitual rkesonly one tuem to cast, Expend one
Blocad Traie and rake one level of bashing damage. You
cin delinente o circle three paces in radius around you.
Any phost that enters the cirele suffers a two-Trait
renk lution L'-rll.||| i el ;||la_I1;|l]r_'-l.'|L_l|_'1': Risen suffer 4 one-
Trait penalty. You may wse Performance as the retest
Albility for this rituol

Basionve Diaporco (L evel Four Riiuar)
Clisting this rivual {5 o bit rricky becavse it requires
the removal of 4 leg hone from a living person. The
dotor must survive the remival (ar least for a Hrrle
while). The bone is then submerged in molten lead.

Oinee it ¢ools, the thin lead coating & inseribed with
Various runes,

The Mecronancer then uses this metal-shod bone
to beat it donor to death while repenting o droning
Gireek chint,

With a successtul roll, this ritual produces a
bastone diabolico or "devil stick.” The stick can be
activated by anyone who holds it and expends a
point of Willpower, Activation lasts for a scene,
and during that rime any ghest, spirito ot shettro hit
with the devil stick loses & point from its Passion
Pool (if vou'te wsang the rules from Wreadth: The
Oblivion, wraiths lose a point of Pathos and spec-
tres fose 4 peint of Angst). In addition to its normal
effects, this ¢lub does an additional die of damage
when used against the walking dead {not vampires),
and such dumage is aggravared.

Lnfortumately for the Necromancer, phiosts can
senise thar rhe bastome diabolico 15 bad news, even if they
don't know exacely whae the thing does. They tend to
stay away fromanyhody earrying one, which means that
all rolls for such a character to use powers that summon
o arteact spirits eccur at +1 difficulty.

The Giovannl clan stoves many of these cud
gels in their Venice voules, ond are gctually more
likely to lend one out to a neanate thun to teach
the ritual (afrer all, kidnupping somebody, man-
gling him and killing him was a lot easier (0 ger
away with a few hutidred venrs ago). Most older
devil sticks are made from tibins |;|.n1 i il s
who prefer a thinner, faster club) or femurs (for the
type who like a big bludgeon with a knot on the
end ). Modern Necromancers are just o5 lkely wo
use the p:lh:Hrl focrearea L:}HHI '|'!lll'||'|!'|i!'|'lﬁf Weapob
far 2asier to conceil.

MET System: Intermediate Ritual. Gener-
ally, ",'1;3:1.1"” use a |1Flr.llr-|.'- mortal for this r|||.|-.||'r ity
casting kills the subject (since you bear him o
death, Foul hastardn ). Anyone can use the resulving
devil stick by expending a Trait of Willpower. For
the remainder of that scene, the stick causes aper-
vated damage to zombies and other animate dend,
causes an extra health level of d:il‘]'l:i.j,.ti.‘ to such
heings and druins one Pathos from any wraith
struck or one Angst from a spectre, However, 4o
long as you have a devil-stick in your possession
{or in the same room!), you suffer 4 one-Trait
penalty on resolution of all tests ro summon and
compel ghosts with any power,

Adevil-stick uses the same Traitsand bonusesasnc

l.Jl"'-

Fsm o (Lever Frve Rituat )
Like Tempesta Scudo, Esilio is a quick and dirty
ritual, The Necromancer sitply speaks five syllables

CLansoor: Gevan)
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Mo one can dentify the custing language (ar
feast, no Giovanni is telling if he has). According to
the ritual's oblique history, this power of Necro-
mancy came from the bloodline that preceded the
Chovanny, and that the language s what God gave
humankind before the confusion of Babel. The leg-
end further states that while the particulur meaning
of the words is lost, they are whar Caine's father said
to him while exiling him o Nod.

Regardless of the truth of the marrer, the Words
of Exile are not spoken lghily, When the ritual is
cast successfully, it opens a hole within reality
itself — a rip between the lands of the living and
the darkest depths of the Underworld, This tear is
invisible to normal vision, bur to Shroudsight it
lowks like a picch black vorrex opening within the
vampire's own body (the very few unfortunare
enough to look into the gap with high levels of
Auspex are generally unwilling or unable 1o dis-
cuss whar they beheld within), Any wraith —
spmito oe spettro — clurched ta the Kindred's chese
is instantly torn to shreds, Grabbing a ghost in this
fashion requires a Clinch or Tackle maneuver, As
usual wich destroyed spirits; they don't come back
for at least a month, if ever. A spirito destroved in
this fashion tends to return as aspetiro, if it returns
at @]l

The Necromancer may clutch and destroy a num-
ber of spirits equal ro the number of successes she rolled.
Afrer thar, the vortex closes. It closes at the end of the
scere if e hasn't already.

Ut course, using one’s body as a portal between
our world and what o reasonably intelligent petson
might call Hell is neither simple nor healthy, For
starrers, It costs a blood point and a point of Will-
Fawer ‘,“']1“-]' |i‘ e s 1100 Hivean AUTOMATIL SUCCEsS an
the ritual roll). More tmpoctantly, each success
rolled inflicts a level of unsoakable lethal damage
on rhe Necromancer. Most importantly, every use
at Esilin permanently reduces the Necromancer's
Humanity by one point,

MET System: Advanced Ritual. Use of Esilie
rakes one twrn. You must expend one Willpower
Teaie and one Blood Trair. Any wraith you success-
tully grapple i instantly dispersed and SEIILSCTERIM
straight to Hell, ro return no sooner than a month
lacer {and possibly never). You may maineain the
portal 5o long as you sacnfice one health level
(considered lethal damage thar cannot be resisted )
{or ¢ach turn that Yo lnaep it apen, m_a:lu.jmg the
tirst eurn, You lose one Moraliey Trare when you
invoke this ritual (even the Parh of Death ond the
Soul finds it reprehensible, seeing as it desteays the
souls of the dead).

New MeRr1its AND FrLAaws
Merits- and Flaws are not appropriare 1o every

chronicle. See the Appendix of Vampire: The Mas.
qu::rndt for more information on using: Merlts and

Flaws in vour stories.

Consancumeous Resistance
(l-pr.SuperNaTURAL MERTT

Your character cannot be blood bound by anyone
whao shares his morral bloodline. That is, if you were
born into the Giovanni family, you cannot be bound
by anyone else who was born a Giovanni, though you
can 5till be bound by Pisanob of the Giovanni clan, or
by Kindred of any other clan. Similacly, a Dunsirn
with Consanguineous Resistance could not be bound
by others who were bormn into the mortal Dunsim
tamily, but could be bound by a Milliner of the Giovanni
clan (for instance).

Incidentally, the Giavanni are extremely suspi-
ciousof anyone known to manifest this quirk. Althouch
this blood-homie aberration husn't been documented, 2
few savvy Glovanni have a rough and superstitious idey
of what it is and does. It's genemlly nssocinted with
being a rebellious young emartass who needs 1o bie pur
down (this is not as unfair as it sounds; by the time 2
bond resistance is really obvious, it's probably because a
punishment isn't working), A tharacter whe is discoy-
ered to have this trait probably eams her sire’s hostility
at the very least

MET System: As described above, you cannot be
howind by anyone from your own mortal patrilinenge-
This t= most usetul if ather Glovanni of your family are
in play, of course, and can caute all manner of storyline
complications if you're found out

OROHY Hissen
A-pT. SUPERNATURAL MFRIT)

Before the Embrace, you received the rradirional
Giovanni Proxy Kiss. This means you have one free
dot of Potence, and the other members of yor ¢lan
tend to be comfortable thar vou were Embraced in
“the proper Giovanni fashion." On the downside,
you are partially blood bound o someone — prob-
ably someone ather than your sire. Glven the way the
anziani like to balance things out, you may well have
been Embraced by someone who dislikes or disagrees
with your domitor,

Yo muy take this Merit a second time (for a total
of B points) to gain a free dot of Fortitude, indicating a
YTy llmg RCIVICE 35 A IHI'II.ILLJ. I Vo -.iu 1 |a|:i, itmeans TI‘.Ii.‘J
you're: (a) partially bound o three Kindred, (b)) one-
third bound ro one and vwo-thirds bound to another, or
() fully bound 1o the Kindred who Fmbraced vou, wha
will probably be in deep shit with the elders — if she
tsm'e nn elder heself.

CHamen Tt Ir Rams iy e Fumy




MET System: You begm play with a partial
blood bond o one other Giovanni Kindred (if an
spproprinte one lin't In play, the Storyreller should
wiork with you o come up with one), You gain the
Busic Patence level Prowess in addivion to vour other
Diseiplines, and you can learn the fist Intermediare
level with vour starting Discipling levels, I you
spend erght Free Traits for this Merit, you come into
play with partial bonds to rwo Glovanni Kindred or
o full bopd o one, and you alse eain the Busic
Fornewde Discipline Endyrance.

SANGUINE INCONGRUTTY
(Fpr. Prysicar MertT)

Lriovanm with thie atavism are lew and far be
tween — fewer than o dozen reported msmnces have
ocewrred since the clon rose e the ashes of theelan
thar preceded them. Kmdred possessing it do not
pear the Curse of Lamia; their Kiss causes nio more:
damige thun the hlood loss imself. These vampires
wquire a peculir pallor upon therr Embrace, how-
ever — they look like corpses, and no amount of
blood ingestion can fush cheie fentures (o8 othier
vampres are able ro do), Giovann with this Merit
are attorded wide bereh, us the Grovannd cend o be
qUItE superstitwus whonr i

MET System: You have a peculiar codavernous
appearande chat gives vou aome-Tralt resolution [Hem
alty on all Social Challenges relying  on
Appearancesreloted Trades, Youshould use special nmoke
up to represent thiss blue around the eheeks and lips,
black under the eves and o general whire around the rest
ul '|i'|1.' Phee 1s L'!l.JlJI.I ATArt. 1 |1,|'I.'|."l._"\‘1_'!', ViiL R IR ATH] JL.|_||:-I-1_'|
from thve morntdl Ciovunn disadvanrope.

Isovigeen ( -pre. 1o S<pr. FLaw )

Inbreeding, o' commen uccurrence among the
tncestuons Ciiovanni clon, can take mony forms,
anid this Fluw s best discussed with the Srofyreller
111_'14.ITL'-'I1'I:..!".L.I kst for lwer character. The Inbred
Flaw covers all monner of physicul, mental and
crotional defecte, A one-pont Inbreeding is some-
thing simple amd unobitrusive, such as eves too ¢lose
togerher or nn pnderbite. A t|1:|'|'|.-—-|'-u||1| Inhl'vmhng
s mwope severe: o congenital health condivion {for
martals) or o crippling physical deformity, Five-
ponnt lnbreedings are prossty disabling or emotionally
crippling — everything from uselessly atmphied
legs to o perminent Permsement, decided oo -
tually by the player and Storyteller. Inbred
cotditions may o oy g be mmediacely discern-
ihle, ehough their point cost should be relarive o
ther magnitude.

MET Systems The flows of nn Inbred Gievanni
must be worked our with o Storyieller. For one

Traie, you suffer o one-Trait resolution penalty on
socisl Challenges, because vou have an unwhole-
some ur flawed physical appearance. Forehree Trairs,
your sufler this penalry and also a one-Trait resolu-
tion penalty on Physical Challenpes due 1o
congenital health defects. For fivee Traits, you suffer
from an effect equivalent o one other Fluw chosen
by the Storyieller in addivion o che previous hin-
drances; maybe pou're also Lame, or you have an
extrn Derangement.

HATOW WALHER
G- SupernaTuRal Fraw)

The Giovanni clan is by 18 nature inexoruhly
tied to the realm beyond the sudovio. Giovannt
suffering from this Fluw are so rtied ro the
Shadowlands thar ¢ven in the londs of the living
they we forced o interdact with che warld of the
dead o nichtly basis: Ta shadow walkets, obijects
in the Underworld are as real s anvihing to be
found in the physical world: Such vampires find
that the ghosts of walls may tmpede thelr flight,
ghostly ohjects may strike them, and wraiths' pow-
crswork as i the Kindred were on the farside of the
Shroud. Thid Flaw is similar rothe Ash Dath power
Dead Hand cxcepe that Shadow Walloer is :||'l.l.'1|',.lr- i
and it innoway allows the character possessing ir to
perecive beyvond the Sheouwd — see p. 164 of Vam-
pire: The Masquerade [iir details

The Storyteller may derermine thar cerraln
Shidowhinds ropography inrerferes with you. Un-
less you have a Merit or power to do so, you can't see
into the Shadow lands, €0 you have 1o be careful in
feeling your way about — essentially 2 blind man
subject to the Underwarld landscape. You may be
restricted by immaterind walls or enviconmeneal
effects at a Sroryteller’s discretion. More tmpor-
tamtly, weaiths can pffect you directly — a wraith
attacking your inflicts dumage without any special
means on his purt. Conversely, you cun affect things
i the Shadowlands with your physical body, though
chimees are thar you do so blindly, Your possessions
and Wedpons: dovnoy have this special facilit b st LS
possibile for you to swing o swird thar passes chrough
a gheetly wall, only ro have your hand stopped by
the will, or to have @ gun thit can’t shoot ghosts
wheres theirrelic guns can put holes in you. Obvi-
ously, this Flaw {5 appropriate only for a game in
which mrereron with weaiths §s faiely common or
a Storyteller wants to piy shove-average arrentivon
to the Uniderworld.

MET System: You are fully subject o the
Shadowlinds and the ghosts there. Ghostly archi-
recrire blocks vou and wrarthly sreacks can ingure

Cloeaocks iy
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yous You can'r acrually see the Underworld without
the use of other powers, but you can be impeded by
it. When and whether this occurs is a matter for
storyteller discretton, but it can be guite 8 hin-
drance if you're trying to, say, artend a meeting and
a ghosely wall buars entry to the room, or i you need
tov flee an enemy while ghosts also lash out ac you.
Typically, a Marrator should wake an opportunity

ONCE POt Fame T manifest some inconvenience,
causing one of your zctions to fail suromaricnlly,
This fatlure might be as simple as “You can't flee
becavse you tun into a wall” or perhaps, “You
attempt to Dommate the mortal fils becase o phiost
suddenly shrieks and bepms fringe ppun ot voun." For
the one challenge, you fail sutomanically, reteses
and overbids norwithsranding.
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e hield fudue ot muaindy from his depravities. Viemes
pitrl be faked, Deprmities are ved.
Kl [Sinzk

At ance revered ond revibed, the iy hove ngmee and Fe b almoit iovsciably so with thie Goovanni, Wiiether
Amiikiyes LLEIF|'|'.I|!|:J|\'-';!II},.'|HEH'I'L.LIH.W'IHHI lienncls thirny b Hrvean tled 1o Catholic il centiiries of ancestin 1.l..||'1.*h||-1 s
OTeAR st hievements is the same desive thar leads therm ro thes [||.n.c|.] shuttne or chirnal |_1I:-||I'1:| a Glovann) must e Her
mist vilgar indulgence. |5 e the ase with all grear men and rght to excess,
wortben ! Toes every saint Dilde o secret sin ! And of e does, dines Let us, then, see who ansd bom

rhe ilest ol stnewers ek witkudn him the T ol senius!

Chommer Thire: Seimmntnps ase CHamis Houss

8l




SwmaLe-BrLoon ['H:-u 1Y

Quotes Yo won't ynderszamad, and ['vie bor b trer thivary fo il
thar expluin for fuch's sake

I}Fl']lil.!l"- '-'I Wi -||!|r1|'_|||':'1|1 alt ||_l|,'r|'||_'4 r_gL'Lt_-\. 1l ore [hﬂﬂ o nian B e ey Chbwmn s e 111
Fiile X 4 ] it Tibambos st i ke
vk You have o be locky and smart enongh o be chosen, That Pty Courmauii Bingle Biged w
I
P HILS Yoy |'|.'|'.-| I !'-1-' WM -’-.|l'|.;,.| Tl e % 'l"-"l'll'fl'l‘r’ A TR [Ty
[LECTEET & LT Plistini
Yo mre l.'.':'lllhl,-_ Mg g L = PR |
Wi Fornguinan = S [ - [ree—
"""Ih SOMATLeT |'.|!|.|l!'l arny :l'l"II!.: ||l.l‘-l|1|. ',--.Iull.'l,' Ever mer ST gy - Wy -

bl W AR LT

ind yon've ol s known L Sure, sometimes e Fumdsle-

Wouig Bdei 1
tucking dumbasses got the better of you due to the caprices of gy pasize, R iralis
circumstance of physieal development. Sure, they made vir i
1 I 1 L E k] A
e prety L:t-‘:1-.|.l|:1'.'| uncomfortable, bur thats telr minm prireraill ol

" i 3 L LR (]
stupidiey abwoes hotes melligence. Blindness olwavs covies b
v i
mght, Parr of thetrsouds can abmest reach fora Light thut would Lk a4
for thetn be o blinding revelation and which is for vou EET o
) : . 2 ] T
common thavght, They can SCFAC Yol j“.]l.lllj_lli bt ol WA e B

tome st ved perceptions wereever allowed o rise to the leyel

of consatwaness, rthe ||l:'-}!.:.i.! winuld be g6 Intense thut thevd

o
probably swallow thetr own tongues i die on the spor, hoping e b
tor orbliviomn the whole tme, They can't let themiel ves under kB WY i e e
srared vows: Todoosa wanld be to urberly condemn themselves ARRRRE OO He 3
L
Ensier tio torinent, — L PV e
g smERRO00 00 iale]
Oy vour family —_ IRTRECDR ARG bR 1
they'se alivost as 1 1himi- — e i e e R
! =[] Eiel=tsEatats
nated 4y you L IOROOOGHT

underszands the truth.
Thev've Hoally seen
that the only -.L:r|~|||'||.' WEL 48t remove you from the drab and "'“'”'"i—' wiztld of
< ket ity it schools and (es malls and i WOF Sriurckdown, to unlock the doore
af tmmartality and give you an eremiey to comprehend the third way hetween bemg
inid nothingness.
You're kenrmimg fase-and are anly gomig o speed up s you g Woe to
anyane Uy Your wily,
Concept: You're shockingly srrogant and almost siarn enough o
mike it stick. You've been foscinated by death aned disdainful of Life for
ns fongeas you've been conscivue. Frankly, piving up life ard the pretense
of humanicy hias been the best thing thar ever bappenad o vou
Roleplaying Hints: Necromaney matsers. The Giovanni
family {snd, @ a leser extent, the elan) matten Muoney Is just
a imes tooan end snd you can't be bochered with fr Do foct, |
it's ot :‘\wi-:n.rr.'-m.mm,-. I:r'n noE worth A miFmenn of VEMIT %L1+
||Tr'llll']1.' -'I'ij‘zl-_"iHi:I'IL'll !!h:lli_ﬂ'-! If you dan't understand
something, it must be because it's not worth understanding
Yiu're somewhiag surprised thal ]"t'm;‘.iE dislike you, hut you
really don't give o fuck about them anyway
Equipment: Black ritual robes, or wharever orher elothes
the servamts hamd you. POS phone, laptop compurer, stanele
cord, PDA, a chaoffeur and o procurer to ke care of the ugly

details of existence

Clanmoo: Ciovann
&
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=
Hurfurn Emaracn
Quite: | fust wosh semeome had rold e fare mnich - eosker
feecding 5 vehen yio kil them free
Prelude: You enll hoven't recoversd,
Before ioall stareed, life was good. Sure your parents
sent you off to apravate school with no bovs, and the snotry, _ Sr T
stuck-up bitches there made fun of vou for betng "new O —
money,” nnd when vou come home yiir FTOOLS never let
ol o ot nrccempan ied because i wasn't safe.” Bur vou e R———— i','l::"'_"_' ; e
had cute clorhes, los of money {new or old, meney s ot | Matin Ao oo
money ) wnd sorvants who hed o put up wich any shit you e e e __',:::‘_ e
decided 10 diih at them : mx :n:
Then the world went mud. “ .- sl :..:Eli EEE?
It was Ef D de Los Muertas — “the Day of the Dead " At =i - e i) roid
First you thongeht 1 was an enrthgualee, when the dishes imered oy e—— i T
breaking and everything started fiving around. Bue earth- A ot et SUBN | |y ST
quakesdon't make walls bleed, don't ke saomds e how oy fuitee: i s e
wirers, Ulnele Hugo rold von that the Fisanob mile the dead, e o
buat you'd never netually seen the dead unil that night, Then = e .
vou watehed (her rranslucent forms N - " =
fling yowr browcher diown e s — wEssss ooq ! E
chise your cook awiy withoa bom- B
img, atrhorme tallechoth; bogsr your e — &
fneler bt the air and rearar his ' e e
clothes .. Youranohen, bur the ! ale e ] e |:J

rooits i the prden became homds,
F'*Ll”tlli: Yioa Te the J.."TIHII'I.IJ. The
'-iﬁH'T Tl yei saw et lnoked no more sulbstantil than CIgALe TEe smeke, bur che l-L;mu-m:'r
i drowe between pour eyes was completely solid
The next thing vou lnew was hunger. You were drinking from the corpses of your
servantsoven before you reidized whar you wiere doing, Unele Hugo wasstnding shove
you, frowning, Thaee," he suid, *1 weaneed your inttiation to be a beautiful thing, not
this rushed and ugly mess. Snll, berter this than for your Pisanob soul w fall e de
hands of those wpemis”
Yiow're nervous, and vou miss your parents, ot you'te alse looking forward to your
lesioms. Yiowea think of o Tew Cubngs vou'd like o diso the spirts who ntcked oL
home. Kot tomention those hair-pilling bieches g elool.,
l' \\ Coneept: Youwere 4 spoiled, immature [6-year-old gl who hndn's grown up
H\ and whe now never will. You'll never kiss your first boy with: living lips, you'll
\ never really understand making love, you'll never have chat final growth spurt
Bur you'll nho never miss what you never experiencel
Roleplaying Hiots: Everyone over 30 is either really stupid or really
scary Yon put up n toagh fron, but don't forger thar underneath you're o
young il wha warched her family die and saw that hammer coming straiehs
al ber busnd. Justwhen evieryone has dismissed vou as a bubblepum:brmed
twit, you can come throngh with a perception that's surprismaely accurate
v vmspoiled

Equipment: Clothes from BOBC and Betsey Johinson, Vespascoarer,
Victorin Ash O

Cougonk: G




Briren MatroN
Chuoves O, don't wirry abione me oz all, T frest sit usvee v ghe

TR P’,LE
Wi Favylpe AL T ey 11T
[ mnen . L e L

s Sigwanni Hitter Mertrun

darete cned kit swend e frcking sweater, vou ungracefid liele wheve
Prelode: Youwere raised i the Mausaleam, ot the very

himrs of the Gidvannl family. Alrogel your famidy oried b

keep you g insulated as possible, there are lnnies even b

T ]y
imumertids' powers af concealment — especially when they o o
hive s0 much o hide, By the time you were 12 o0 knew
it vamplies. By the vime you were 14, vou nod only knew
the facty about shouls, you eagerly awaited the honor of the
Frivey Blss vourael|

Y L'-:'['T wanIﬂg_. "."n-|sn.||l.' TRt 1.--;'5!!," T WITTe rr_ll._l o
lew et when yon resch vour full growth.” Then, "Perbinps &
ifrer o v m child oo As veaged, thitlresctses became

more g lnbomre - Ihrr','[1rii1.x|'-.|xl.-'n'|rr'lu;'.'|rrhm'_-nng{||1-.:|-:;|..!.J;._-;|
!?'. |'|:.| n.||1 |'|| -r'nit mr I VITAE M |:_I!;1||||4!I. TI"'!I =:|1u|\'|_' ||| ||"||' r|;1|_'r_=-5
whiere s 40-year old winren was acceprable bot a younger

wesivian wondl excite eormment. fivalizee et
L . R ey Retaness O WiCH
Vo became 1 ghoul ar che humilintineg aee of 35 chanks o tanan . -
yowar ower son. Youought to be partiolly bound to ot lepst o dozen Bt 7l Lt ul
[ |
VMM |‘H,{1":;|I_1:1|.‘.|.-'|' yinrrides eREAAEEE 0 it
perate etorrs to stave off b= bl =
furthier e, MNow, at lnst, - alaloto T TV -

Chiy' v nven v vour
chae, At lost !||I-|"-'L' [ | s : _-:: [ H;
cetved the Embraze and

can becunsidered ar oyl
by the other Powers Thioe Be a the clan. Excepr rhat everone i Venlve koows thae
wiybody Eibraced] soold must be unimporeny, fic only to admisingly obey the arders of the
supeniars wio have her bound
Thiey dion't sigpiecd that yol Fare them s mieh as v love them. But when
B you asked permizsion oo o Americs — Yihe Lund of the Free,” after all — 1o
.l,"'. '.'.':1.'11| LT 1|'||.'|‘j|_' :-,'|'.t'||_l|||_u,. LJ;_:.[.!‘L_' ?'&[.a..]-nl T]_]\_'l_. -,||,||!],|. |,-|,,.|\, r |,~-|--_!|-_|| 1 -.||n.|u,-| I
v b Beae old dee wirth o few new tricks, after all

Caoncepts The family fs everythmg to v ond i they'd voly pppreciate

all yau have tooffer you conld be a or mee ta it You just wane the rEspe
i by yod o Kindeed and j Glovvannl You've e viour dues 0 hundred
""j tumes ver, and you'll be doubly dened i you're s o lee anyvone
n  heneach fou have an easier tie of
Hﬁ"lf.'["li'l‘!-'iTIE Hints: Iji' I!".‘I.'IL'-:LLhJE yel i'llhl]'.' ra the authorities
immediarely over you, Be fawnimge mod ndmaning sownrd the real el diem
the emes even you rare v sawan the Mawsoleum, andwho tiensiore
neyver tsked vou todeanything demeaning or humiliszong, Be emonin
ally rurhless v YEMIT ITHET IO,
Eguipments LizClatborme dresies trom o vearor two oo, sermilile shues,
aich [rrsi with i Siv-Sauer P-230 handgun inalde. Alse, & nice st
aburminwm cane.

i ks

CHamen Theke; Seiareronotes ane Coonir Hosss
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Dipromal [PROVOCATEUR
Craites "Necro-moestiis Mot '™ Really? Aved div v e
bive everything v s tells you!

Prelude: Whether vou were gerting a biscoru from Auni
Gina before dinner pr petting Cousin Angelo o pur lonon
in T back, your most powertul weapon has always bean
yonr somile

e il e fun: [hey can do o lotof nice things forven, [0

particilarty nice i yoocan gertheiss befire vou have o give them
poies, but hagglmg runs in the family and you suspect you got W
donble dese of 1

Vs revebved] the Prosy Kissfrom Angelowhen youwers 20
(Fle always hod o sl gpit for you when he wis alive. O mayke
iecomld be Berter describod asa Bard spor. Anywiy, bue recopningd

1

talenit, ] A bis bl sevennt o Tarceloa, some vamprres o T —
i 1 =y e s i "
other clans erbed 1o Tuee you owny, Sure, they hud the POWET 14 Surmleis -y L i
L Poheicy L R
ko pou went 1o pleaie thiem, but they never séemed to realine e
Ol Wb ks

|J.'|.l|. Wik -Lll.‘-l.l I.1-'-IJ.'||:L'J e |11L:'.l!-tf Tﬂltn—k!h:

-"!IDH,'I_:T!l- TTHER B ||H'|J i.'llLl; r"ll. UI'."” 1|I”|1 Were '|['|'11T'||_|]'|r"|_'||.,'|_|_ 1y} ! o
directitg the vendert auin s fhiwrn— - iy
n hisassassipe— bt more > TREEER O ot -
In L
yon were esseniial in i m : Cnetpl | 4 B
(RN F NIy [ LPTE i
:'l'l_]]v-,:lhf_' [re rI'IuF _— (RInE=Arawinanuniaf] by T
the imost tm —— L e

ONODEEoOOD
PO i [0 T A e :Jh
Kindred (0

Barcelonn fele that the¢lon's killers sere-dowe the custders a favor by

“enforcing the Masquersde” Smonthing r|‘u|u_.:- over eared i you
eecent Fmbwace, and vou're now n goad with both yvour famly and
thse ehirming ionecents i the Camartlln

J Yo weren'treally given a chotee abour vour BEmbrace, and there's
"p- o Lot of things you miss sbout lifie, You miss biscood and sunbuching,
net B mennen ses. Bt ooa or of seays ity eascer o slieep wairh
someone for the faoily's sike now thin yon den'’t seally feel any
thing... niow that yeu're dead,

Concept: You e naturally churming, cute and o possd lpaener,

b yon'd Been borr oo aneuher family, vou'd probahly hove prown

up b3 be aprent sales pRiocinbe, or ever nonlk dhicw host, As s,

posi"te plaving " lmpartial thied paeee™ tochie Comant i on bl ot
your elders,

Raoleplaying Hints: Be nice (o people in waya that don's
cost anything. Be disarmingly honest with the people who ure FLEEf -
Lo IR 1J|. ARRITH Even il it Woesn't |T||'|_|'|_h' [i‘l_-;_"_1_1_|. l'|_:..'-u:'||_|. It ImpTEARES AT
'-\'Ill-.lli!lg. Yinn're ET 'd ti '_-;.“HH’Ii.! VEOLE W;a'l, |"_'n.'.11|.-.| r"-"-"Pl'-' natueal 1y w LT Y]

prlense youw, I chworeed, pour bue don’tmnke n bigdeal of it You'll always
\ bave tomirrow gl
* Eguipment: Versalato evening gowns, PCS phone, putomaric
HH. phatal, BRWS 330 comvirnilile, roofies

&t




NMumsizes Burn v
Quiate: Cio bick yorer mother's pivs-flaps | you seupid cprie!
Peetude: You never bod tostemd om the dole, Baechardidny
ety were pampered, No, guite the contrury; yourfamily
Life wune onie thine could huve benefited from o few of is member

T il Wi Bl enlilly
biving o stand o line to eollecr Aaancial aid. [0 wonld have AT
| = ey [ 2

given them less time todock youin the refrigerann or seampyon
totlless iy celelration ol an Abendern victony

s o ook yonrr licks Tike a0 emwing boy shoulid sed
pltimately inhented allof the perks thae came with the Donsim

wet, Tl

E"lllll'.1'|'.E|!'||li:.I"-'I.L[:l'-[1|1|_"!1'||"|u"‘,' 'iTll.lrl':-]_"rH t-i'fiLI'I!n!lf-lT I.'.'H:‘;.I&;Ai'liT - :
i fon o o cesmtribuate a livdke how ]l gansen of your cwn You et o et e i
- . ; i " . lutew TN
Poghit dneo thie underbelly of the fnmily husties und foamd o e ot iy et
i W - wiald  tTe i i W)
i'l:“.'. |||."-|I1|' Il]l SAME CENESENS 1.'1|]-:I ll.h! |'|||'4|T'I{‘|_ﬂ["|| I SrCaT T o LI pry TG
tonighendng-p it the mon vou had become, Shortly therent T ——
y
ter, vou became spmething else altwetler i it T et T M P B
W £y x Sarkarni mwc PRiesos _ mma
You weelk: for one of the off-the-hooks branches of the il P e (heiste
! ] Hisblrids L[ TES (EEET Sel bareriliemive Wil
[Puansien family. Whitle your whate-shirted avnes and uncles may i Py
beowed o oulliondeb, i up o ladslike vou o gocolleer them, == ==
Tou'reone of the Genmsof Grampion, a B 1t A e Heminny frssss —
fi:ki“'l'{il'.‘IJ Tl lu.'ﬂ':,' and e ot {I‘u_‘ ter- EEEEE

rors of the Whiskey Tl S0 long
as everyone knows i vou're on
vorgr of g Eame

Croncept: You bave o pe
markahly b

§

it disposition fof i

oA Kindred — thee dotr i thit so many of vour elders seem ta labor under hias o hold onyou
f."- .'L"L\ [t's mot Becavse you're some thick-wittell mooncalf, though. Yod're just glod finally oo be
s T dealing out the drabbings instead of taking them.

Roleplaving Hints: As rovgh-and-tumble g yons've become, old habies die hard
N You'll never be an wlpha dog. You're beteer off doing whar you've told and you kniow
R in. I scmecne erminrns ol vy LI |'I|.|1hrm:| them, b if 1]1111',"11' .1{.‘1I|.1l|}' b uh.u.-,c_rh
tir St up tayou... uby, [fsprobably Becawse they're wugh enough o back it up,
Beteer o standd downand nor have vour teeth kicked in sgain, And it anyene thinks
thit makes vou b coward, well .. they probably dldn't have it as rough s you did

whemn they ware younger. They don't know.

E{IUjIITIlIl'1i1: E I'HL |- SLIE, |Ii|fE'.l|1' I'llIH WL || I-"\-r‘ii |'||'-| =, 'l.'.'.l|l |1{I ;Lh|'|
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Prrimat Confactsx 2
Endurrng - _Genaritione3
Sooceful InfluesrefHenlthx 1)
Wiy IsrLuencel

MouraL _u_u,._...u_lﬂzmn
Dominate (Command]
Lurming Porence (Prowess Might. Yigor)
Dt lermmeec!

Shrawd x 2 e
MenrTe & Fraws

ANILITIES

Brogwl Infimidation
Drive Meles

Firaarms

M ORI dootlg
T OO ap oply SIS .
i 9 @l 11
il sfivinon
(a0
CLo9®
%xuuﬂm 1] uﬁ.u
Povwy Husasioy v ms_"mEr__u:xE
F toets
.H"_un.,_u_ Eererationx 2 )
Staiwert R Inflemnce (Fronee 21 Paliticain])
Tireless Resources x4
IsrLuENoEs
Bociat
Chorming  Ingrotigtingx2
Ergmified s
.m.na_& B
Mestal DiscrpLInes

Dedicated] Deminote{Command :
Eoedgecley? Mesmirism Forgetful Mind]

Dbsepvantx2 Fartitudz{Endurancz)
Potient x2 o

AsIurTiue Mearrs 8 feaws
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Law
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Aane-Tye- Ay
Quivees We do hawe eme apiom
e

"
Erus il

dlon' teellamvyrme Lo fievid som

i, 47§ e e seerer— phae walf e oo come o of his

aigllirye e ipeme - Towons b eoory or gl bras irandfl e effective. 'm

g o '|.l.'-c.} (Al I.lf-'.ll. Wit o i flul.'--r (A Jene rvlmr. )

Preludes How the bhell cananyone in the Bty not koo
rhar the whole genenlomy & ndidled with vampires! Even if they
o't see the sstution for whae it reilly b, even thee childeen
Frosve ki ke thiar something s nor gaice right. Ther again, ic's

what the CGhiovann| nre browght up knowing, . noture versis
rarrture wred all thar,

Luekily bor you, you were clever enough tocatch on guice
early. You took the Proxy Kis at 16 ind were Embrsced of the
unzle!, . whenhe came

to you nid psked it you wanted in oo agon deal he was working

ripe old age of 20wfrer tuming tnoyour

ot with snne Sabbar slobs m New York. OF course; vou topl:

ovier tor him afrer the anzang bl their way wath b, bue

nobosdy knows thae At lepst, you hope noone knows
Tourstrong sense of whiat wos right for the family sirned

W lilt.' -ll_-l:'i:'1.lL|'|..' of mnny ancillae .11!!.1 = ||.h.'_|'1, — Worll Were One

of the up-and-comers. Hoving been Embraced so young, you
il Bcd o sense foe what the "profitable youch demooraphic”
wined, Yoirpushud oo und E juse before they becamie Buge
ez mode vilualle inroods on che doog enid. Poskiog por
wind in comtnet with the hocal gangs, whocoub] always use guns
il decigy of their own. You hoad quice literally becomie the |
Chavani winderking, muking money wirth thie Mido tnch,
Thoat's why it so steange thoe vour e@ldems hpve aded
vioud g B n e s Hadson eo che Clamup o, "W 0 o .,
fucking dead-end [REATEE T i"f'u-l'T'.|E1|| wisl wenl o
Fromm ore toowareh o Lot mihe's wiews, e couldn'e
vl Dy iyt v ] — elue wluslis Srepssiom 'q/
menr” srinke of somebody's venderea, somewbwre |
W hen v firid o whi i 5, voud | ke thom [y frw r"
wfusitwdenime thise past fow yenre of elernity N
Concepts Starus carme qubcldy forvou sl vanished
(et ois 1 1|'|~r|'- Youirsilvers tongue and savvy ate asees
i yenr mew mole as the prince’senvoy, In the end, though,
wona v learmed all g well hins dowririelie merce oy s
"Kindred”™ thing 5. Mow vour lovaliy is b0 yowmrselF, s
ol Caieevanny (or the

:il.r.‘l‘1 |!|:.III11.

yiou'll |'i.|'|.' foor thie Cammariila
=abhar, should you run ok whoever'
worth tlie most oomafort is who you seick with
Roleplaying Hints: Youre playinga ridicul oosly dan
serpites g andd you know it —onee either side knows
that you're nar even worth the meager truse they'v
placed inyou, i1 ull be over, [¢sa shame thar you're such
1 bumout at oo early age. You boed mwch o offer the
bl P fick them — they had their chance. Untl
they or someone else catelies vou i the middle of this
week's douhle- TS, Y| I [fwee the ||j|__1l'| vl e
Equipment: Zeznn wardrobe, new Mercedes on
:'Hl” Term |l' (L Irl:|r|1F:| l'l'l\.'l'fi.'lrlL' h:"“:llr il'll-rlmll'l'lrll'll:

sestupn laoes, alusndem baseball bac

Cramnoon: Giovisn
a0

\

fea nm: Bonsrvgnt
Tradaral et
10 Tl PO
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[Psanon CGrrave RORRER
Quirte: Flere's 100 dollary Amvericom, Crome back moom bour
and demr's all avrpome | was here
s e, = Prebude: Pour davea week vou stole vour Tood, Bur some
o r Bl Ciay Pk ey tmes only three; like when the chiurch bad ahololiv menl. o
u"tﬂlllll_"f.l“i i Eﬂd clothes were whateversomeone left bimmineon the clothesline
| e llfbeirin e pee il il e Cnee you were obd sniugh todomk — B2 — eemezavmmic vichier
= i, from belind one of the taurters’ bars orfrom the hotelsswhile dh
I i i |IE"|['1I'I-I.'L1 L1 ATy in the deliveries. You bad pi fia W |-|-|,-| el
| Mo bty another urchin in the sprawling hell of one of the larges
it cities on Earth
e [hot's when you et vour new beaoonn, e took vou off
=k:” thie streer, gave you clean clothes, fed vou Al he wanted in
kv rerurn wassome help procuring M specinrens” He'd even Tiely
| [ T yio lesrn his new “Block Sclence.” For o briel time, yoy
Spaed e strugpled with the scope of your new dutics — srealing bodie
it gl S wasn't something aGod-fearing boy should do. In the end,
| though, voudecided thar God didin't know whit thines were
| == sy et like onside of Heaven., You did whiar voui e 1o, and if o
BT — — i e 3 o tir—— meant you wollbd be Damied, so be
EFEEEWEEOOrn H ' 7 1 )
! My li!-.u]',' gets break. G
That's how the Cainlee
wortld wiarles, espec il ly biem
4 OOOOEHa0L in Medeo iy, withe nll

these Dl
il ted Sabbat
runningarcund, breaking legsamd biting ofl hieads, [t wasn't any different for y
vl when vou were mortal, and things haven't climeed since vou died
Concept: You are leaming the Pisanob's new faith every pigh
with the help of your sive. What you ure dolng s uodentably evil, bur
sometimis God needs evil ro make the pood worthwhile My, 5"

N

NN

f —=int
T.'a_:‘s‘ﬁﬁ

-

the sire says oo much mtrospection dan't good for a bay m you
postilon, You cant guire rell, but you think he's being condescend-
prr Afer wll, bl seetms to ‘ii"l!!‘ll.l o urEnt deal of time thinking and f
writing and reading He's prabably just being stingy. Either that or
he thinks you're too FEUL‘IJ to dowhat he does. Uil LNl !-ll_:ilh' it
out, you do what the sise says, bringing him the bodies and leaving
1]|I|"1|' ;—!lrl"' j'l\ ‘lll' FI'.I" :lEI.lTH'

Ruleplaying Hints: You know that betng Damned means mone
than Just minnmg armnd smd digeing up the dead, but the sire =0t
showing you, Hle b been good to you, bur vou know thae the other
viamperes diof't do whine you dio, The sire says they re all wicked and
paing to Hell, but they my all Caimites are alrendy going w Hell,
anycay. Wouldn'e (0 be berer to dey whar you wantied Instead of
fetching desd people when the sire told you to? [t's a liede scary to
thanle about, bt it might be worth the risk.

T
m‘l“}

‘I'.|'|I-'|

: ..|H-Il"ﬂ ]

Equipment: Secondband blazer mod khokis, .

f

']I.'l'ln'I:i. rosnry

urren Thiaets Shinserioeotis avo Chivirel Housis
9|
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THe DrGENFRATE '
Quote: Yer, 'm guite aiare that you're the prince. | s

wimdering how lomg it wosld be Before you mtroduced senrself \ AT
Frelude: In your experience, people respect thar which e b it el 17
thisy could nevér consider themselves daing. The poar re. Tt T S B 3T
spect ol flch, the tich redpect the famous; the fomous - Amtum -
respect the powertul. Only the mosr n:m_'l:prlun,a! comm 11-"1'..“'.'.4“”' ._"“: ey I : e Dimjres — e
wealth, fame and power ar once. As you were born o that —— v ¥ wt
cuate, you had to oy even harder to distinpuish vouesalf, — - -+
After ull, whar good wis belng tleh, fameous and influentinl if Aireern i A o
all YOUIr peeTs wore, ron ! ."2.._ puticznd e
Totdmtend, you mened o mboo, [n the game of sociol one- b ey
uptmansip, yon ser o far bolder standacd than any of vour e manaiiiay
comparrion: Ler them have thew whores and their designiers [T — P
drugs behuml thetr respectnble fagades. Onece your parents had e ——
“mene,” you forced your sister to bearyour daughres — anid then B R B e sl Pty o
forced your davghirer to boar you n son. Suchdelectable debase: Mok e
ment! Such ostenmreioos delighr ! leservour vain on five like e %:-E’ E'-:' —— —
cocatne youahor imto your member just 10say vou did il St L p— o
Eventually, though, vour acquiintarnces grew b by ——  —— i3 —
desgusted und éschewed your com- ' _ — = weessannne §
party ar-follawed in your tricks und — —w e s E'
died trying te keep up. Looking — domeHnnaby :

bsck wpion your life, you sée that
you have accomplishied little in
the way of lusting lmpore be-
yond spending vour fomily's
luere. Mow that you're desd —
oh, fuck it You inay changé some
might, buk i won't be tanigh.

Uiriver! Ol ts thie senvatioe’y party!

Conceprt You have difficalry dis
ringuishimg berween positive and
negaEtive attenton, In et in your
mind, little differentiation exsts be-
twieentt thee twis, [Hsgust |s the same as
ervy; shock the sune s apprecition.
Somewhere deep inside, the raronal pas
of you renlses thar you see ripidly sinking
ity owns hell; you slowly cease to exist as a
person, becoming ostead the mere sum of your
mishehavior. 1= thar the ultimate fame! Or the
ultimate fallure]

Roleplaying Hines: You sre thestar, snd i
vow're naty you will upatage bami Unlife 1500
competiion for finste glameour, and no one re-
membem the loser. Be coreful wiel thrs choricen
Phon'r let the characrer’s immamurity overshiadow
his role i the chronicle. He exises ultimarely ar the
whim ot others, and lis inclusion in s story should o
be sl ns an excuse for a player with similar needs for
arcenfion o honee the chromele's sporlighe

Equipment: Yes “ H
1 o |

Chisrmes Thsr: Sianerowcns s Conne. Hoies
03
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.. :
B Fimouciary Wizarn | i L
'I.‘?Lu-{l,': Wee: oo biew one thad drrey Timemdor's Ten for -
ilier omd wievire Off the bl debe gy pex creedie. 10 bemifal e[l |
} s . ; THT & T A ik
midke money before we iam the fildce sven d sm il yipht laber q AT irvii A e it
) 2 - i diy j& Wiswrry [T )
Preludes You know how your relanves spend money, The Kt - £ seerit PliRut5 1y V¥ird
privblem is, thar metey's goma cotme from somewhene. The y—
. ; ive Berisn
Civonvanmnn oo slseanys looloed afverics v, and when voo becime i P e
s o ey
obel eriongh, your waned o doyour e oo gy 1t bBack, i | L P I
Yami bevan che jourmey ineo vnlife widh the Proxy Kiss, s P M - |
(RTR pr UL T STRR AT P e, e cresshive secoun g and abilicy iy i Ca i ik
Lid 28 Opyps TEUIEY 11 CTIEIE & :TI||'|| VoI e slomrheant mten- oy | . o
i froim v ametard and thedr broods, The Grovanng Kindred i o i
wirtchie, wideeved, weypon bovghr bandes, moiled theirases inm of L A
. ol 1l
orber e s then parloyed those mvestments into phantom e
[Rpmtyle Ij'.il rERES S0 1‘|'||'|I by |'I'l| ol -.|.:r|"-|_1| ] 43 |'i| Ilil.l.'l'.i:- {11V EAT= 0 ||. TR
itlid-fsbrermeal moveszmient bot e strong lsandation open which N o o Chiimgiot b Brarermniy
| . L =1 1 1 i i oy
vt comtld sepe your lusrrer Mow Beonomy gambles. Al i pee wans I
i i AL LI el s s
fomok e fruadefls and o Hiede uck -
prove e
The puyett wasn't quite whar you had andcipared; Indeed, e oo i
||n'|'|'||'-':|-'--1.1'.'|..||'|||L|'.|1|.11.:!i'-;.-r||r. B [T i 3l e Mo
. ]
|"||.|!||-'.'||r an A |-;."U.'lrxl. H:.l ol 1= CE R AN N RN i :
pomp motwithstanding. Youview : ;
whar 1t b given you, howe- :'
ever, ai allsnew asses you can
tring o benr whiles procticing 1
the art of the deal Kindred
{ /o osowtery i overy mueh like an
invveston s lub — these people can'vwenk day jobs and b e 1o bearound forever, Kaowinyg char
v can Enke therr momey and use ot tomeke s bitforyourselfomad che fomdy, and, Fyon resmnet ‘
pay yourselt more thoneyour “clients”
Concepr: You love the thrill ol making adeal. Odher people and Kindmed help yiou
fulfill your purpose. When' vou meet them. vou take their assers and wim thiem into

protit

Rolepluving Hines: You've pocar silesman; you hivve grae and sevle. Offer
midviie ‘-'\.'.“II!I'.:Ill N T ler yasner e ess prcak lodder than veur wonds, Inestslos e volieel|
FU VRTINS, A% oL onm never havve oo sy contacts or be opoere of s ey
g nenworks. Should the unthinkable hoppen — o contrer goes belly up o

FRTAMTEETY k.lrli‘\lll'- LAV 'FIHI-_']H — |-: W I]- I-I'I |||| CRTE lr1||rli|'|'!|";.l BTTITEE B ||-\.|. !'i|||I'."

‘&:\\\ s thimel stmime FATEE L .||'|u|-'_-,_'i1'.-.
o F.til.lil'llTLi'HTI W -||.'|'.1|7'.|".\'rmh-.-in.-.|i1'wr'-u||r[».'-,',:r~.cr'.':|rr-=|1~. st Fauely Thy

Woall- Stveer ol Fose | MATEITAT R

CLanmook: Grnans l
0f
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Falr ume

Quote: [ jsed o be d big shin ke yome, kid. Mow 'm
showelbng shir in Palevma . Let that be @ lesden to v Never la

LA pee Wi tll".l_

Preludes It all happened so quickly: The fnvitation to
difiner, the Proxy Kiss, the Embrace, the haven on the
Fobwiems Thes o T ome bl monehy, and everyrhlng wene
torshlt Ulniboms in the States. Texriles from the Essr oripled

I cost. Even the tucking freight company you wed went

nder. A 27 -percent prafitmargimn vandshed almost tomedi-

arely under a sevenstigure debe

Slevclless ro say, the anztme weren't impressed. Moneofthem
wittdld bk yisr ves phay. Mohody wanted 2 once-sucoesful
neonste whiose preseest bamey was the nomber of portners he'd

dimgmed mto his own cluster focls, Even your mother bomed you
vt off hier Raven arice 1t became a socil borden to have yon

[irsgering o the wills

— Ny You decided tostart over.

\

otfered to put you up
[eam s o mansged |

necepred, 1% poing

" Mor lke v was nochoice,

“ reslly, A secand cousin

as

he
frouse forbom Swallowe-
e youn J‘IIL]{:I YRl

Tel

bea long, lard 1our
ney ek o
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Cuanaoon: Grian

as 1y don’t have farever

EoEErUnIgn - Qe LT e sy el
NizTrirod e EReT
R ST
Ln a] W A I il =
WERE A
WERK LR R
Rk e H re—
i il ) (NI FRTVV e SEes Al | ——
i 3|
EEEEREER O His =

Conceprz Cirin ol fucking bear i, Youdo whut vow're talid, b jou
\"\ keep your eyes opet for any chance to get out of vour cotsin' house. You
have o tempor your enthisinsm with good judpment. After all; ic's
berter o burst Back onto the scene than' to nickel-and-dimie your way
upe thie Bnddler, T thie endd | you'ne probianbly doomed v bailure, boe bope
remalns alive even if vou hpven's

Roleplaving Hinrs: You've leamed the value of hundlicy and
Hurd work, o you aren't ulraid o ger your hands divsy. Talee dury ipom
st showlders, but enly (Fthe payolf ds immedinte wnd obwious, Some
say you're yoner own worst emenny, but they've ot sllver spoomas i the
triotiths, Measure rwice, cut onde, The seven huablus of |1.IL.*M|. sai cesful
people wre. .,

Baquipmmen|: L pnry esite sk lonhes, lm.l!:l:|ud~up,|gudul|l||=||||.-H||:FLL~




CUGINIDISANGUFE

[PAaoLoSARDENZO

Background: Phalo Sardenzo almast had e ull, b
between fomily palitics; vengelul ghosts and two World
Wars, hie managed ro loge most of i

Maclos used to e wseductively charmune youny man
with o knack for saying the vight thing and on mrerese
i the dinbelicol arts: A Giovanni onhismorhee's side,
theclan gave bvm thie Proxy Kesm 1821 und Embraced
him o 1RAT,

Sardanzo the ghoul was o Jiplomat, using his connec

tions with the Carbonan insurgonis o ol dee balwiee of

power betweoen the Camarlla and the Sibbat o the factions
stiugeled for influenee on the [elinn |'H'r||n:=|_|L1. He and his
denirar Diego had thiir eves
*\Ilndr l'.'l.-I TS, |'|l WA eT, w’]li!f ||'H: W f_':l Ll e L wWee :.J;hllj,L"
kime paalitics as-a means toward Kindred ends, che Giovanni
were doing just the opposite — wsing Kindeed serogples 1o
shape kine polities to then ik,

on mertal palities more than

The Glovanii— especinlly dhose whose seniories went
buck i the oilghis ol rthe |||||-,qt-.-| and the misne b princes —
were Vepathon potriots, aned i the TE206 they were sick of
biebrg cccupied by Avsceiy, Furthermaore, s merchaors they
winied o constitution tha proeced individunl righes from
abiises [y Kings and soldes B ik s while, BBy V6] wll ol
luly wias wnted — except Venice nod Rome, The Austrion
WVentrnie were eager 10 kesp Venice ander Austrion mile, b
Paclo wnd Thiewmo nllied themselves with o Prassian Ventrue

facticery, The Givwannd e I||r sl e =l 7osad aid, firse
agrainst the Aurrism Venemoe id then (when the Prasion
Venmue hiod solidified thetr rodes ameng Camaridby lendiep-
ship) wipivan the Lostrsbrn- and Toreador-infested Braniee of

r‘!-'-ii'r.']rt:'ll 1l

Paclody reward for s exmmaordingry service wis the
Embmice. In the vesim between 1866 amd 1914, he brokesed
iy fruirful dealy berween bis oun clan and other Kindred
(particalrly Chingrel and Nosteratu whio foumd thisnselves
i neeld of money), He also showed that his aptitude o7
Mecrotrney was o grent & bl nptitade fer polivies. To it
he i ehie vwa by spearhiading sne of the first organied
attempita b dyaring s holoship with the Tremenc

P‘.i' 'ltll “iilr-_l-:n:.-: h':ll”'lf' came mito s own .JI_J|'||||: "'."i,r”
Wi | howeven Awed aoid didiplieied by the ethcienoy of
r:1m1~-rr| wirhnge, Faolo believed that the mienr oo achde (83 1)
the Endless MNight was ar hand e wos an wgperessive and
1]1:ir|'llll:“|t I'I'a'lT'\-l-'.'iI".'! il :'Ji:!lh‘.\. .l1'l|| |1i'-(|'ll|1’_||_;.'._' il e e
gaitid Tigm magy followers, aoodl o sliel] londed 5 Heele oo
= IH’M'1II |‘El'i n|l|‘l.r1 Ilfll.‘thII:'L'.r |1l we vl -'\']'u1'-..'-|'| |'.! 1 T Thee sim
Hie strvivl }?',- t"'lllr-l“'l'l'u:_ |ir‘|"|:"l.'r imers thie “|I.I|||||_| b thie
sunligh scorelied Bis Jefe wrm and the left side of his face
sl bie beses to thils nighe

Mometheless, Paolo contimoed 1o agimee foros gamble on
the Endless Nighr ceremony, telling himself thar the follower
who had left hame were shollow weakhnes. Thar was when
Walenting dedln Passacha rerurmed from bevond the Shroud o
sponit dive warnings thay rthe Endless Nisht would be the
ultimate loss for the Giovanne, nor ther ol tmoete coumph Tn
the long ran, her theory wis eejecees

o b seadid aoenn denl e
Bt ensthusiasm for Paolo's effort towand doing it mghe now,

Wi, however, wis the Bloody Lispion. Thar was the
narae of i group ot war-clead wralths led by Gissan Bellodiorti
Dielladord was the one who did thie moath and declared that
altheouph one Chovenm necromanoe maght bew match T
live phost, there was oo oway he'd ke o march for 30
Eventually, the Foarth Girene Moclserom and the weaiths'
own Cirpsn W pue an oot oo thie Bloody Legion, but not
before they and their leader hod deale Sarderzn and lis

lTnction wseries bl defests— humiliating defeats o a Glivannd

firr whiom ghioses are but 100l and mindons,

Sorderco fell out of fvor with the Bundly after the Elm
W ool W, cormed Taee Foannd elaoe Dais “allie=" [ thie C nmarilln wien
far les receptivie ton Tudeonis Gy vaitcass thi sy wene iog
churmer with mosey ard secres, Fle sbolkod aeoum] Europe fo
vears, searching for the olosr of Coseon Bolldort angd con
towmdding the efforts of a group of pluss e, bur be didn'y
really come 1o bis clan's sutice acim unedd Wk Wi 1l

When the mechanized teeror of the Second Werld W
E_l'i.r‘pt\! the continent, Sandenzo was back in b elermene, He
began seridently msisting that here wis another apportunity
o brmg nthe Endliss Mighe, bue the Glivannt weren's
nearly w intereated this time. Bed up, Sardermzo wnd his few
lownl Folliwess made a fateful cholee o disobey e elden
amicl head off reward eastern Grermany o therr owe, boping
to [‘i.'l"il.l‘i'l.]“ﬁ' ].I.II".'L'-.! t|:|5' l--lI.I|-\. ||r-..' .||:|||l|.:_: 1]'..- UPCOTHIng
Rll“‘:lilll AT LT,

Thing ended pooely. Surdenzo wis coaghe, seaked and
deéagpeind beale o Menice. His compomions were 0l shiugh

CHaren Tk Smmol oo ane Chamie Hove
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teredd, When the war ended and another wproar in the
Lnderwinrled Began, the Glovieend removed the seake in his
hesare, wialy o subijesr him complerely o his mennor Thiego's
Blowsct bosrud. The Famibly knews that, whareser his flaws, Paolo
vy expiert on the dend realms nnd could be very useful, Pt
pnce hig uselulness was (ndshed, the sake wenr back 0 and
he wiis beft to secher diase,

Sardenso’s caprors removed his stoke in 1985, Three
dlescanless B soofveriod THawo s amgger, s B wiswilbin g o glve
hus brighiest student apother dhomce — s lomg g Paolo kepr
his e clean and serapolonsly purssed the family's interests
Frovatiely, bt also fnred thot the swéeping changes in
eechmolimgy wod sociery: would keep Paols dependent arel
needy, ot lesst for abitele while

By 2000, Paclo had were than cooghe up with rhe
modernyage. Hie became fasconared wich comparens soon afrer
has .'ll.-r‘:'lln'.l.'mnu. o 1 wens hus sdvice thor convineed 1 NepEo o
ke soane “i'.‘-"l CONSErVILYE INYESIments |n tf‘fhl‘[l:l‘l["ﬂ'lr'.
Sardenzo i sull nghtly bound by has menwr's Blood, bus
| H{"ﬁL‘F Hn L!'l i: |'|'.|tL|.|.'r = Ilj II'-III;{{'{' 118 TRSIRE rl'q "'lnf_: ‘“] ST U
LY | |F""""“~"|"‘|*I |n'|'!| |H,'|.'I'IT 'lTII.l I MITE L‘TI..IJ. e} L"!'E“'l. i:l]l"rI RITILEE
the seare of the nirw death-srorm. .

Irnaizes Paolosorted our ws s very hanidsimie min e
comtineneal mold —rull, durk, charming, Bue the lefr halfol
i foce 1a hideoisly scarred, to e extent thae it makes bim
lisiode lilee m citsimley of the wars hie plied for profit. Further, le
it vermoved bus left eye and replaced it with @ corpae’s ey,
which b featered in s new howsimg, Those who have seen
b Lefr bond nore chor ic's similarly afflicred. He affecs well.
tnoddie, N somewhior old-fashiorned, bisiness i,

Roleplaying Hintst Althouph yisu were oncee discree
anid geaceiul, years of spite and failure hove wom those
quiliciei down oo brmsgue fonmkoed. Indeed, vou pre ofen
t|L‘h'Ti|:'l'Li .L‘-Eimlr}l. if i1 bt [ﬂll]lrlghl ¥ ared while LRkt pary 1w
more thon o by dneermecr, 0 dos ok people willing
ovetlook yours., flaws, You do not oppeess campany with
your phipsicul grotesqueres, bur mther [pricre them — only
the rydese ol comversationilists would draw attention oo
man's misfortune. And no one need koow that such grotes-
quicrie was clective. .,

Sirer Glovannidel Us.'ufﬂ!i 1 IJL:LE.-W.::_!, rﬂ'l:'llll'l'il,‘l! i il lerized )
Mature: Visionary

Demeanor: Surviver

Cremeration: Hth

Embrace: 1867

Apparent Age: late 20x

Physicals Strengrh 3, Bexteriry 3, Stming 3

Socini: [ harismo 4, Muaspulution 3, Appeacance 0
Mental: Perception 4, Intelligimee 5, Wit 4

Talents: Alereness 3, Athletics 2, FBrawl 2, Didee 4, Intimi-
ation ¥, Leadurshap 4, Subneduge 3

Skille: Antmal Ken 2, Drive | Eriquette 3. Firearms 3, Melee 2,
Srealrh 2, Survival 3

Knowledeges: Academics 3, Comporer 2, Finanee 3, Investi-
gition 2, Linguistics 4 (English, French, German, Cireek,
Hebrew, |arin, Spandsh, Sumeramd, Ocouled, Poliries 3
Disciplines: Dominarte 1, Mecromancy 5 | Sepulchre Path 5,
Ash Math 3 ), Thommatoroy 4 (Pathoof Blood 4, Spirc
Muntpulation 1), Obliscare || Farence |, Prorean 3
Ritmabe: Minesera dif Mires, Okechio @' Dlarno Mioto TL'ZIIIJII"..[.'I
Sevdn, Esuli

Bac lq.;rl.‘m.llh: Resonerces 2. Allies 2, Conticins ¥, Oefemiion 9,
Status 1, Spirit Slaves 5

Virties: Comsclence |, Selt-Contral 3, Courage 3
Muoralitvt Hiumanity 4

Willpower: 6

MNotes: Paolo Sardenzo s completely blood bound o
Diegor Cricvanni. He han ol taken droghis of bliksd from
Diega’s closest confidante, his grandehilde {and onetima
rm"rtill muﬂr.‘-h"l‘l{l.'lt!'_lﬂli!.[lltk.'r] L;illl-lm.'l:l'l..l 'L;h!":'-.lr“'ll.

"aolo hat pedformed the Oechio d' Llome Morto ritual on
himngell, nod bie has sucCeeded in binding the venpeful "de-
ninr" semewhiere ot thie bortom of the Medlteommenn Sean. He
b il drenred o combination Discipline from the fourth
Iﬂ-l'iuf '|-|'|:|||1'r|:1li|rgl|.l'5 i‘;"|| nl' I'I-1|u.=.| .'|1'||| I||.1' t|1rn| ]1w-4l| il
Proicean. W Paolo 15 sunk in sodl thar s leeeally soaked wicth
blesewd, he can absorh that blood e himselt— even i he's
in torpesr. O course, Bood-sealoed grouml lsa'c eeribly com-
P, eXepl i warfore Gl Ihr Hites ol sibrociblis. . ..

ISARFL (FIOVANNI

Background: [t wiould seem that Isabet's tale mimrors the
Gitewvann| family blstory with unplessant seeomey. Fromean
early uge, lsabel found hersell mumered in the loathsome
swthculeire of the clan, Bven ad n morial, Teabil learmod the
hideoys secrees of her family — and even toek to them In
some casis s hecmeraliog rorred, Ter power sose, sand by the
titne kb Red bome her brother's child, she had earmed the
attention of the Kindred alders of dho Glovannl,

Ity her enrly 204, bl becimis o ghenl sl msted thae
poseer that the viene of the Damoed provided, Such fimes were
wht prartieularly enlighiened, however, espectally in roml Linby
amd with v roowomens As socly, (0 ek over tae diecades
1"“ l‘ul!‘:l L pfsiine e |:||."" l\.L Imtesr 1||':“ ?111!" Wik H'llli"l' I a1 rIEH:"
Embmce. Indeed, aomong the Giovanm such things aen't
eufeen [retit frmed "'r' witild-he |'1'|||||:1', bt mcher decided I'".-"
approving elders. Moting Balsel's el witly thie Black At s
'u'rl"’ll Wi i'll‘l' kT'I"r'lL'L il LJlrlll LLENE The llll"' ﬂ"'.:fd'ﬂ'll. I‘lllr_'r‘i '|'||||1wfl.i CHYE
of the Chiovnmmi Kindred to bring label o domoeteon

Since her Embeace, Iabel bas been o mouthpiece for the
lany wond apsin reflects the air of mystery and suspicicn with
which oumsiders view the Necromunneer. Bumorn mod exnpper-
ated depravities srvel in berwnke — 015 said chir she can feed
omly from the severed heacds of her vessels, thar shee hay sexun|
rebarions with those from whom she feeds, dhar she keeps o host
of captured ghosts bound 1o ber own dead hesoe and that her boe

ANl 1‘!'": m'.lr_'L'. |1|ugu|: [ 0 rru'u.lr:rn melical RCEMATE

Cumnmoon: Govann




Arld thiese tales, lugbel simply smiled and poes abow

.l'l'-" ]”."”‘l'::?"'- h.l ITRRITY ks, U.LJI i “‘_'i'.‘L“Jﬂi!,:l" SCPVISE ll{_'r
well, a5 diplompey comes more essily o those abready
fenred. labiel now unawers disectly to W group of elders,
wirking s g linson berween Cliovatmi and the ourside
wortld. T s o thandkless saly, vo be sure, iod one fraughewitly
prerdd, Bt Lsabel's seromg will and sense of duty o the familly
Loep thie Glovarm mverests cliose s her heprn She main:
tabns o comfortabile unlile, even i thiese medem nighis, and
catinidens heririous maks aud rreacles to be g part of what
hielps hier muke thar possibile

Image: [sabel pomsesses o contmental beauty that is us
muich o resule of her catriage and demennir s it is the power
-.rl.:rl'll..'hi-:_.ﬂ ]‘l..il-ll']-' Sl ewunles LTniCe; sl wiadls with |'|r.~_|=' rua
setls ol of o movie star or head of store, Her hoir changes
betwien chowalate brown wmd o histrous, dusky blacl with
Illl' ArAL00S, Hr‘l.] h?: f‘f&&' are IilrL: : '.lJﬁLl I'-r-“.\.'ﬂ. |'\.|I'l|'| Ilrt'lt'l‘-
loose clothing thal leavies more 1o the maguastion tan
clghi-feting gorments, When she b present, the onvironment
seems 10 prish her to the fore, as if shie stands ar cenrer stage

Roleplaving Hints: You are calm and collected moypour
ienlings, exvepe when (E's alwilous that you're not in conerol,
lo those cases; youbecome n hiredgierand conniving —and
it shows, By and biege, you find Kindred untruseweorchy,
prenducen of geltish destres and habrls. You recopnize these
et areyorsell, toe, and youe gren st fear i beine unable o

At l(:‘rl:ll!:L' "l'r'll.l“ '\'1"“‘"!'1.' |‘|."I.'I. e 'I.l.fr1'|"| [hl'.‘ '||-'|-Irll|} l'h.“ Ei r|'.|:i1'|-
tes to evalve amoumd you You also find relating w fellow
Kinedred simetimes jurning — in the Old World, you are still
i ane{l owhile maese Mew Wl Kindred regard you as o
veritable glder

Clan: Giovanni

Sirer Fartunan

Mimmrer Archineo

Demeancrs Crallam

Generatlon: Sy

Embrace: 1714

Apparent Ager mid- A0

Physical: Streseh 2, Desreriny 3, St 4

Socisl: Clarisne 4, Manipulstlon 4, Appeiininee 4
Mentul: Pesveprion 4, [ntelligence 3, Wit 4

Talents: Alartmea |, Browl ] 1 1|u|g_'1" ] |"I‘ﬁ[|.'|rh'!,' I||1. MU o
Inelonacdicicny 3, Lenchership 2, Substge 3

Skills: Crafs 2, Dinve |, Enguerte 4, Fureammin 2, Peddrmance 2
Securiry L, Srealil 2, Sarvival 1

Knowledges: Acadimics 3, Compurer 1, Fiumee 2, Inviesti
gariom b, Lo £, Dinggisties { Arabde, Diiieh, French, Ei welisly
Lrermiin, Pormiguese, Bussian, Spanlsh) 4, Medicioe 1, Oy
culed, Polisies 4

Dhsciplines: Addpex |, [owdnare 4, Foriogds
iy 4, Ohfusente 1, Potence 3, Presenee 2
MNocromantie Path Sepilchee Tirh 4, Ash Pack 3, B Ptk
Backygrounds: Allies 4, Clan Prestige ¥, Conmcts 4, Herd
lonly at the loggtad 2, Influence 1, Mentor 2, Reourcen 4
RBerniness 1, St 3

_' h""."‘l']'-"

Virtwes: Consclence 1, Sell-Convol 4, Coumpe 4
Maralivy: Mumoniry 5
Willpowere: 7

B 1o 13 Omgsein 1

Emilio Rosseling wis o miein, Femmely amcl distnsmehal —
bt modermrely clever — ok, Fle mbelir hove amonmred 1o
siamething i e (0 he'd Bad more Bt bor B s ws
mainly inte segual sacdiane Unforvunaeely for bimg le wo
|I\'in,|.__' hetosre the Intemes 8 RIRLS E;|1|:~ -'|‘|r~'-. minicls oot bemdd
age. His contemporary, the Mismgquiade Sude, spent most of hi
wchuale Tife irmperimerncnd andd syphitlinie duie 1o the same Tiobbios
ihat Emlbeo pracriced. Unlike de Sacle, howsver, Eolio wie
preskected by bis famoly and by the Guovanni Eincred, whe
fistrmiel it quite cielul e have sommeone olse abduct and dispene
of theit sustenance. Wt Fosseling did mo people before ey
poit bled diywas of lirtle concern to his masters

Although the primiriveconsenbles of Emilio's em couldn
citich him (ordidn't care to, a8 hia victims woren't [ PR R TR]
preaplisd, thae sare wikk it troe of Frnes | e, Eondie bad
soatelwd, briatalwed nnd then bureed Lowsa Dupage, Frao'y
sisber, Framrs stalked, coptured, tormored and killsd Emilin
with a precision and rothlessness worthy of any Kindred tor,
trdiced; aof Emalio hiose 1Y, Thar shoyld hove been the eod of
ity bur Emilio'y Ciiovanni masters were upoct al thve Do oof
useful servant, and they vented their displeasure on Frane,
They weren't done with Emilio enther,

Emilio hard meide-n pocr oo rerurn ow s wenich; and so be
dicd, Ax fuesr he feared thar, withowr o body, be would be
vmable to pursoe the pleasyres be'd known i life, Te ourred
vt thustns s cresture of emonion, hewas tarmire fultilled rhin
he had been an noreatire of flesh

Crinerz Traee: Sharsroiones aso Ciamis Housis




Ervllbo ehyrives besr oma particulareombination of attmg.-
thon e repulsion. He can restore himself witly 51 Bidees
mprmied couple whao sy topether becase thar’s pll they
koo, o with o young lover who suspects bis girffriend is
unfabthiul — bt whocan’s bie sre. O course, he's noLalwiyi
sovichoosy. Pecanse bie wis o bearer-<own the in Life, b alsa
thrives on the feor spawned when others nre nfrmid of him

In the modern nights, Bmilio finds purpose s a ghoatly
maskmster and wanlen, He |u'|-|u- other ghioss o line and
dispatchies them o their Kindesd masters when duty requines
it ke wondidseem thur of all hisunplesiant gualitien, Tussedism
e foume w eregtesr s aier b death

Craumia Dunsips, THe GRATL SEFHER

Archoology's underbelly 5 o dark and dangerous field,
ot o mittion st ploin weied, The Giovanns have hod on
inverest i anc oot morcoary wisdom forerituries, ancd Claadin
|.|'-|”'-|-!|| (L LAR1RELTRHES ‘.'1 ".]H.'“ Ty ||II'E“|1|"|'HI'.

Elrdeed mlehe seem to hive momy advanmpes in the
-1-Irl|.'rl'~ it Frehl of rombi n rlﬁl'.'ﬁ' Bitten 111. A PRSCLS x-|~.i|.]r| !
Oh, well. Fell down a 50-foon pit] Yeib, shit Bappens,
Runwing pwiry from owimaped headbwiniersT Thne for a bimst
(A1) 'i|||1l'|'||4||“'I= l-i"""l.'.

|!"l| |-'|-|1E 1”“:'.' '1'”' llll'[l.'ihl ]l.l"ﬁ."ll:' I .I” Ilr' (A1 1] h'LL]TL"lIiIi
when they have the tlme 1o open o pite ansd riffe theough
TR ot every dig 15 0 chess mawch, however
Sermerimmes, 18 0 e e, angd thar' s when the abiliog to dove
all nighe anud dig durmyg the day can be & decisive advan

FESTIT

g, That s o reason that A laadia s domiror, Ginllaume
Ciiovan g, never gave her the Bmbrace. Cnorop ol all the
sttt ressons for having o ghonl servant, Cladin could
also drive the trock theogds the min forese all doy while
Guillaume slept in his specially prepured capsule (he
fever, ever called [ a "coffin®),

et aned Guillawme were a good team, She adored
him (iof course—she might even have lleed umowitho the
blood bonel Y and he endy appreciated ber screngrh, rengpliness
andl willingness to po the exten male. Thots not o say he vold
Bt evieryrhiong, of cowrse In fact, ax ther lasc parting, le gave
hieromly the vaguest intimationabonn hisdsstnanion (TFrrmce,
okay!™l and be ban't been seon or heard bromesince.

Clnsdio tells hesselt she isn't worried. Cuillamme wis
resonitceful, cmbfty and not (e prone w overconfidence.
trpead, she's concentranng on another guestt Tlie search fix
rhie nocortons YLommp od Clonsuanmine. " I the legendaire true,
the limp can paralyze mny Kindred whio comes within miles
of it and its voshielded lighe is os deadly ss the s, Iralse
reputedly hienls wounds, finids lost orensune anc, mthe waldese
stortes, hasthe power o remove the Clurse of Chine. She 2n')
Fusyarrg rhar lar one for a second.

Ar the same time that shie's baen diggng up ancien
Ligmerucds, Ol o s s lins sy pisrage e by o modorm technal-
oy e oo find o eemck thie moviemence of her two biterese
rivaly — the Torepdor ghaoul Marcelln Prce nnd thie Tamisces
vaimplee Troy Cherverinc. Both of them seem 1o be clising in
o Afric, s Clodi bus been boushing up or her Swabl),

Clargica: Ginvans
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MName: MNATURE: GENERATION:
PLraveR: TIiMBEANOR: FLasvpn:
CHRONICLE: Crang; ConNcept:

ATTRIBLUTES ee——————

[Priesieal SOCIAL MentaL
Strength @0000  Charisma 0000 Perception_ #0000
Dexterity 80000  Manipulation @000  Inrellipence 80000
Staming 00000 Appearnnce ®O000  Wirs OO0

TALENTY SHILS I moywt FTacies
Alermness 00000 Armimal Ken 00000  Acslemics OOODOO
Arhlerics ODOOO  Crafrs 00000 Computer OODON
Brawl OO0 Dnve OO0O0 Finance QD000
Dadge o000 Euguertte Q0000 Investigation 00000
Empathy GO0O0  Firearms o000 Law OO0
Expression 00000 Melee 00000 Linguistics_ 00000
Intimidation 00000 Performance. . 00000 Medicine 0000
Leadership_ 00000 Security 00000 Ogcule 0000
Strectwise. 00000 Stealth 00000 Politics OO0
Subrertupe 00000 Survival 00000 Science OO0
B A DV ANT AG TS re————————
BACHGROUNDY ThsCIpLINGS Vi ues
o CHO0O00 OO000 Congclence/Convietion @0O000
MO0 OO0
00000 OO0
DOODO 00000 Self-Conrrol/Iastinst . #0000
OO0 OO
OOO000 000
DO000 OO000 (Courage N elelels
—*ﬁ-—_—_—_—‘h
—Menrrs/FLaws - HumMAnNITY/PaThH Huean i
Bruised ]
O00000000O0 Hurt -1 0O
Injured -1 O
Wi poweR—— Wounded : 0O
DO0D00D0D00O0O0 Mauled 2 0
ooOoooooooo Crippled -5 1
| nCApacie ated D

Broon Poor - WEaKNESS
~bnoopooooog Their kiss causes pain
[ . Ooooooooon instead of pleasure
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Q0000
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e G handiin s b aod hadds
O e g f‘l:ldt fell durlnge might ig'“n p#aéjr,zb Jioya
always hadiambirtion, gl}luw, they hring hatqﬂmh‘ltmn i)
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